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Appleway Trail 
Now Open
Earlier this year, the last connecting section of the 
Appleway Trail was completed between Evergreen 
Road and Sullivan Road. This nearly mile long section 
has created a paved pathway that runs for more than 
5 miles from University Road in the heart of Spokane 
Valley east to Liberty Lake.  

The trail provides a safe and accessible alternative 
for pedestrians and bicyclists seeking east-west 
transportation options. It also provides a place for 
people of all ages and abilities to improve their health 
through recreation. The trail has been constructed on 
the Milwaukee Railroad track right-of-way. The railroad 
ran through agricultural lands 
in Spokane Valley in the early 
20th Century, eventually being 
abandoned and removed. 
In 2012, the city secured a 
collaborative agreement with 
Spokane County and Spokane 
Transit Authority that allowed for development of a paved 
multi-use path on the property. The first section of the 
trail was constructed in 2015, with additional sections 
added in recent years. In the future, a connection is 
planned between University Road and Balfour Park.

Dedicated trail parking is available at the University 
Road, Tschirley Road, Best Road and Pines Road locations. 
Drinking fountains can be found at five places along the 

trail, along with three restroom 
facilities, and numerous 
benches, garbage cans, and 
pet waste stations. The trail 
includes safety features 
at major street crossings. 
Future amenities may include 

exercise equipment, play equipment, picnic shelters and 
other offerings along the trail.

Discover more about this new community pathway at 
SpokaneValley.org/applewaytrail. 

Discover more at
SpokaneValley.org/applewaytrail
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Spokane Valley Cares
WE’RE HERE TO HELP!

As the COVID-19 pandemic continued to impact 
everyone’s lives, the City of Spokane Valley shifted into 
action in an effort to support residents needing to pay 
rent, food and utility bills and businesses struggling 
to support employees while doing their best to serve 
customers. 

Spokane Valley received Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) Act funds from the 
State of Washington. Initially, in the spring, the City 
was allocated $2.9 million and this fall received an 
additional $1.45 million. 
This amounted to a total of 
$4.35 million, the purpose 
of which was solely to assist 
individuals and businesses, 
including school districts and 
nonprofits that have been 
negatively impacted by the 
pandemic 

On Tuesday, August 11,  
the Spokane Valley City 
Council approved using these 
federal funds designed to 
deliver housing, utility, and 
food assistance programs 
to Spokane Valley residents 
along with additional funds 
for three area school districts 
for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). Agreements 
were signed with Spokane Neighborhood Action 
Partners (SNAP) for $993,424 as they were able to 
help with rent and mortgage assistance to nearly 
300 people amounting to approximately $650,000. 
SNAP also helped almost 250 people with utility 
assistance of more than $100,000, which has included 
basic internet service to adults applying for jobs and 
unemployment and school age children with the 
adjustment to online K-12 education. 

Another agreement was made with local nonprofit, 
Spokane Valley Partners to bring food assistance 
to Spokane Valley residents through an initial 
amount of $236,640. Spokane Valley Partners used 
approximately $100,000 of those funds to purchase 
two refrigerated trucks for mobile deliveries. This 
creates the ability to deliver fresh groceries, including 
meat and dairy products to those who are not able 
to visit their location. The remaining money was used 
to directly provide food, clothing and items such as 

diapers to city residents, often 
through food distribution 
events at various locations 
across the city. When the city 
received additional COVID 
relief funds, Spokane Valley 
Partners received an extra 
$300,000 to continue the 
sharing of food throughout 
the city. 

The city also awarded 
Central Valley, West Valley 
and East Valley School 
Districts a total of $135,281 
to assist with the cost 
of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) and social 
distancing measures. Central 

Valley, the largest of the school districts serving city 
residents, received half the money, while the other 
two school districts split the remaining funds. In the 
second round of CARES Act funds, the city was able to 
direct $100,000 to Central Valley School District and 
$180,322 to East Valley School District for use in PPE 
acquisition and COVID-related expenses.

To support local businesses and nonprofits severely 
challenged by the impacts of the pandemic, the city 
established a Spokane Valley Cares grant program 

“As a single parent,
the COVID relief funds 
helped with paying my 
rent and internet. Two 

bills that as a single 
income household

are stressful.”

~ SNAP recipient
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focused on helping organizations going through 
financial hardship, by awarding funds to keep their 
businesses going and employees working. The city 
partnered with the Greater Spokane Valley Chamber 
of Commerce to administer the grant application 
program. They partnered with the Innovia Foundation 
for online application hosting, processing, software 
and database services. 

An application period was opened for small 
businesses and nonprofits to apply for funding up to 
$7,158 each. If applicants met certain criteria their 
application was included in a lottery format and 218 
businesses and 28 nonprofits were selected in the first 
round of the grant, which closed in early September. 
Overall, in the first round of grants, the city awarded 
$1,352,204 to small businesses and $194,666 to 
nonprofits. 

As $1.45 million in additional COVID relief funds 
were received from the State of Washington, the city 
decided to open a second round of grants in October 
for businesses and nonprofits. Criteria was expanded 
to make more organizations eligible and in the second 
round of grants, the city awarded 97 businesses a 
total of $621,758 and 11 nonprofits with $68,807 in 
grants. Organizations that received grants in round 1 
or other local grants in the county were not selected 
to receive round 2 grants. 

As the entire world grapples with COVID-19 on so 
many different fronts, the city continues to collaborate 
with Spokane County, the State of Washington and 
the U.S. Government to quickly allocate COVID relief 
funds that meet the widespread needs of our diverse 
and growing population. 
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City evaluating future
housing needs
HOUSING ACTION PLANS FOR CITIES ACROSS WASHINGTON

The City of 
Spokane Valley 
is proactively 
assessing its 
housing stock to 
ensure it meets 

the needs of our growing population. Where will people 
live? Will housing be affordable for people of all income 
levels? How far away will I have to live from my job to 
find a home I can afford? 

In early 2020, the city applied for and received a grant 
from the Washington State Department of Commerce 
to develop a Housing Action Plan (HAP) consistent 
with E2SHB 1923. A HAP is an implementation guide 
that develops clear, actionable strategies such as code 
changes to meet current and future housing needs. 

USING DATA TO INFORM DECISIONS
This project began with a housing needs assessment 
(HNA) to confirm the types of housing the city has, the 
estimated future housing needs, and the gaps between 
what we have and what we’ll need. The HNA identified 
several trends that will inform our HAP.

• Spokane Valley’s housing stock mostly consists 
of single-family detached homes (66%) and lacks 
housing diversity needed to accommodate future 
demand. The city has a low supply (9%) of “missing 
middle” housing (e.g., townhomes, duplexes) which 
allows more seniors, millennials, and couples to 
downsize and remain in their community, while 
also providing more options for working families 
to get a foothold in great neighborhoods. 

• Spokane Valley median household incomes have 
increased from 2012 to 2018. For homeowners, 
median income has increased by nearly 25% from 
$61,873 to $77,299. Overall, these trends indicate 
increasing pressure to the already limited supplies 
of moderate and middle-income housing. 

• Population growth coupled 
with housing underproduction 
throughout Spokane Valley and the 
region has added pressure to an 
already limited housing supply and 
contributed to rising housing costs. 
While city rents have grown more 
than 15% since 2010, home prices 
increased by more than 48%. 
The escalating cost of housing is 
a top concern for people finding 
few options for housing that’s 
affordable given their income.

• Affordable housing remains a 
challenge in this city. Over 80% of 
extremely low-income households 
renting and owning paid more than 
50% of their income on housing. In 
addition, over three-fourths of very low-income renters 
and homeowners and over one-third of moderate-
income owners and renters paid more than 30% of 
their income on housing. As housing costs rise, this 
disproportionally impacts our low-income neighbors.

WHY HOUSING IS A TIMELY AND 
IMPORTANT TOPIC FOR SPOKANE VALLEY
In short, population growth, increased median household 
income, and a housing deficit. This means that Spokane 
Valley residents have more means to purchase homes 
that suit their families but currently not enough housing 
stock and variety to meet demand. 

Spokane Valley’s population growth and housing 
development has remained steady for most of the 
decade. From 2010 to 2018, Spokane Valley’s population 
grew by 7%, adding 6,055 new residents. Recent 
projections suggest that by 2037 the city will need 
about 6,660 new housing units of a variety of types 
to accommodate a total city population of 109,913. 
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Spokane Valley housing types shown clockwise from top right:
Accessory Dwelling Unit; Multifamily; Townhome; 

Duplex; Single Family; Group Living; Cottage. 

This includes 1,463 housing units to address housing 
underproduction over the last decade. That averages to 
351 new units per year through 2037 to meet demand. 
This is slightly more construction than the annual 
average between 2010 and 2019, which was 345.

Spokane Valley aims to support robust housing 
growth and advance strategies in support of housing 
growth for a diversity of housing types and affordability 
levels. The images show the different types of housing in 
Spokane Valley and the variety and diversity of housing 
types the city may encourage development of through 
this HAP.

OUR GOAL FOR HOUSING
City of Spokane Valley Housing Action Plan project 
manager, Chaz Bates said, “This fall the city surveyed 
the community and asked why people choose to live 
in Spokane Valley. The top response was lifestyle. 
Providing a variety of housing types allows the city 

to meet the needs of 
the community and our 
quality of life.” One survey 
respondent commented, “I’ve lived [all over northeastern 
Washington and Idaho] and Spokane Valley feels 
like home... The City of Spokane Valley listens to the 
citizens.” 

The city’s goal in this effort is to ensure that 
individuals and families can stay and grow here in our 
wonderful community.

The completion of the Housing Action Plan, currently 
slated for mid-2021, will help identify strategies, policy 
changes, and code modifications to support needed 
housing development. 

If you have thoughts, feedback or ideas on housing 
in Spokane Valley, find project information online at 
spokanevalley.org/HAP. 
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IMPROVEMENTS WRAP UP AT 
CENTERPLACE WEST LAWN 
In a two-phased effort to develop the west lawn 
at CenterPlace into a space capable of hosting 
large-scale events, such as concerts and festivals is 
nearing completion this fall.  

Phase I, completed in 2018 at a cost of $205,000 
consisted of modifying berms, swales, and dry wells 
to create a flat west lawn outside CenterPlace. 
A meadow north of the building was graded and 
leveled and includes electricity, irrigation, sod, trees, 
and fencing.

Phase II, at a cost of approximately $2 million, 
began this past March and includes a hardscaped 
plaza,  restroom facilities, a concessions building, a 
storage building, additional electrical and lighting, 
and beautiful lawn areas,  a stage and dance area, 
and space for vendors and food trucks.  

Capital 
Improvement 
Projects
CENTERPLACE GETS NEW ROOF
While the COVID-19 pandemic has kept the 
CenterPlace Regional Event Center closed since 
March, work began this past June on removing and 
replacing the roof that has experienced leaks over 
several years.  

Work continued this summer and fall as the 
54,000-square-foot facility was receiving a new 
asphalt composition shingle roof with a 30-year life 
cycle. Installation of the new roof was completed in 
November at a cost of approximately $800,000. 

Upgrades at CenterPlace expand 
potential of event center
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Prepared for snow this winter? 
We are ready!

PLOWING
When snow begins falling, the City of Spokane Valley 
crew goes into action. Our primary routes—which include 
main arterials, critical intersections and hillsides—are 
plowed whenever snow accumulates. You can track the 
progress of the plows on our website at spokanevalley.
org/snowinfo. When possible, the main plowing of snow 
takes place overnight as it’s the safest time for both 
citizens and the plow driver given less traffic on the 
roads. Also the faster that roadways are cleared the less 
likelihood snow will become a layer of ice.

The City has 919 lane miles, including 624 lane miles 
of residential streets which are considered for plowing 
when traffic flow is significantly reduced. The City uses 
contracted road graders to plow residential streets and 
this endeavor takes about 48 hours to complete.

If you would like to be notified when the City of 
Spokane Valley starts a full residential plow, sign up for 
email alerts at spokanevalley.org/signup or follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter. 

There are a few areas not plowed by the city 
including Trent Avenue (SR 290) and Highway 27, 
which are plowed by the Washington State Department 
of Transportation. For more 
information, contact WSDOT at 
509.324.6000.

Privately owned roads within 
the city limits are not plowed by 
the city. To find out if you live on 
a privately owned road check out 
our snow map at spokanevalley.
org/snowinfo. 

DEICING
Liquid deicing is applied on bridges, arterial intersections, 
specific hillsides and at critical intersections when 
snow, ice or frost is predicted. Granular deicer may be 
used on arterial streets if conditions warrant. Deicer is 
not applied on residential streets except at controlled 
intersections and certain problem areas.  

SIDEWALKS
To help keep sidewalks safer for schoolchildren, seniors 
and those with mobility concerns, community members 
are responsible for keeping sidewalks cleared when three 
or more inches of snow/ice accumulate.

This year, the city will be hiring a contractor to clear 
sidewalks along arterials that are designated Tier 1 and 
Safe Routes to School, which is a total of 35 miles of 
sidewalk. The city recognizes that street plows can throw 
snow on sidewalks and our goal is to lessen the impact 
to property owners in these areas. 

Learn more about the sidewalk ordinance and which 
areas are Tier 1 on our website at spokanevalley.org/
snowinfo. 

Visit spokanevalley.org/snowquestions
for answers to frequently asked questions

about plowing and snow removal.

9

VIEW
 | FALL 2020/W

IN
TER 2021



The economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has 
created financial challenges for nearly every municipality 
and organization worldwide. Due to the pandemic, 
the City of Spokane Valley has experienced lower than 
expected revenues in 2020, primarily in collection of 
sales taxes.  However, due to maintaining strong reserve 
balances, the declines in revenues are not expected to 
have a detrimental effect on city services. 

The city has a history of responsible fiscal 
management to ensure sustained financial stability. 
The budget is built to maintain a positive fund balance 
providing for the city’s cash flow needs without costly 
borrowing. The city continues to provide key services to 
the community while holding down taxes, fees and other 
charges. 

The 2021 budget is scheduled to be approved by City 
Council this December after a series of public hearings 
and discussions. The budget priorities are public safety, 
pavement preservation, transportation and infrastructure 
and economic development. 

Every year the goal is to have recurring revenues 
exceed recurring expenses in the General Fund, and 
the 2021 budget has achieved that again. The recurring 
revenues are estimated to be nearly $325,000 or .72% 
above recurring expenses. The 2021 recurring revenues 
are estimated to be approximately $978,000 or 2.2% 
more than the 2020 amended budget. However, 2020 
revenues were amended down by $3.8 million or nearly 
8% due to an anticipated reduction in revenues from the 
ongoing negative impact of the pandemic on businesses.

The largest sources of revenues are sales taxes and 
property taxes, which are estimated at $37.86 million or 
83% of 2021 General Fund recurring revenues. Revenue 
estimates are based upon a combination of historical 
collections and future projections. General sales taxes 
are estimated to be $22.22 million, an increase of 2% 
over the 2020 amended budget. Property taxes are 
estimated to be $12.72 million.

General fund recurring expenditures are estimated 
to be approximately $45.1 million, up 2.20% from 

the 2020 amended budget. Public safety is still the 
largest expenditure at $28.1 million, which includes law 
enforcement, courts, prosecution, public defense and 
jail-related services. That’s 62% of general fund recurring 
expenditures. 

The city-wide budget includes $32.6 million in capital 
costs, which we anticipate will be paid for in part by 
$21.1 million in grant revenues. This represents 65% of 
capital expenditures being covered with money from 
Washington state and federal grants. 

The city is examining the need to balance the cost of 
pavement preservation against other transportation and 
infrastructure needs. One option under consideration is 
to use real estate excise taxes to keep our roads in good 
shape, but this can limit the funds we have available 
for matching grants and for upcoming railroad grade 
separation projects at Pines Road and Barker Road.

In 2021, the city will remain at 95 full-time 
equivalents (FTEs) staff. There is one vacant position in 
Economic Development being repurposed to Engineering 
due to workload and one vacant Engineer position that 
was budgeted 50/50 between Engineering and Street 
Capital Projects being repurposed to a Housing and 
Homeless Services Coordinator in the City Manager’s 
Department. Since incorporation, the city has taken a 
conservative approach to adding new staff and continues 
to have the lowest per capita employee count of any 
Washington city with a population of 50,000 or greater. 

City Council reviewing 
2021 budget

2021 Budget

10

V
IE

W
 | 

FA
LL

 2
02

0/
W

IN
TE

R 
20

21



Public Safety
$28,180,515

Capital Projects Funds
$35,492,612

Street Fund
$5,567,200

Stormwater & APA Funds
$5,004,116

Council / Executive / Ops & Admin
$4,612,291

Community & Public Works
$5,957,563

Parks & Recreation
$3,142,674

Tourism Promotion
$708,240

General Government
$5,384,723

Risk Management
$425,000

Debt Service
$1,043,850

Other Activities
$2,450,000

2021
CITY WIDE EXPENDITURES

$97,968,784
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PUBLIC SAFETY TRANSPORTATION
ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT

INFRASTRUCTURE
PAVEMENT

PRESERVATION

This chart displays the 2021 Budget based upon programs and services.



2020, the year of sharp vision started out in the longest economic 
expansion period in United States history, while things haven’t 
exactly gone as planned, looking back we have actually accomplished 
a lot more than we initially realize.

MAYOR’S CORNER

We invested $3 million in additional improvements to 
the CenterPlace Regional Event Center, providing a new 
roof and a new outdoor event space giving events new 
opportunities to either embrace both inside and outside 
amenities or possibly a new venue for primarily outdoor 
events. This commitment from our city has also sparked 
a new partnership in the form of development across the 
street. A new Tru by Hilton Hotel (which is locally owned) is 
being constructed and is scheduled to be open before the 
end of the year. This hotel is a national leader in technology 
and the first of its kind. Having a hotel across the street 
from CenterPlace will bring a new level of attraction to the 
area and facility. We are very excited to have the new hotel 

in Spokane Valley and can’t 
wait to see what other new 
developments arise in the 
remaining vacant land next 
to them in the Mirabeau 
Park area.

For those who like to 
go for a walk, earlier this 
year we completed the final 
section of the Appleway Trail 
providing uninterrupted 

access from Appleway and University all the way into 
Liberty Lake. This was a large multi-year project that we 
couldn’t have completed without the support from our 
4th District State Legislators who helped secure numerous 
state grants supporting the development and the Spokane 
County Commissioners for allowing us to build the trail 
along their corridor. 

One of the main ways we have been able to bring these 
projects to fruition is through partnerships with other 
governmental agencies and entities to bring more of your 
tax dollars back home. Similarly, with all of the COVID 
relief funds being available we have been able to secure 
and distribute over $4 million in relief to businesses, 

The Barker Grade Separation Project continues to move 
forward, the right of way acquisitions are progressing, and 
we are scheduled to receive bids from contractors early 
next year. Remembering back to all the grant requests 
and meetings about the benefits of the project, we often 
talked about the 500 plus acres of undeveloped industrial 
land surrounding the project site, which were limited 
based upon the failing level of service at the Barker and 
Trent intersection, which is also going to be improved with 
this project. Initially, it was estimated to take 25 years to 
develop this area with the approval of the project, despite 
the economic challenges of COVID-19, much of that area 
is already under construction or in discussions with our 
city permitting department 
to review plans. More 
businesses bringing more 
jobs and more opportunity 
to our community. One very 
large facility alone is on 
100 acres, and is estimated 
to bring 1,300 plus jobs. 
With 20 other projects 
in progress, Katerra was 
just the beginning of the 
Northeast Industrial Area of our city booming well before 
we even get the catalyst project under construction let 
alone completed.

While remaining committed to our pay as you go 
philosophy where we only invest in projects with our cash 
on hand without having to borrow money, with the strong 
economy leading up to 2020 we were able to implement 
a number of major achievements in community amenities 
this year. We secured 40+ acres of land adjacent to the 
Spokane River and combined with the adjacent 20 acres 
of Washington State Parks Department land, we now have 
an opportunity to bring on a new 60-acre park with grade 
level access to the river for our community.

“We were able to
implement a number of major 
achievements in community 

amenities this year.”
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Citizens
can submit a 

request 24 hours 
a day, seven 
days a week. 

community members, and families to try and help us all 
not only survive the COVID pandemic, but come out 
stronger on the other side. This is the first time in our city’s 
history we have been able to fund programs like this for 
our community, and not all cities have been able to deploy 
these funds out into their communities like we have.

This year has been a record year on both private and 
city development within our community, thank you for the 
opportunity to serve as your Mayor, and I have to believe 

that 2021 will be even better. If you have any feedback, 
suggestions, or questions please feel free to reach out. I 
or any of your City Council members always appreciate 
hearing from you and want to encourage more people to 
get involved. 

Ben Wick, Mayor
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SVexpress is a service that is available on the city’s website or in a 
mobile app that allows citizens to report a concern to the City of 
Spokane Valley and request assistance. 

Common issues that are reported include downed street signs, 
potholes, overgrown vegetation, plugged drains, illegal graffiti or 
dumping of trash. 

When a concern is reported, SVexpress assigns the case to the 
appropriate city department for processing. The system allows 
city staff to communicate by email to the citizen that reported the 
concern after the issue has been corrected or resolved.

Citizens can submit a request for assistance through SVexpress 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. However, the request will only 
be processed during regular city business hours. 

Citizens should not use SVexpress to report an emergency, but 
rather dial 911. For non-emergency crimes call Crime Check at 
509.456.2233.

Through SVexpress, citizens can take an active role in ensuring 
their city streets, pathways and parks are clean and safe. 

HOW TO REPORT A CONCERN

Report it with SVexpress online at spokanevalley.org/311

Download the SVexpress mobile app on iOS or Android.
Submitted requests are monitored during business hours.

Call the city at 509.720.5000

SVexpress
A TOOL FOR CITIZENS TO REPORT THEIR CONCERNS AND 
HELP KEEP OUR CITY CLEAN AND SAFE



Your Spokane Valley mayor and 
councilmembers value the opportunity to 
hear from you directly, and want you to know 
they are just an email or phone call away 
when you need to discuss city government or 
legislation. To email the entire council, send 
to: citycouncil@spokanevalley.org

POSITION 1

Rod Higgins
rhiggins@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5066

CITY HALL 
GENERAL INFORMATION

10210 E. Sprague Avenue
509.720.5000
509.720.5065 Fax 
cityhall@spokanevalley.org
spokanevalley.org

WASTE MANAGEMENT 
TRANSFER STATION

Spokane Valley University 
Road Transfer Station
2405 N. University Road
509.924.5678
spokanevalley.org/solidwaste

City of Spokane Valley administration are committed to providing 
excellent customer service. They want to hear from you anytime 
you have questions, comments, or concerns regarding legislative 
policy or city operations and services. 

POSITION 2

Brandi Peetz, DEPUTY MAYOR

bpeetz@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5064

POSITION 3

Arne Woodard
awoodard@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5062

POSITION 4

Ben Wick, MAYOR

bwick@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5065

POSITION 5

Pam Haley
phaley@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5060

POSITION 7

Linda Thompson
lthompson@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5061

POSITION 6

Tim Hattenburg
thattenburg@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5063

Mark Calhoun 
CITY MANAGER

mcalhoun@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5100

– Chris Bainbridge
CITY CLERK

cbainbridge@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5102

– Cary Driskell
CITY ATTORNEY

cdriskell@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5150

– Chelsie Taylor
FINANCE DIRECTOR

ctaylor@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5040

– Mike Stone
PARKS & RECREATION DIRECTOR

mstone@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5400

– Dave Ellis
POLICE CHIEF

djellis@spokanesheriff.org
509.477.3300

John Hohman 
DEPUTY CITY MANAGER

jhohman@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5300

– Bill Helbig
CITY ENGINEER

bhelbig@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5320

– Jenny Nickerson
BUILDING OFFICIAL

jnickerson@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5305

– Mike Basinger
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MANAGER

mbasinger@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5331
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Spokane Valley’s 2021
State Legislative Agenda
PINES ROAD GRADE SEPARATION PROJECT
The City requests $19.3 million to construct the Pines 
Road Grade Separation project. Pines Road is one 
of the region’s key transportation corridors, carrying 
residential, commercial, and industrial traffic from Trent 
Avenue (SR 290) across the Spokane River to I-90. 
This project will provide grade separation at a crossing 
that 60 trains travel through each day, blocking traffic 
movements for nearly four hours. The project also 
improves the intersection of two state highways, Pines 
Road (SR 27) and Trent Avenue (SR 290). Pines Road is 
the primary access to almost 230 acres of undeveloped 
mixed use, commercial and industrial land. 

Total project cost is estimated at $29 million. Thus 
far, the City has secured $9.7 million and project design 
and right-of-way acquisition are already underway. 
The project will be shovel ready in 2022. The City is 
requesting $19.3 million to construct this ready-to-go 
project. 

SUPPORT FOR THE WWRP PROGRAM: FLORA 
ROAD PARK/NORTH BANK RIVER TRAIL 
PROJECT 
The City supports funding the Washington Wildlife and 
Recreation Program (WWRP). In the WWRP local parks 
grant program, the City is ranked 23 out of 80 to receive 
a $1 million grant for the Flora Road Park/North Bank 
River Trail Project to reimburse the City for a portion of 
the purchase costs. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TOOLS 
The City encourages the Legislature to adopt mechanisms 
that promote increased economic development within 
our communities, including local increment financing 
tools like those that exist in other states and limiting 
unduly restrictive regulatory burdens on businesses, 
most importantly on small businesses. 

FAIRGROUNDS EXHIBITION CENTER 
The City requests $4 million to construct an Exhibition 
Center at the Spokane County Fairgrounds, located in 
the City of Spokane Valley, to spur the local tourism 
economy. The Exhibition Center would increase the 
capacity of the Fairgrounds to host regional events and 
capitalize on existing visitors to the Fairgrounds and 
Avista Stadium, home of the Spokane Indians baseball 
club. The building would include space for a restaurant 
with indoor and outdoor seating options. This would 
provide additional opportunities for destination visits to 
the site while providing a convenient space for existing 
patrons to extend their visit. This space could also be used 
in a variety of ways in future public health or emergency 
crises from administering tests or inoculations, to 
storing and distributing personal protective equipment. 
The building is estimated to cost $10 million, and we 
anticipate we’ll finance this with a $4 million grant, $2.9 
million in lodging taxes previously set aside for this 
purpose, and $3.1 million in bond proceeds that will 
be repaid with future lodging tax proceeds. Spokane 
County would own, maintain, and operate. 

DEFEND LOCAL CONTROL 
A foundational belief for the Spokane Valley City Council 
and the citizens they represent is that the most effective 
level of government is the one closest to the people. As 
such, the Council urges the Legislature to respect local 
decision-making. 

SHARED REVENUES 
The City requests that the Legislature protect and 
enhance local state-shared revenues to allow the City to 
deliver vital services to its residents. These funds include 
the Liquor Excise Tax Account, Liquor Board Profits, 
Municipal Criminal Justice Assistance Account, City-
County Assistance Account, and Marijuana Revenues. 
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Each year, the Spokane Valley City Council sets 
aside funds in the city’s budget to contract for 
services with organizations and activities that 
benefit the Spokane Valley community. City 
Council selected 18 nonprofit organizations to 
share in $182,000 in economic development 
and social services funding from the city’s 2021 
budget. Agencies and amounts are listed below: 

ELEVATIONS CHILDREN’S THERAPY - $5,244 
to support therapy for children with special 
needs. (Funding requested: $15,000)

FAMILY PROMISE OF SPOKANE - $14,151 to 
equip families and communities to end the cycle 
of homelessness. (Funding requested: $50,000)

GREATER SPOKANE COUNTY MEALS ON 
WHEELS - $15,722 to deliver meals to vulnerable 
seniors in Spokane County enabling seniors to 
maintain their independence. (Funding requested: 
$30,000)

JAKT FOUNDATION - $10,765 for funding related 
to the Spokane Valley Farmers Market, CRAVE and 
Brews, Beats and Eats. (Funding requested: $63,000) 

CHRIST KITCHEN - $4,893 to help women in poverty 
with food and employment assistance. (Funding 
requested $15,000.

FEED SPOKANE - $3,225 to gather food donations 
to give to meal sites in the Spokane region. (Funding 
requested $6,050) 

HUB SPORTS CENTER - $4,222 for assistance in 
reaching youth, adults and seniors for events and 
activities in the community. (Funding requested: 
$5,000)

PROJECT BEAUTY SHARE - $850 to assist with the 
collection and distribution of kits for women to restore 
hope and dignity. (Funding requested: $2,500)

SPOKANE RAPIDS - $1,937 for assistance in their 
youth soccer program including costs related to their 
facility. (Funding requested: $5,000)

YWCA - $1,914 to support survivors of domestic 
violence, deliver opportunity and provide childhood 
education programs. (Funding requested: $7,000)

City awards grants to area nonprofits

SPOKANE VALLEY ARTS COUNCIL - $15,365 
to help support and promote local arts. (Funding 
requested: $52,600) 

SPOKANE VALLEY HERITAGE MUSEUM - $11,008 
to preserve and maintain access to local history. 
(Funding requested: $43,500) 

SPOKANE VALLEY PARTNERS - $39,508 to help 
provide food, clothing and other basic needs to 
thousands of families. (Funding requested: $70,000) 

SPOKANE VALLEY SUMMER THEATRE - $9,008 
for operation assistance to support the theater arts 
program for youth. (Funding requested: $46,000) 

TEEN & KID CLOSET - $7,965 to provide children 
and teens from low-income families in our 
community with new or gently used clothing at no 
cost. (Funding requested: $20,000) 

VALLEYFEST - $23,786 to help promote Valleyfest 
and a separate Valleyfest multicultural event. 
(Funding requested: $83,000) 

WIDOWS MIGHT - $12,437 to help with rent, health 
care and programs for widows in need. (Funding 
requested: $39,000) 
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NEW ALTERNATIVE RESPONSE UNIT
Following the achievements of the Spokane Valley Fire 

will further the goals and objectives for quality and timely 
service to our community.

Goals
• Supplement current EMS delivery model and continue 

to deliver quality and timely service to our community.
•

es of run volume for EMS calls.
• Positively impact crews experiencing the largest run 

volumes.

Objectives
•

emergencies.
•

• Meet or exceed accreditation EMS benchmarks.

Location of Units
•
•

In-service Date: November 2, 2020 

COOL WEATHER SAFETY TIPS

• Inspect your smoke detectors and change the battery.
•

warming or heating purposes. 
• Electric space heaters should be plugged directly into a wall 

around them when in use. 
•

•
level of your home.

ARU - Photo taken pre COVID-19
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Waste Management customers with a yard waste subscription can put unflocked 
Christmas trees in their yard waste container with decorations removed and cut
into 4-foot lengths or less. Pick up is on your normal service day during the first
two weeks of January between January 4 – 15. An extra charge applies for
those without a yard waste subscription. Get more details at 1.877.466.4668
or online at wmnorthwest.com.

Trees can also be cut into 4-foot lengths or less and taken to the 
University Road Transfer Station for a charge. Details can be found at 
sunshinedisposal.com or call them at 509.924.5678. 



Washington’s Single-Use Plastic Bag Ban

Every year Washingtonians use 2 billion single-use 
plastic bags. These bags are a big problem in they:

• Are both a physical and chemical 
threat to the environment

• Are a significant source of litter

• Clog up the machinery in the recycling system

To reduce these and other problems caused by plastic 
bags, effective January 1, 2021, Washington state will 
prohibit single-use plastic carryout bags in all retail and 
grocery stores, restaurants, takeout establishments, 

BAGS PROVIDED BY BUSINESS WITHOUT FEE

festivals, and markets. Carryout bags are those provided 
at a point of sale such as a home delivery, at a cash 
register, or other point of leaving the business. A small 
fee will be charged by the business to provide acceptable 
carryout bags or you can bring your own bag (no charge). 
Businesses have until June 11, 2021 to use up existing 
inventory of restricted bags.

Some bags will be exempt, such as those used by 
customers inside stores for prescription drugs, bulk 
items, or wrapping food. Other exempt bags include 
newspaper bags, door hanger bags, or dry cleaning bags.

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2021
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Requesting Police Services
(Calling 911 vs. Crime Check) 
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Open 7 Days a Week!
Spokane Valley residents have a convenient and affordable 
location to bring solid waste. It’s the University Transfer 
Station, located at 2405 N. University Road. Open from 7:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily (except for major holidays*).

Bring garbage, yard waste, clean green, recyclables and 
household hazardous waste. Recyclables and household 
hazardous waste are free to drop off, while the other items will 
have a fee. Payment options include cash or credit card only 
(no checks). 

Please remember to secure your load before driving to 
the Transfer Station. For your safety and the safety of others, 
please wear a mask while at the facility. For more information 
about the transfer station call 509.924.5678 or if online 
visit sunshinedisposal.com and click on the “Spokane Valley 
Transfer Station” link. 

While the transfer station remains open 
normal days and hours, in response to 
the pandemic and Governor Inslee’s 
emergency proclamation, customers who 
self-haul their garbage are asked to limit 
trips to essential trips only for garbage 
(please bag) that is likely to create a 
health hazard or spoil. Limiting non-
essential trips will reduce wait times and 
lessen the risk of exposure to themselves 
and transfer station employees.

*Holidays include New Year’s Day, Easter, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day.

The Spokane Valley Police Department (SVPD) provides vital life and safety services to 
City residents 24/7. The recommendations below are meant to clarify when to call 911 
and when to call Crime Check (509-456-2233).

WHEN TO CALL CRIME 

• To file a police report over the phone for a crime 
that is no longer taking place (such as discovering 
your car or garage was broken into overnight).

• Provide information about any potential past crimes.

• Provide additional information on 
a previous crime report.

• When people are in danger.

• Crimes in progress or recently concluded.

• To report suspicious activity.

• When in doubt call 9-1-1 and the call operators 
will route the call to the correct location.

• Do not call 9-1-1 about minor disagreements 
or complaints about service. This prevents 
emergencies from receiving timely responses.

?
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NorthwestWinterfest.com PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

November 27 to January 2 at Mirabeau Park Hotel and Convention Center

This year’s Northwest Winterfest was originally planned for the Mirabeau Meadows Park. In an effort to adhere to 
government regulations for social distancing, we have moved the event to Mirabeau Park Hotel and Convention Center. 
We plan to be back at Mirabeau Meadows Park in 2021.

Guests will be able to explore and walk through the WINTER WONDERLAND of hand-crafted lanterns on display 
in the main entrance area of the Mirabeau Park Hotel and Convention Center. This hand-crafted lantern display will 
include a large dragon, multiple pandas, reindeer, and holiday trees. This experience is FREE to explore. 

Northwest Winterfest has teamed up with the Spokane Arts Commission to have a minimum of 12 different local 
artists hand-paint 20 different hand-crafted lantern trees. Each tree will be representing a different cultural group from 
the region. There will be virtual events to entertain and educate the community on each of these cultures in our region. 
Each of the 20 trees will be up for auction and raising funds for 2021 Northwest Winterfest and Regional Non-Profits 
Organizations.


