
Pines Road/BNSF Railway
Grade Separation Project

The Pines Road/BNSF Railway Grade Separation Project is 
located in Spokane Valley, Wash., a city of nearly 105,000 
residents. The city is situated in the largest Metropolitan 
Statistical Area between Seattle and Minneapolis, and home to 
several large industrial parks. 

The project will remove a BNSF transcontinental rail line 
at-grade crossing at Pines Road (SR 27), one of Spokane 
Valley’s busiest arterial streets. In 2018, the Freight Mobility 
Strategic Investment Board (FMSIB) rated the Pines Road/BNSF 
crossing as the highest ranked unfunded Tier 1 rail crossing in 
the state out of 4,171 total crossings based on freight mobility 
and safety. Eliminating the crossing is critical to improving 
vehicle and pedestrian safety, increasing freight mobility and 
enhancing economic vitality across the region.

The crossing is adjacent to the intersection of Pines Road and 
Trent Avenue  (SR 290), which serves 35,000 vehicles per day, 
including freight trucks traveling from Canada and northern 
Idaho that connect to Interstate 90. A roundabout will be 
constructed at this intersection as part of the project. 

Key improvements

A Bridging the Valley Project

Project focus

Funding needed     $24.3 million
Federal funds secured    $  5.0 million
City funds secured     $  4.7 million
Total cost    $34.0 million 

n	The grade separation project will replace the Pines 
Road/BNSF crossing with an underpass and redesign the 
adjacent signalized intersection of Pines and Trent.  In 
conjunction with a grade separation project underway at 
the nearby Barker Road/BNSF crossing, this project will 
eliminate three of the city’s at-grade crossings (Barker, Flora 
and Pines). 

n	The crossing is located 200 yards north of Trent 
Elementary. The new underpass will reduce congestion and 
improve safety for students, staff and parents.

n The existing intersection and BNSF crossing limits 
development of 170 acres of mixed-use or commercially-
zoned property, and 56 acres of prime industrial-zoned 
property. The project will increase access to this property 
and generate additional economic development.
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Engineering design underway
Fully-funded, 2019-2023

Right-of-way acquisition underway
Fully-funded, 2019-2023

Construction shovel-ready, 2023
Unfunded, 2023-2025
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On average, 65 BNSF freight trains and two Amtrak passenger 
trains travel through the Pines Road/BNSF at-grade crossing 
each day.  This results in nearly 31,000 vehicle hours of delay 
each year, and at least seven vehicle collisions from 2017 to 
2021. BNSF plans to add a second main track to the existing 
rail line, possibly as early as 2023. A second track will likely 
increase train traffic and vehicle delays. 

The grade separation project also includes construction of 
a new roundabout at the adjacent intersection of Pines and 
Trent. There were 49 collisions in or near this intersection from 
2017 to 2021. This project supports the “Bridging the Valley” 
initiative to improve safety, create more effective freight 
routes and spur economic development in Spokane Valley.

Completion of the Pines Road/BNSF project will improve 
access to 170 acres of nearby mixed-use or commercially-
zoned property, and 56 acres of prime industrial-zoned 
property that is currently undeveloped (see graphic below). 
ECONorthwest conducted an economic impact analysis that 
quantified the projected economic and tax impacts of the 
project:

The project will significantly enhance vehicle and pedestrian 
safety, likely saving lives. In addition, it will greatly improve 
neighborhood livability. Overall the project:
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Washington State

n  $1.3 billion in total economic output in Spokane 
County ($686 million in direct spending) 

n  8,719 new jobs supported in Spokane County (4,312 
direct job impacts)

n  $8.2 million in new general fund taxes to Spokane 
Valley (25 years at 4%)

n  $101.9 million in new general fund taxes to 
Washington State (25 years at 4%)

n Eliminates the Pines Road/BNSF crossing – saving  
four hours per day (average gate-down time) in 
vehicle wait time.

n Improves commercial and residential traffic flow.
n Enhances access to I-90 and other main arterials in 

the Spokane Valley transportation network.
n Increases access to key emergency services located 

on the south side of the city.
n Enhances access to Trent Elementary for school 

buses, as well as students and families traveling to 
and from surrounding neighborhoods. 

n Eliminates 15 minutes of train horn noise per day 
at the crossing (based on 65 freight trains and two 
Amtrak passenger trains per day).


