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The Spokane Valley Senior Center 
located in CenterPlace Regional 
Event Center is open weekdays 
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. to anyone 
50 years of age or older. Activities 
include billiards, bingo, table tennis, 
card games, book clubs, line dancing 
and more!

An annual membership is only 
$25 for one person or $45 for a 
couple. Fitness and art classes are 
provided through the Community 
Colleges of Spokane’s ACT 2 
program. Register for these low-
cost classes online at scc.spokane.
edu/ACT2 or by calling 509-533-
7181. New classes are added every 
season.

The Silver Café, run by local 
nonprofit Meals on Wheels, serves 
lunch from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 

For a schedule of activities and 
volunteer opportunities, or more 
information, call 509-926-1937 or 
visit spokanevalleyseniorcenter.org.

Spokane Valley
Senior Center
WHERE YOU’LL FIND FUN AND GOOD FRIENDS 
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Regarding investigating current revenues and 
potential future funding sources to maintain city 
streets at the recommended level of service, 
respondents:
6. Do not support reduced funding of other City 

programs to increase funding of the PMP.
7. Identify a Transportation Benefit District is the 

most-preferred funding option.
8. Indicate new funding should evenly distribute 

costs to everyone.
9. Indicate PMP funding should not rely on annual 

surplus fund transfers.

You can view the complete Street Sustainability 
Committee Final Report at spokanevalley.org/
streetscommittee. The report provides a detailed 
summary and conclusions identified through the 
public engagement process. 

City employees and members of the Streets 
Sustainability Committee presented the results of 
a program review and public survey focused on 
Pavement Management in a Nov. 9 report to City 
Council.

The Council created the committee to perform an 
in-depth review of the PMP program and help engage 
the community in the topic. The committee met seven 
times from April through October 2021. 

A public survey was available from mid-July to 
mid-September. The survey was accessible online and 
printed in the spring/summer issue of this magazine. 
The city collected 1,018 survey responses.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
City employees identified nine key findings based on 
survey responses and committee feedback:

Regarding their interest and support for 
maintaining city streets and suggesting pavement 
condition goals, respondents:
1. Describe the pavement condition of City 

streets as “fair” or better.
2. Indicate the PMP should be prioritized in 

the City’s budget planning process.

Regarding their preference for maintaining 
city streets, types of treatments used, and 
long-term levels of service, respondents:
3. Support increasing the prioritization of 

local access streets.
4. Support implementing surface treatments 

in the PMP.
5. Support increasing PMP funding to 

maintain the streets in their current 
condition.

Paving the way for our future
COMMUNITY WEIGHS IN ON SUSTAINING THE PAVEMENT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
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2019 PAVEMENT CONDITION SURVEY

PAVEMENT 
CONDITION INDEX 

(PCI)
THE CITY’S PCI 
SCORE WAS 76

Preservation
Maintenance

Total

$10M/yr
$6M/yr

$16M/yr

Any funding less than $16M 
results in the continued decline 
of neighborhood streets.

*

*
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PAVEMENT MANAGEMENT COSTS
The city established the Streets Sustainability Committee 
and public survey to gauge how the community views the 
quality and treatment of city streets and gather opinion on 
how the PMP should be managed in the future.  

It costs about $16 million per year to sustain the 
city’s paved street network in its current overall “good” 
condition. The city has historically spent $8 million each 
year, or approximately 50% of the needed funding. 

These expenditures are predominately applied to the 
city’s busiest, arterial streets with fewer dollars available 
to preserve and maintain the city’s local, neighborhood 
streets. 

Local revenues for pavement management in the form 
of a landline tax are declining and the city has had to 
supplement program costs in recent years by transferring 
capital reserves. These reserves may not always be 
available, jeapordizing the sustainability of the program. 

Without additional dedicated funding, the city cannot 
maintain the current quality of streets and level of service 
provided historically to residents.

What is pavement 
management?
Pavement management means maximizing 
available funding to extend the life of the 
city’s street network by keeping roads in good 
condition. 

The city maintains more than 1,000 lane 
miles of roads. Pavement Management has 
two key goals:

• Pavement Preservation – Preserve the 
actual driving surface in good condition 
over time. This typically includes restoring 
and improving the existing asphalt 
surface layer by applying an overlay or 
installing new pavement. The city does 
not currently use surface treatments, such 
as chip seal, in its preservation efforts.

• Street Maintenance – Maintain everything 
that makes the traffic and street system 
work, such as snow plowing, pothole 
patching, fixing traffic signs and signals, 
street sweeping, sidewalk repair, 
bridge repair and vegetation control.
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PAVEMENT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Need: $16M/yr      Available: $8M/yr

PRESERVATION
The street surface you 

actually drive on.

Need: $10M/yr
Available: $5M/yr

MAINTENANCE
Everything else to make
the street system work.

Need: $6M/yr
Available: $3M/yr

Recent pavement 
preservation project 
along Argonne Road
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2022 City Budget Approved
The economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has 
created financial challenges for nearly every municipality 
and organization. Due to the pandemic, the City of 
Spokane Valley has experienced some volatility in 
revenue collections, with sales taxes coming in at record 
levels while other sources, such as fuel taxes and lodging 
taxes, struggling to recover throughout 2021. However, 
due to maintaining strong reserve balances, these 
revenue challenges have not had a detrimental effect 
on city services. The city is now identifying how to best 
allocate $16 million in American Rescue Plan Act funds 
to maximize the benefit to our community. 

The city has a history of responsible fiscal 
management to ensure sustained financial stability 
with strong reserves and well managed operations. 
The budget is built to maintain a positive fund balance 
providing for the city’s cash flow needs without costly 
borrowing. The city continues to provide key services to 
the community while holding down taxes, fees and other 
charges. For the 13th year in a row, the city has opted 
not to increase property taxes. Also, city sales tax rates 
will not increase in 2022.

The city has a pay as you go philosophy, utilizing 
only 1.08% of its total allowable debt capacity, and 
only 5.39% of non-voted bond capacity. The city 
looks to access grant opportunities to leverage city 
funds, striving to maintain basic service levels with 
minimal resources, and to minimize personnel costs 
and overhead by continuing to contract when it makes 
financial and operational sense. 

Every year the goal is to have recurring revenues 
exceed recurring expenses in the General Fund, and 
the 2022 budget has achieved that again. The recurring 
revenues are estimated to be $52.4 million, which is 
slightly over $4 million or 8.3% greater than recurring 
expenses. The largest sources of revenues are sales 
taxes and property taxes, which are estimated at about 
$44.4 million or 84.76% of 2022 General Fund recurring 
revenues. Revenue estimates are based upon historical 
collections and future projections. General sales taxes 
are estimated to be $27.7 million, an increase of $2.5 
million or 10% more than the 2021 estimate. Property 
taxes are estimated to be $13.2 million.

General fund recurring expenditures are estimated 
to be approximately $48.4 million, up 7.66% from 
the 2021 amended budget. Recurring public safety 
costs are at $29.8 million, which includes law 
enforcement, courts, prosecution, public defense, and 
jail-related services, and account for 61.6% of general 
fund recurring expenditures. The city-wide budget 
includes an estimated $32.1 million in capital costs. 
The city is examining the need to balance the cost of 
pavement preservation against other transportation 
and infrastructure needs. The city has historically used 
capital reserves generated by real estate excise taxes to 
support pavement preservation efforts, but relying on 
these funds can limit the amounts we have available for 
matching grants on larger transportation projects such 
as the railroad grade separation projects at Pines Road 
and Barker Road.

The 2022 Budget appropriates $7.2 million for a 
variety of pavement preservation projects and nearly 
$10 million for a variety of street construction and 
reconstruction projects. Budget challenges include 
declining revenues in the Street Fund, balancing the cost 
of pavement preservation against other transportation 
and infrastructure needs, funding high-cost projects 
such as railroad grade separation projects, and the need 
to continue to address negative pandemic outcomes. 

The Street Fund, which is funded by gas taxes hovers 
between flat and declining and the 6% telephone utility 
tax which generated $3.1 million in 2009, is projected 
to only bring in $932,000 in 2022, which is only 31% 
of 2009’s receipts. In the Street Fund, 2022 will be the 
sixth consecutive year that recurring expenses exceed 
recurring revenues. This operating deficit is currently 
resolved through a transfer from the General Fund in 
2022. 

In 2022, the city is planning to increase its full-
time equivalents (FTEs) by 5 FTEs from 96.25 in 2021 
to 101.25 in 2022. Since incorporation, the city has 
taken a conservative approach to adding new staff and 
continues to have the lowest per capita employee count 
of any Washington city with a population of 50,000 or 
greater. 



Public Safety
29%

Capital Projects Funds
34%

2022
Budget

Priorities
PUBLIC SAFETY TRANSPORTATION

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

INFRASTRUCTURE

PAVEMENT
PRESERVATION 7
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Street Fund
6%

Stormwater & APA Funds
5%

Council / Executive/
Operations & Administration

5%

Community & Public Works
6%

Parks & Recreation
3%

Tourism Promotion
1%

Other Activities
3%

General Government
7%

Risk Management & Debt Service
1%

2022 CITY WIDE EXPENDITURES
$107,856,818



Creating a New Space for our Community
Ever since 2012 there has been interest in developing 
the 8.4-acre Balfour Park property across Sprague 
Avenue from City Hall. In 2013, an agreement was 
entered into between the city of Spokane Valley and 
Spokane County Library District (SCLD) to sell 2.8 acres 
of the property to SCLD to build a new Spokane Valley 
Public Library.

In response to SCLD securing funding to build their 
library the city renewed its efforts in 2021 to re-design 
and expand Balfour Park. This past summer saw the first 
phase of construction as frontage improvements were 
made to the three streets surrounding the property, 
including providing utility connection points for the 
future library and park expansion. Construction for 
both the new SCLD library and the city’s Balfour Park 
expansion is anticipated to begin in 2022. The new 
library will offer meeting and co-working spaces, modern 
technology, and a seamless integration with the park. 
The library and park will be a community gathering space 
allowing the potential for many more programs and 
events for our residents and visitors. 

The city began working with a landscape architecture 
firm this summer to formalize the Balfour Park master 
plan into a final design concept for the park expansion. 
Based on public input gathered at an August 5 
community workshop, and via an online survey through 
September 7, over 130 participants ranked the proposed 

park elements from the master plan and how they would 
prioritize spending.  

The current process is to advance the design of 
Balfour Park Phase I (Park Infrastructure) to final 
construction plans which will be advertised for bid 
in January or February with construction anticipated 
to begin in the spring of 2022. Pending City Council 
authorization the city has budgeted nearly $3.9 million 
for Phase 1 of the project, which is anticipated to include 
excavation and grading of the entire site, water, electric 
and sewer utilities, a new parking lot adjacent to Balfour 
Road, a portion of the park pathways, lighting system, 
landscaping, and irrigation. Additionally, the existing 
Balfour Park restroom will be demolished, and a new 
building will be constructed to include a restroom, pump 
room for the future splash pad, and a Spokane Valley 
Police Department field office. To pay for additional park 
features from the list above, additional funding will be 
necessary. The city anticipates applying for state and/
or federal funding in subsequent phases to complete the 
park.

Future plans for the area include the installation of a 
crosswalk on Sprague Avenue connecting City Hall and 
Balfour Park, allowing pedestrians to safely cross the 
street to get to and from the library, park, and city hall.  
This will create a vibrant downtown campus in the heart 
of the city.    

Park Master Plan elements 
were ranked by the 
community workshop and 
online survey participants 
as follows:

1.  Signature Playground
2.  Splash Pad & Restroom
3.  Amphitheater
4.  Sport Courts
5.  Picnic Shelter
6.  Event Plaza & Veterans 

Memorial
7.  Interpretive Trail

PHASE 1 CONSTRUCTION

FUTURE PHASES
(Temporary Seeded Areas)

PHASE 1 BID ALTERNATES
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Capital 
Improvement 
Projects

2
0
2
2
Bridging the Valley

ROUNDABOUT AND UNDERPASS PLANNED 
AT PINES ROAD & TRENT AVENUE
You may have heard a major road construction project 
is planned around the intersection at Trent Avenue 
(State Route 290) and Pines Road (State Route 27), 
which serves approximately 35,000 vehicles daily, 
including freight trucks from Canada and northern Idaho 
connecting to Interstate 90 (I-90). 

The project will remove an at-grade crossing of 
Pines Road (State Route 27) at the BNSF rail line, 
which averages 60 BNSF freight trains and two Amtrak 
passenger trains each day. This results in nearly 28,000 
vehicle hours of delay annually. BNSF is planning a 
second rail line which would create even more train 
traffic and vehicle delays. In 2018, the Freight Mobility 
Strategic Investment Board rated this crossing the 
#1 unfunded rail crossing in the state out of 4,171 
total crossings based on freight mobility and safety. 
Eliminating this crossing is critical for improving vehicle 
and pedestrian safety, increasing freight mobility, and 
enhancing economic vitality across the region.

The project will replace the Pines Road/BNSF 
crossing with an underpass and redesign the adjacent 
signalized intersection of Pines and Trent. This project 
will eliminate four hours per day of vehicle wait time at 

the crossing, improve commercial and residential traffic 
flow, enhance access to I-90, emergency services, and 
school buses to the south and will end 15 minutes of 
train horn noise daily. 

This $29 million project still needs to secure $19.25 
million for construction funding. The project has 
secured $9.75 million for engineering and right-of-
way, including $3.8 million in a Surface Transportation 
Block Grant, $1.25 million in a Consolidated Rail 
Infrastructure & Safety Improvements award and $4.7 
million in local funds. The project is progressing through 
the engineering phase. All design and right of way 
acquisition is anticipated to be complete by December 
2022. For up-to-date information visit our project 
webpage at spokanevalley.org/PinesBNSF.

Project is Creating a Roundabout and Overpass

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESSING ON 
SCHEDULE AT BARKER ROAD
Construction began in March on the Barker Road/
BNSF Railway project near the northeast boundary of 
the city. This fully funded effort is estimated to cost 
$26 million and take approximately 18 months to 
complete, although the roundabout on Trent Avenue 
was completed this past October with east and west 
bound lanes open to traffic, including the connection 
to Wellesley Avenue. The Barker leg of the roundabout 
remains closed until the overpass and additional 
construction on Barker Road is finished, which is 
estimated to occur late summer 2022. The project has 
currently suspended operations for the winter and will 
begin again in early 2022. 

Continued on page 10
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SVexpress is a service that is available on the city’s website or in a 
mobile app that allows citizens to report a concern to the City of 
Spokane Valley and request assistance. 

Common issues that are reported include downed street signs, 
potholes, overgrown vegetation, plugged drains, illegal graffiti or 
dumping of trash. 

When a concern is reported, SVexpress assigns the case to the 
appropriate city department for processing. The system allows city staff 
to communicate by email to the citizen that reported the concern after 
the issue has been corrected or resolved.

Citizens can submit a request for assistance through SVexpress 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. However, the request will only be 
processed during regular city business hours. 

Citizens should not use SVexpress to report an emergency, but rather 
dial 911. For non-emergency crimes call Crime Check at 509.456.2233.

Through SVexpress, citizens can take an active role in ensuring their 
city streets, pathways and parks are clean and safe. 

HOW TO REPORT A CONCERN

Report it with SVexpress online at spokanevalley.org/311

Download the SVexpress mobile app on iOS or Android. 
Submitted requests are monitored during business hours.

Call the city at 509.720.5000

SVexpress
A TOOL FOR CITIZENS TO REPORT THEIR CONCERNS AND 
HELP KEEP OUR CITY CLEAN AND SAFE

Citizens
can submit a 

request 24 hours 
a day, seven 
days a week. 

10

This project will improve safety by replacing the 
existing at-grade rail crossing on Barker Road with an 
overpass and constructing a roundabout at the nearby 
Barker Road/Trent Avenue intersection. Barker Road 
and Trent Avenue are also key arterials for commercial 
vehicles moving freight through the area. This will allow 
for the eventual closure of Flora Road at the BNSF rail 
crossing. When completed, the overpass and roundabout 
will:

• Improve emergency access for vehicles

• Eliminate vehicle wait times averaging 
about 2 hours and 42 minutes per day

• Reduce overall traffic congestion 
and improve traffic flow

• Attract new businesses and jobs

The project was designed to accommodate future 
growth, improve safety, and help promote economic 
development in the nearby industrial areas. The city 
received a federal Transportation Investment Generating 
Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant in 2018 for $9 million. 
This grant provided the final funding necessary to move 
the project forward, which was one of only 41 projects 
nationwide to receive 2018 TIGER funding, and the only 
one in Washington state. 
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PLOWING
When snow begins falling, the City of Spokane Valley 
crew goes into action. Our primary routes—which 
include main arterials, critical intersections and 
hillsides—are prioritized and plowed first whenever 
snow accumulates. You can track the progress of the 
plows on our website at spokanevalley.org/snowinfo. 

When possible, the main plowing of snow takes place 
overnight as it’s the safest time for both citizens and 
the plow driver given less traffic on the roads. Also, the 
faster that roadways are cleared the less likelihood snow 
will become a layer of ice.

Residential streets are considered for plowing when 
traffic flow is significantly reduced. Currently, the city 
uses contracted graders to plow residential areas within 
the city. There are 624 lane miles to plow, and it takes 
about 48 hours. 

If you would like to be notified when the city 
starts a full residential plow, sign up for email alerts at 
spokanevalley.org/signup or follow us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

There are a few areas not plowed by the city 
including Trent Avenue (SR 290) and Pines Road (State 
Route 27), which are plowed by the Washington State 
Department of Transportation. For more information, 
contact WSDOT at 509.324.6000.

Privately owned roads within the city limits are not 
plowed by the city. To find out if you live on a privately-
owned road check out our snow map at spokanevalley.
org/snowinfo. 

DEICING
Liquid deicing is applied on bridges, arterial 
intersections, specific hillsides and at critical 
intersections when snow, ice or frost is predicted. 
Granular deicer may be used on arterial streets if 
conditions warrant. Deicer is not applied on residential 
streets except at controlled intersections and certain 
problem areas. 

SIDEWALKS
To help keep sidewalks safer for schoolchildren, seniors 
and those with mobility concerns, community members 
are responsible for keeping sidewalks cleared when 
three or more inches of snow/ice accumulate.

This year, the city will be clearing sidewalks along 
arterials that are designated Tier 1 and Safe Routes 
to School, which is a total of 35 miles of sidewalk. 
The city recognizes that street plows can throw snow 
on sidewalks and our goal is to lessen the impact to 
property owners in these areas. 

Learn more about the sidewalk ordinance and which 
areas are Tier 1 on our website at spokanevalley.org/
snowinfo. 

REPORTING A PROBLEM
If you believe your street has been missed, see a 
problem area or have another snow-related question, 
you can report it with SVexpress online. See information 
at left on page 10.

Prepared
for  snow 
this winter? 
We are!

For answers to frequently asked questions 
about plowing and snow removal visit

spokanevally.org/snowquestions



MAYOR’S CORNER

Hello Spokane Valley Citizens,
Despite the turbulent 

economic times since the 
last newsletter we have seen 
steady growth and continued 

spending. Last year, the city had a record-breaking 
construction season, and it hasn’t slowed. Once again, we 
are setting records for the amount of new construction 
across our city, surpassed last year’s record by September, 
and are still going strong. 

With the continued growth of construction and 
spending our sales tax collections (the cities largest 
revenue stream) have also continued to grow. With this 
continued growth our city council went ahead with re-
investing excess revenues received from the 2018 and 
2019 calendar years (the city typically waits one full year 
to make sure all financial audits have a chance to complete 
before recognizing the additional revenue), with the 
uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic the city council 
had held off on reallocating the additional revenue in case 
we needed it to stabilize the city budget. The council first 
continued to ensure that city fund balances or reserves 
were filled and then was able to re-invest the almost $12 
million back into capital projects across the city.

THE COUNCIL ALLOCATED MONEY TO THE 
FOLLOWING CAPITAL PROJECTS:
• $2.225 million to acquire the White Elephant building/

property for future expansion of the police precinct.

• $1.6 million to acquire the Ponderosa property at 
44th & Bates from Central Valley School District for 
a future park.

• $300,000 to acquire a parcel on Flora and Montgomery 
to enable the development of a trailhead for the 
Centennial Trail.

• $260,042 for the connection of Sullivan Park to the 
local water district (the remainder needed of the 
approximate $600,000 project)

• $1.75 million to fully design the Spokane Valley River 
Loop Trail including both pedestrian bridges.

• $1.4 million to fund the replacement/acquisition of 
vehicles over 100,000 miles for Spokane Valley Police.

• $225,000 to upgrade all school zone speed limit signs 
to utilizing flashing beacons.

• $1 million to design the proposed additional building 
at the Spokane County Fair & Expo Center.

• An additional $2 million for the expanded design and 
rough grading of the Balfour Park expansion project (a 
$3.5 million project which already had $1.5 million set 
aside from prior years.

• Left remaining $1 million in the account in case of any 
unforeseen circumstances. 

We are excited to be able to advance these projects 
and you will see some come to fruition soon.

Public Safety has been, and continues to be, a priority 
for the City of Spokane Valley and I would like to highlight 
a story about one of our police officers. Detective Ken 
Scott who recently received a medal of merit award for 
his service. Detective Scott works closely with Gonzaga 
University Justice for Fraud Victims Project, a partnership 
between the Sheriff’s Office, Gonzaga students, and 
local Certified Fraud Examiners that complete full 
forensic accounting investigations needed for large-scale 
embezzlement and theft cases in Spokane County.

Scott has distinguished himself by conducting 
thorough, innovative, and at times unprecedented 
Financial Fraud Investigations for our agency. He can 
always be counted on to thoroughly complete and 
document large-scale investigations. Detective Scott has 
written 56 search warrants within the last year to locate, 
track, and ultimately seize millions in stolen monies taken 
from local fraud victims. These financial investigations 
are extremely time-sensitive and expansive since stolen 
funds are almost immediately transferred and laundered 
through other banking institutions and accounts to 

Ben Wick, mayor

bwick@spokanevalley.org

Once again, we are setting 
records for the amount of new 
construction across our city.
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thwart law enforcement detection. 
Detective Scott has worked with 
dozens of victims to identify and 
recover their stolen funds. He works 
with federal agencies on many of 
his investigations, as funds are easily 
transferred offshore and worldwide.

His most recent success entailed 
several search warrants, tracking 
stolen funds from a Spokane Valley 
business through the banking system, 
ultimately seizing nearly $1.5 million 
in stolen funds to be returned to the 
victim. Other seizures have occurred 
in the $100,000 to $500,000 range. 
He can be counted on to do his best 
to recover stolen property for victims 
in our community. Detective Scott’s 
tenacity, professionalism, and hard 
work exemplifies the type of service 
the Sheriff’s Office provides to our 
community.

This is just one example of the 
great work our Spokane Valley Police 
Officers are doing for our community. 
We are happy to have them and 
continue to try and find ways to keep 
our police department fully staffed 
and supported.

Another staffing change, 
City Manager Mark Calhoun has 
announced his retirement at the end 
of this year. Mark joined the City of 
Spokane Valley in 2011 as the Finance 
Director before moving up to Deputy 
City Manager and then serving as City 
Manager since 2016. Mark has helped 
the city through a number of issues 
and projects. We wish Mark the best 
in his retirement and have started 
the search process for our next City 
Manager. 

B en Wick

Calhoun leaves the City in 
excellent financial shape
After more than a decade of service to the City of Spokane Valley, City 
Manager Mark Calhoun is retiring at the end of December.  Calhoun joined 
the city in 2011 as Finance Director, was subsequently appointed to the 
Deputy City Manager position in August 2014, and appointed City Manager 
in 2016 where he is responsible for the administration and day-to-day 
operations of the city and serves as the critical link between City Council, 
the city as an organization, and the residents and businesses of Spokane 
Valley. 

A graduate of the University of Montana, Calhoun holds bachelor’s 
degrees in accounting and business finance and is a member of the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. In his nearly 35 years of 
municipal experience, he served as a Finance Director for 19 years.

Calhoun’s extensive background in finance helped the city persevere 
challenges brought on by the pandemic, as his high standards of responsible 
fiscal management combined with maintaining strong reserve funds 
ensured sustained financial stability for the city.

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN CALHOUN’S TENURE AS 
CITY MANAGER INCLUDE:
• Funding, design, and construction of the new City Hall

• Barker Road improvements, including reconstruction and road widening 
efforts, a roundabout at Trent Avenue and coming next year a rail 
overpass and another roundabout at Barker Road and Sprague Avenue

• Adoption of the 2016 Comprehensive Plan, improving the city’s 
approach to long-term planning and land use

• Development of a Pavement Management Program to determine 
sustainable funding options to maintain the city’s vast street network 

• Adoption of the Planned Action Ordinance for the Northeast 
Industrial Area providing environmental analysis to businesses making 
development faster

• Acquisition of several park properties, the five-mile Appleway Trail, and 
development of a hardscaped West Lawn Plaza and North Meadows at 
CenterPlace to create outdoor space for future special events

• Transformation of Browns Park from a seldom-used softball facility into 
a 16-court volleyball center with a new playground, full-size basketball 
court, skate dot, shelters, and perimeter walking path 

• Provided $4.4 million in Coronavirus Relief Funds in 2020 to local and 
regional organizations to support individuals and businesses struggling 
from the pandemic

• Leading the city to receive an excellent credit rating through robust 
financial and budgetary policies and planning 

Congratulations Mark on your retirement and thank you for your service to 
Spokane Valley!
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City Council & Administration
Your Spokane Valley mayor and 
councilmembers value the opportunity to 
hear from you directly, and want you to know 
they are just an email or phone call away 
when you need to discuss city government or 
legislation. To email the entire council, send 
to: citycouncil@spokanevalley.org.

POSITION 1

Rod Higgins
rhiggins@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5066

CITY HALL 
(GENERAL INFORMATION)

10210 E. Sprague Avenue
509.720.5000
509.720.5075 Fax 
cityhall@spokanevalley.org
spokanevalley.org

WASTE MANAGEMENT 
TRANSFER STATION

Spokane Valley University 
Road Transfer Station
2405 N. University Road
509.924.5678
spokanevalley.org/solidwaste

POSITION 2

Brandi Peetz, deputy mayor

bpeetz@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5064

POSITION 3

Arne Woodard
awoodard@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5062

POSITION 4

Ben Wick, mayor

bwick@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5065

POSITION 5

Pam Haley
phaley@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5060

POSITION 7

Linda Thompson
lthompson@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5061

POSITION 6

Tim Hattenburg
thattenburg@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5063

City of Spokane Valley administration are committed to providing 
excellent customer service. They want to hear from you any time you 
have questions, comments, or concerns regarding legislative policy or 
city operations and services. 

Mark Calhoun 
city manager

mcalhoun@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5100

– Chris Bainbridge
city clerk

cbainbridge@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5102

– Cary Driskell
city attorney

cdriskell@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5150

– Chelsie Taylor
finance director

ctaylor@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5040

– John Bottelli 
parks, recreation, facilities director

jbottelli@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5400

– Dave Ellis
police chief

djellis@spokanesheriff.org
509.477.3300

– John Hohman
deputy city manager

jhohman@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5300

•  Bill Helbig
city engineer

bhelbig@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5320

•  Jenny Nickerson
building official

jnickerson@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5305

•  Mike Basinger
economic development manager

mbasinger@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5331
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PINES ROAD GRADE SEPARATION PROJECT
The city requests $19.3 million to construct the Pines 
Road Grade Separation project. Pines Road (State 
Route 27) is one of the region’s key transportation 
corridors, carrying residential, commercial, and 
industrial traffic from Trent Avenue (State Route 290) 
across the Spokane River to Interstate 90 (I-90). This 
project will provide grade separation at a crossing 
that 60 trains travel through each day, blocking traffic 
movements for nearly four hours. The project also 
improves the intersection of two state highways, 
Pines Road and Trent Avenue. Pines Road is the 
primary access to almost 230 acres of undeveloped 
mixed-use, commercial, and industrial land. Total 
project cost is estimated at $29 million. Thus far, the 
city has secured $9.75 
million and project 
design and right-of-
way acquisition are 
underway. The project 
will be shovel ready 
this year. The city 
requests $19.3 million 
to construct this 
ready-to-go project.

PROCUREMENT 
GUIDANCE AND 
ASSISTANCE
The city requests 
that the state provide 
greater assistance 
and guidance to 
public agencies 
when bidding large 
projects and selecting 
contractors to ensure 
that contractors have 
adequate experience 
to successfully 
complete the project. 
Specifically, the 
city asks that the 
Legislature direct an 
update to guidelines 
provided to local agencies on supplemental bidding 
criteria, provide technical assistance to local 
jurisdictions, and examine other changes to state 
bidding laws so that public agencies can meet the twin 
goals of a quality project and low price.

DEFEND LOCAL CONTROL
A foundational belief for the Spokane Valley City Council 
and the citizens they represent is that the most effective 
level of government is the one closest to the people. 
As such, the Council urges the Legislature to respect 
local decision-making. Examples include providing local 
jurisdictions with control over land use issues relating to 
density and intensity of use in urban and suburban areas.

AMEND STATE LAW REGARDING MUNICIPAL 
UTILITY TAXING AUTHORITY
The city requests that the Legislature clarify the conditions 
under which it is legal for a municipality to impose utility 
taxes on revenues from a county wastewater treatment 
system. 

PROTECT AND ENHANCE LOCAL 
STATE-SHARED REVENUES
The city requests that the Legislature protect 
and enhance local state-shared revenues to 
allow the city to deliver vital services to its 
residents. These funds include the Liquor 
Excise Tax Account, Liquor Board Profits, 
Municipal Criminal Justice Assistance 
Account, City-County Assistance Account, 
and Marijuana Revenues.

SUPPORT CLARIFYING LEGISLATION 
TO MAINTAIN PUBLIC SAFETY
The city requests that the Legislature consider 
amendments or clarifications to several law 
enforcement related bills enacted during 
the 2021 legislative session to ensure there 
aren’t unintended consequences negatively 
impacting the delivery of law enforcement 
services, including the critical community 
caretaking function law enforcement 
performs to maintain public safety.

AMEND GROWTH MANAGEMENT 
ACT RELATING TO ADDRESSING 
SIGNIFICANT POPULATION 
FLUCTUATION
The City of Spokane Valley will monitor 

proposals making changes to the Growth Management 
Act and supports proposals that honor local democracy 
and enhance the city’s role in the planning process. The 
city encourages the state to allocate adequate funding to 
cities to effectively implement planning directives from 
the state.

2022
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

The 2022 Washington State 
Legislature is planning a 

short, 60-day session in the 
second year of the two-year 
biennium. The focus will be 
on operating, capital, and 
transportation budgets, 

reviewing legislation carried 
over from last year’s session, 
and new policy bills that will 
be introduced. The City of 

Spokane Valley has outlined 
these priorities.
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City awards $182,000 to
15 area nonprofits 

Each year, the Spokane Valley City Council sets 
aside funds in the city’s budget to contract for 
services with organizations and activities that 
benefit Spokane Valley community members. 
City Council selected 15 nonprofit organizations 
to share in $182,000 in economic development 
and social services funding from the city’s 2022 
budget. Agencies and amounts include: 

ELEVATIONS CHILDREN’S THERAPY - $5,837 
to support therapy for children with special 
needs. (Funding requested: $15,000)

GREATER SPOKANE COUNTY MEALS 
ON WHEELS - $18,408 to deliver meals to 
vulnerable seniors in Spokane Valley enabling 
seniors to maintain their independence. 
(Funding requested: $60,000)

JAKT FOUNDATION - $12,051 for funding related to 
the Spokane Valley Farmers Market, including adding 
a second market in the Sprague corridor. (Funding 
requested: $46,500) 

HUB SPORTS CENTER - $5,000 to host a Career 
Pathways event for students in grades 6-8. (Funding 
requested: $5,000)

NAOMI - $6,179 to assist women seeking support to 
move beyond current circumstances of poverty and 
abuse by assisting with operational and maintenance 
costs for the facility. (Funding requested: $12,500)

NORTHWEST WINTERFEST - $4,571 to assist in 
event related expenses to put on this outdoor lantern 
display and cultural celebration. (Funding requested: 
$25,000)

PROJECT ID - $12,714 to provide recreation, work, 
personal development, and options to adults with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities in Spokane 
County. (Funding requested: $50,000

SPOKANE VALLEY ARTS COUNCIL - $15,500 to 
help support and promote local arts by assisting with 
administrative costs and the casting of a monumental 
bronze. (Funding requested: $55,000

SPOKANE VALLEY HERITAGE MUSEUM - $11,622 
to preserve and maintain access to local history. 
(Funding requested: $14,800)

SPOKANE VALLEY PARTNERS - $36,945 to help 
provide food, clothing and other basic needs to 
thousands of families. (Funding requested: $75,000) 

SPOKANE VALLEY SUMMER THEATRE - $7,643 to 
assist in the purchase of show titles for 2022. (Funding 
requested: $20,000)

SPOKANE VALLEY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
$6,357 to assist with updating a public prospectus for 
donors for a potential future performing arts center. 
(Funding requested: $20,000)

TEEN & KID CLOSET - $9,051 to provide children 
and teens from low-income families in our community 
with new or gently used clothing at no cost. (Funding 
requested: $10,500) 

VALLEYFEST - $17,214 to support the Valleyfest 
community event. (Funding requested: $71,000) 

WIDOWS MIGHT - $12,908 to help with rent, health 
care and programs for widows in need. (Funding 
requested: $43,270) VI
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Christmas Tree Disposal
Waste Management curbside pickup subscribers can put trees in their yard waste 
container with decorations removed and cut into 4-foot lengths or less. Pick up 
is on your normal service day during the first two weeks of January between 
January 3 – 14.

Trees can also be cut into 4-foot lengths or less and taken to the University 
Road Transfer Station for a charge. Details at sunshinedisposal.com or call 
them at 509.924.5678. 

Additional charge applies for those without yard waste pickup service. 
Get more details at 1.877.466.4668 or online at wmnorthwest.com.

Driving in Spokane Valley has become more dangerous 
during 2021. The Spokane Valley Fire Department 
(SVFD) has responded to 874 auto accidents during the 
first 9 months compared to 751 for 2020 and 859 for 
2019. It is difficult to point to a single cause, however 
at least one common denominator exists. Many of these 
accidents involve collisions at high speeds, resulting in 
more significant injury and damage to people and cars. 
Often, the victims require critical care and transport to 
local hospitals with serious or life-threatening injuries. 

It is important to note that these high-speed 
accidents are happening across all the areas that we 
serve including Spokane Valley, Liberty Lake, Millwood, 
Greenacres, and Otis Orchards. 

Help yourself, neighbors, and emergency response 
personnel by reducing speed, leaving early, and silencing 
phones. Eliminate all driving distractions. 

As winter approaches, reduce speed, allow for 
adequate stopping distance, and be mindful of reduced 
daylight hours which make pedestrians and children 
outside more difficult to see.  

I wish you all a safe remainder of 2021. It truly is my 
privilege and honor to serve as the Fire Chief of this 
wonderful community!

Bryan Collins
Learn more at spokanevalleyfire.com
 

Auto accidents increase 16%
over 2020 totals
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A COMMUNITY WHERE BUSINESSES 
FLOURISH AND PROSPERBusiness

Licensing Did you know that nearly 12,000 registered businesses perform services 
in Spokane Valley?

It’s true. Following Spokane Valley Municipal Code 5.05, every person 
engaged in business or continuing business during the calendar year is 
required to annually register with the city. City business registration is 
provided through the Washington State Department of Revenue (DOR) 
Business Licensing Service. You can apply online at dor.wa.gov/city-
license-endorsements/spokane-valley. 

Annual city business registration and state business license renewals 
are also provided through the State Business Licensing Service. Renewals 
may be submitted online at bls.dor.wa.gov/renewbusiness.aspx.

For questions regarding the application, please contact DOR Business 
Licensing at 360.705.6741. They also have a Spokane office located at 
1330 N. Washington St., #5600, Spokane, WA 99201 or you can call 
them at 509.327.0200. 

HOME BUSINESS APPLICANTS
Any business license with a location as a residential address will be 

asked to complete a home business application. This will be provided by 
the City of Spokane Valley to the business owner.

To check the status of your license, get a copy of your license, or ask 
general business licensing questions please contact us at 509.720.5333.

BUSINESS RESOURCES
The Washington State Small Business website is a helpful place for 

finding resources and answers to your questions regarding starting and 
operating a business in Washington. Visit business.wa.gov for a roadmap 
for opening a business and additional links to Washington’s Small 
Business Liaisons.

Crime Check is a service provided by Spokane Regional 
Emergency Communications for non-emergency calls. 
Crime Check can be reached at 509.456.2233 and now 
they also offer an online option to report a crime.

To file an official police report online for a crime or 
incident that occurred within Spokane County, excluding 
state highways, visit srec911.org/online-reporting. Using 
the online police report system allows people to submit 
a report immediately and print a copy of the police 
report at no cost. 

 When to contact Crime Check?
• To file a report for a crime that is no longer occurring.

• If you witnessed a crime that previously occurred.

• If you have information about a past crime.

• To add information on a previous crime report.

• If you are the victim of a crime that is not in progress.

• To report a crime after the fact which does 
not require an officer/deputy at the scene.

CRIME CHECK NOW PROVIDES ONLINE REPORTING OPTION



Spokane Valley’s Solid 
Waste Management Plan

       FOR THE

         THE

      

(OR CART)

Regularly, citizens take their solid waste – garbage, recyclables and compostables (yard waste and 
food scraps) – out to the curb and it goes away. Poof - gone. It’s simple … or is it? Actually, behind 
the easy waste removal there is a huge industry with many components and requirements.

The City of Spokane Valley’s Solid Waste Management Plan provides a description of and 
guidance for the city’s solid waste program which handles the various types of solid 
and hazardous wastes. 

The overall goal is to provide citizens with efficient, 
reliable, affordable, and environmentally responsible 
solid waste services. For this, the plan includes 
recommendations and goals for reducing waste and 
improving collection, and processing and disposal of 
the different waste types. The plan focuses on the next 
five to six years while also looking into the needs of the 
solid waste program 20 years from now.

We are about to embark on the next update of the plan 
which will include the latest on the above information as 
well as new requirements from bills recently passed by the 
Legislature. These bills address items like banning single-
use plastic bags, reducing contamination in recyclables, and 
reducing food waste. 

Information on the city’s plan can be found at 
spokanevalley.org/solidwaste.

Like the city, Washington State also has a Solid Waste 
Management Plan. The state’s plan guides the management 
of wastes and materials in Washington and provides 
direction for governments to most wisely manage waste 
and materials. Its vision is to eliminate waste and toxics 
wherever possible and use the remaining wastes as 
resources. Many actions in the plan require assistance 
from partners, like Spokane Valley, to succeed.

The State Plan is also being updated with a final draft 
proposed to be out in December 2021. The State Plan can 
be found at ecology.wa.gov/beyondwaste.
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