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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

DOCUMENT PURPOSES 
There are five main purposes of the City’s Stormwater Management Program SWMP (SWMP) Plan:  

1. Current status of the SWMP and key accomplishments to date.
2. Serve as direction to Stormwater Utility staff for the current approved budget year
3. Suggest work or needs that should be considered in upcoming budget years.
4. Meet current regulatory requirements to have a comprehensive SWMP plan.
5. Educate the public on what the Stormwater Utility provides the community.

It is updated annually by City Stormwater Utility (Utility) staff, with input from the public and 
management for various activities and projects that the Utility performs. 

The current year Plan and other related documents are available on the City’s Stormwater website as 
required by State permit:  http://www.spokanevalley.org/stormwater 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS, CHALLENGES, KEY GOALS, AND FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS 
SUCCESSES 
The City continues to quantify, inspect, respond, protect, and improve its stormwater infrastructure 
while maintaining the lowest reported utility rate in the State.  Some of the highlights include:   

• Documented over 1700 inspections of drywells, catchbasins, and spills.
• Responded to over 200 stormdrainage calls.
• Protected storm drain fields by sweeping over 1,300 cubic yards (2.6 million pounds) of street

debris, cleaning over 1,400 structures, and maintaining over 12+ acres of irrigated turf
• Improved stormwater infrastructure by installing over 35 new structures.
• Improved drainage at 92 locations.

CHALLENGES 
• Continuing to deal with challenging and abnormal weather. Examples – July 22, 2016 rain event,

November 2015 windstorm aftermath, and the February/March 2017 frozen ground runoff
events.

• Continue to develop baseline strategy for water quality measures on CIP projects.
• Process and manage up to 7 grant applications approved for funding from Dept. of Ecology

KEY GOALS FOR 2018 
• Continue to integrate technology into work process to provide better inspection data and

monitoring of contractor performance (i.e. GIS field collection, GPS field tracking, and asset
management software)

• Provide technical assistance for the Glenrose/Central basin floodplain re-mapping.
• Complete design plans and specs, environmental review for up to 5 DOE grant approved

projects.

http://www.spokanevalley.org/stormwater
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•  
• To reduce in half the backlog of small projects and maintenance repairs execute 3 small works 

contracts. 
• Continue inventory mapping of storm drain pipes and data collection of swale inventory. 
• Complete the second half of Phase 3 for Ecology required Effectiveness Studies 
• Continue involvement in update of Stormwater Management Manual for Eastern Washington. 
• Continue involvement with Eastern Washington Stormwater Group to continue negotiations and 

discussions with Ecology regarding the proposed changes in the 2019 – 2024 NPDES permit. 
• a work force analysis to determine staffing requirements for the Stormwater Utility. 

FUTURE NEEDS & CONSIDERATIONS 
• Reduce backlog of small projects and maintenance repairs to less than 20, in order to focus on 

proactive system testing, and capital improvements at critical locations. 
• To defer added regulations, continue to design & build projects that eliminate outfalls to creeks. 
• Discussion with the community regarding service level expectations of the Stormwater Utility, 

including that of sweeping, flood maintenance, aquifer protection and proposed capital 
improvements 

• Sunset of the Aquifer Protection Area funding in 2025 – reduction in capital improvements 
• Long term plan to deal with maturing infrastructure needs 
• Study of the Stormwater Utility Fee:  Is it too high, not high enough, or just right? 

DOCUMENT ORGANIZATION 
The SWMP Plan is organized into the following sections and is meant to help to answer the questions 
below within each section. 

BACKGROUND:   
• Why is the City creating or updating this Plan?   
• Why does the City have a Storm and Surface Water Utility? 

ASSESSMENT, EVALUATION, AND PROGRAM PLANNING: 
• How do we know what success looks like? 

ASSET INVENTORY:  
• What stormwater structures and facilities does the City own? 

INFRASTRUCTURE INSPECTION: 
• In what condition are those structures and facilities? 

PREVENTION AND CLEANING: 
• EDUCATION, TRAINING, AND COLLABORATION:  How do people know what they can do? 
• MATERIAL REDUCTIONS:  How does the City reduce the load on the road? 
• SPILLS ON CITY STREETS:  How do we deal with spills to keep them out of drains? 
• SWEEPING:  How do we clean the street so that it doesn’t wash into drains? 
• STORM DRAIN CLEANING:  How do we clean what does get to the drains? 
• ROADSIDE LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE:  How does the Utility care for grassy swales that 

the City owns? 
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REPAIR & REPLACEMENT: 
• How does the Utility keep our drainage systems functioning? 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM: 
• How does the City make the system work better, protect the aquifer, or meet new 

environmental rules? 
FINANCIAL:  

• How is the Utility Funded to accomplish all of this and where can I find the budget? 
CONTACTS/REFERENCES 

• How can I learn more? 
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BACKGROUND 
Like many jurisdictions throughout the country, the City of Spokane Valley is required to comply with 
State and Federal stormwater regulations related to the Safe Drinking Water Act and the Clean Water 
Act to improve and protect water quality. 

SURFACE WATER PROTECTION, CLEAN WATER ACT 
• In 1972, Congress enacted the Clean Water Act (CWA) and charged the EPA with restoring the

nation’s waters to fishable and swimmable conditions. Under the CWA, point source discharges
to the nation’s waters require National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits.
In 1987, Congress broadened the CWA definition of "point source" to include municipal separate
storm sewer systems (MS4s).

• The 1987 expansion of the CWA was promulgated in two phases; the City of Spokane Valley fell
under the second phase, and is regulated by Ecology on behalf of the EPA. On January 17, 2007
Ecology issued to the City the “Eastern Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit”. The
Permit requires the City to address the quality of its stormwater discharges through the 16
outfalls (as of August 2015) it owns to surface waters of the State.

• Seventeen other cities and six counties in eastern Washington are also covered under the
Permit. The first Permit term became effective February 16, 2007 and expired July 31, 2014.
City operations are currently authorized under the second Permit term that became effective
August 1, 2014 and is scheduled to expire July 31, 2019.

• The first Permit term was designed to give jurisdictions an opportunity to develop their
stormwater management programs and prepare for the second permit term which requires
additional actions and an increased level of management and oversight. Since inception, the City
has been developing its stormwater management program in accordance with the requirements
of the Permits, including adoption of new ordinances, policies and procedures, contractor
specifications, purchasing equipment, and training staff.

The current Permit can be viewed in its entirety on Ecology’s website below. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/municipal/phaseiiEwa/ewph2permit.html 

DRINKING WATER PROTECTION, SAFE DRINKING WATER ACT 
• Congress enacted the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) in 1974 to protect public health by

regulating the nation’s drinking water supply through the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA). Under the SDWA, the EPA designated the Spokane Valley-Rathdrum Prairie as one of the
nation’s first Sole Source Aquifers.

• The SDWA established the Underground Injection Control (UIC) Program to safeguard
underground sources of drinking water. The EPA delegated UIC authority in 1984 to the
Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology).

• Most of the City’s streets discharge runoff through drywells, which are underground drain fields
considered by Ecology to be UIC’s, therefore most all of the City of Spokane Valley falls under
regulations administered by Ecology’s UIC program.

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/municipal/phaseiiEwa/ewph2permit.html
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• Owners of underground drain fields are required to implement a Stormwater Management 
Program. 

• Jurisdictions that have a current Municipal Stormwater NPDES Permit (protecting surface 
waters) and apply their stormwater management program to their entire City, also meet 
Ecology’s UIC requirements to provide a Stormwater Management Program.  This is what the 
City currently provides. 

WATER QUALITY 
Precipitation and runoff from approximately 98.5% of the area inside City limits either evaporates, is 
taken up by plants, or infiltrates into the ground.  Precipitation that infiltrates into the ground eventually 
filters down to the Spokane Valley-Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer, the sole source of drinking water for over 
400,000 people in the Spokane and North Idaho area.  The type of storm drain facilities that the City 
owns are classified by the EPA as municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s). The City’s systems 
are deemed separate as it does not convey flows to publicly owned wastewater treatment plants. 

Stormwater runoff has been identified by Ecology as “the number one water pollution problem in the 
urban areas of our state” (Ecology, 2007). Pollutants commonly found in stormwater include fertilizers, 
pesticides, vehicle fluids, trash, sediment and pet waste. Of course, stormwater may also contribute to 
problems associated with flooding. 

Keeping our drinking water clean and protecting it from runoff that could be carrying pollutants is very 
important, which are the very reasons why the City engages in and updates an annual Stormwater 
Management Program Plan. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A STORM AND SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
The Spokane Valley area has been managing drainage and stormwater runoff for a long time because of 
public trepidations regarding protection of the Spokane Valley-Rathdrum Prairie aquifer, meeting 
regulations, flood mitigation, and the long term protection and preservation of public drainage 
infrastructure.  Because of these concerns and issues, the community supported projects and activities 
that eventually formed into and became the City’s Storm and Surface Water Management Program.   

STORM AND SURFACE WATER UTILITY & FUND 
In order to support the activities of the City’s Storm and Surface Water Management Program and to 
track associated costs, City Council formed a Storm and Surface Water Utility and corresponding 
enterprise fund.  Subsequently, the name of the utility was shortened, and is referred to today as simply 
Stormwater Utility (Utility).  The Utility was founded with the creation of the City on March 31, 2003.  
The SVMC Chapter 3.80 outlines the establishment of the Utility.  This provides a permanent tracking and 
financial planning mechanism as part of the city's overall budget development process. The annual 
budget is typically adopted by City Council annually in the fall months for the following calendar year. 

Utility fees are collected based on the amount of hard surface area on developed properties within the 
City.  Residential units pay $21.00/year.  Commercial properties are charged $21.00 per 3,160 square 
feet of hard surfacing on the property. See Stormwater Utility Funding for more information. 

http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/SpokaneValley/html/spokanevalley03/SpokaneValley0380.html#3.80
http://www.spokanevalley.org/filestorage/6862/6927/8180/8361/Stormwater_Utility_Funding.pdf
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CITY ORDINANCES, CODES, AND ADOPTED STANDARDS 
The City enacted ordinances and codes that address runoff pollution protection in Permit required areas 
such as:  illicit discharge detection and elimination (IDDE), runoff from construction sites, and post-
construction stormwater management.  The City adopted Stormwater Management Regulations which 
can be found in the Spokane Valley Municipal Code (SVMC) Chapter 22.150.  The City also adopted the 
Spokane Regional Stormwater Manual which communicates what professionals should design and 
construct to meet runoff treatment standards and receive approvals for their projects.  City of Spokane 
Valley Street Standards and Plans also establish the minimum design and construction of all street 
related improvements in the City that includes features that convey, collect, store, and treat stormwater 
runoff. 

Passive enforcement of these regulations is conveyed through City issued permits, staff reviews & 
inspections, and through citizens reporting issues.  When necessary, the City actively utilizes its 
Compliance and Enforcement rules that are found in SVMC Chapter 17.100 to assist in conformity with 
City stormwater regulations. 

 

  

http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/SpokaneValley/html/spokanevalley22/SpokaneValley22150.html#22
http://www.spokanevalley.org/content/6836/6896/7068/7465.aspx
http://www.spokanevalley.org/Street-Standards
http://www.spokanevalley.org/Street-Standards
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/SpokaneValley/html/spokanevalley17/SpokaneValley17100.html#17.100
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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM PLAN (PLAN) 
ASSESSMENT, EVALUATION, AND PROGRAM PLANNING  
On a continual basis and in all areas discuss in this document, Stormwater Management Utility (Utility) 
staff collects data, assesses, and evaluates performance data and infrastructure status to determine 
gaps in service and needs to meet current service levels & expectations.  Staff uses the evaluations as a 
basis for recommendations to deal with issues and problems that warrant action and continued support 
in future budget years.  After approvals, Utility staff coordinates the work within the City with other 
departments, and through contract management for services.  This Plan documents the work to provide 
continuous improvement towards meeting the City’s policies, expectations, and obligations. 

Specifically, Utility staff performs the following 
services: 

• oversees the City’s stormwater 
infrastructure 

• plans and programs for continuous 
improvement 

• informs decision makers regarding 
possible future issues and needs 

• recommends program adjustments and 
annual budgets 

• coordinates work including contract 
management to inspect, protect, 
maintain, repair, replace, and improve 
City-owned drainage systems evaluates 
current programs  

• collects system data 
• evaluates program performance 

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE 
Utility staff collaborated with Spokane and Spokane County to complete the Spokane Regional 
Stormwater Manual, initiated draft ordinances that would need to pass in order to meet regulatory 
requirements, and initiated work to basically build a program from the ground up.  In subsequent years, 
Utility staff has worked to prioritize and rank projects, small to large and imitated and updates an annual 
Stormwater Capital Improvement Program.  Staff helped the City meet Underground Injection Control 
(UIC (or drywell)) regulations to develop and report to the State a “UIC Assessment and Retrofit Plan” 
with a model in GIS.  The model assists staff in assessing all City-owned drywells to determine retrofit 
priority, if any.   

  

Continuous 
Improvement

Plan/
Adjust

Budget &
Approval

Perform
Collect 
System

Data

Evaluate
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AVOIDING SPOKANE RIVER TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD (TMDL) REGULATIONS 

In 2011, Utility staff applied for and received $250,000 in grant funding to eliminate the last of 
stormwater outfalls to the Spokane River.  In 2015, the last of drains from City-owned roadway that 
dropped into the Spokane River were disconnected and new lines that took the water to new bio-
infiltration swales were attached.  This project ensured that 
the City would not be included in current and future TMDL 
regulation discussions or allocations, bypassing additional 
regulatory requirements.  It is estimated that this one project 
saved the City $50,000 a year in continued fees and staff time 
attending meetings regarding Dissolved Oxygen, Phosphorous, 
Heavy Metals, and PCB’s as well as dealing with additional 
reporting requirements in the NPDES Municipal Stormwater 
Permit.  

2018 GOALS 
• Draft the Update of the 2019 Stormwater Management Program Plan to better measure and

define each area of the Program to see what is needed for continuous improvement, which may
include increases or decreases in service levels.  Develop and compile a list of current or draft
Utility policies for what warrants a project or repair and what does not warrant a project
currently.

• Complete the Effectiveness Studies Phase 3b work for the Ecology Grant to help City meet
current stormwater permit requirements.

FUTURE YEAR NEEDS 
• Migration to a program centered solely around aquifer protection and the UIC requirements
• Utilize LID recommended practices to help mitigate losses in natural dispersion due to project

development.

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
The intent of this plan is to meet the following regulatory requirements: 

• Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) Underground Injection Control (UIC) Rule
• Ecology National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit.

Area: SWMP PE&O PI IDDE CSRC PCWM O&M TMDL M&A Rec 
Section: S5.A S5.B.1 S5.B.2 S5.B.3 S5.B.4 S5.B.5 S5.B.6 S7 S8 S9 

Applicabilty: Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes n/a Yes Yes 

“It is estimated that this 
one project saved the City 
$50,000 a year in 
continued fees and staff 
time…...” 
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ASSET INVENTORY 
The first step in good infrastructure management is to understand what type of systems or components 
(assets) are owned, quantity of those items, and where they are located.  Most regulatory requirements 
begin with the questions about what, how, and where the City owns something that could affect water 
quality, positive or negatively.  This also is key information to have prior to discussions about structural 
conditions or maintenance needs.  For the past 15 years, the Stormwater Utility (Utility) has strived to 
provide current information about the City’s drainage inventories using a GIS database. 

 

FIGURE 1:  EXAMPLE OF STORMWATER SYSTEM INVENTORY MAPPING 

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE 
Stormwater assets were inventoried by Spokane County up until the City of Spokane Valley was 
incorporated in 2003.  The City then worked and completed the structural inventory in 2009; with much 
of the work accomplished towards understanding the number and type of facilities.  Each year the 
inventory is updated as drainage structures are eliminated, found, or added with construction, 
maintenance, or inspection.  Table 1 shows an updated list through the end of 2017.  The inventory is 
kept in the City’s Geographic Information Systems (GIS) database that assists Utility staff in performing 
analysis of the system and keeping track of the almost 15,000 structures, 3,600 facilities and over 31 
miles of pipe & culverts.  A current and more detailed list of 
structures and facilities can be found in Appendix A.  

In 2012, the Utility completed a “Stormwater Basin and 
Discharge Report” (available on the Utility’s webpage) that 
shows areas where stormwater infiltrates into the ground 
and areas where it may flow to creeks, rivers, and other 
surfaces waters.  It showed only 0.25% of the City drains to 
surface waters through City-owned drainage systems and 
98.51% of the area infiltrates stormwater to ground.  The 

….only 0.25% of the City 
drains to surface waters 
through City-owned drainage 
systems and 98.51% of the 
area infiltrates stormwater 
to ground. 
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remaining 1.24% of land coverage drains private or natural areas to creeks, rivers, or other surface 
waters.  

2018 GOALS 
• Continue data collection (areas, if irrigated, maintenance responsibilities, etc)  of bio-infiltration

swales in City owned right of way or easements.    This information will help Utility staff analyze
and dispense information on the system network and help show how well the City is meeting
current regulations and goals appertaining to the Spokane Valley-Rathdrum Prairie aquifer.

• Continue inventory mapping of storm drain pipes.
• Set elevation markers in the Chester Creek drainage facility to begin monitoring the infiltration

rate of the facility.
• Provide technical assistance to consultant to help the City better delineate actual flood plain

locations for the Glenrose and Central Basin drainages, and help determine possible sizing for an
infiltration pond area.  This work is anticipated to be completed in mid-2019.

• Develop a City policy to meet RCW 19.122.027 to provide for utility location and call before you
dig inquiries.  Implement an Asset Management platform to more effectively manage
stormwater inventory and work orders.

FUTURE YEAR NEEDS 
• Continued funding of student interns or contractors to assist with determining swale inventory

in 2018-2019, and ongoing inventory updates.
• Funding in 2018-2019 budget years to complete work looking at moving floodplain boundaries

in the Glenrose & Central Basin drainages within City limits.
• Continued support of GIS tools to maintain and analyze infrastructure needs and issues.
• Continue to work with Lidar data that was flown in 2015 and model the many individual

drainage basins throughout the City.

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
The GIS database for the Utility assists the City in meeting the following regulatory requirements: 

• GASB 34 Asset Management Accounting Standards
• Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) Underground Injection Control (UIC) Rule
• Ecology National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit.

For those interested in more detail, the following table illustrates the specific permit areas that
are met with the activities of this sub-program:

Area: SWMP PE&O PI IDDE CSRC PCWM O&M TMDL M&A Rec 
Section: S5.A S5.B.1 S5.B.2 S5.B.3 S5.B.4 S5.B.5 S5.B.6 S7 S8 S9 

Applicabilty: Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes n/a Yes Yes 

INFRASTRUCTURE INSPECTION 
Utility inspection work is divided into different two main categories:  Inspection of infrastructure (things) 
and the inspection of work performed (by people, contractors) to clean and improve infrastructure.  This 
subprogram section is concerned mainly about the inspection of the infrastructure itself.  Inspection of 
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contracted work (sweeping, storm drain cleaning, landscape maintenance, repairs, capital 
improvements) is handled within its associated section area in this document. 

Field inspection of structures and facilities informs and provides a status update of the current City’s 
infrastructure.  Proactive inspections are performed to help determine, track, and assess the condition 
of components.  The field checks identify problems such as plugging drain fields, broken or failing 
drywell frames and lids, or if catch basins need cleaning.  Inspections may also be reactive in responce to 
a citizen action request or to review suspect systems during runoff events.  The inspection reports help 
Utility staff evaluate and warrant the cleaning, repair, replacement, or improvement of existing City-
owned facilities. 

 

FIGURE 2:  STUDENT INTERNS PERFOMING INSPECTION OF DRYWELL ON A SPOKANE VALLEY ROADWAY 

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE 
In 2009, with the major inventory effort completed, Utility staff turned their attention to developing an 
inspection program sized to meet the needs of the City’s stormwater infrastructure.  Inspection criteria 
and forms were developed to evaluate citizen requests in a more equitable manner, and to better assess 
the condition of structures such as drywells and catchbasins.  In addition, an outfall inspection program 
was initiated to check for possible pollutant discharges during dry weather conditions once a year to 
comply with NPDES Permit regulations.   

Staff started entering inspection reports into the GIS database.  Part-time college students are employed 
to perform the inspections and enter the data into the GIS system.  In addition, City staff performing 
Storm Drain Cleaning inspections also provide infrastructure inspection.  This information is currently 
gathered from the inspector and the data is entered into the GIS system.  Since 2009: 

• Over 7,000 drywells and catchbasins have received a basic inspection for cleaning requests. 
• 4,000+ drywells have received a full structure condition inspection. 
• 326 staff and citizen action requests have been inspected and evaluated. 
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The following table illustrates some of the data that is being collected to help staff in recommending 
repair, replacement, or improvements to the system: 

Inspections Found 
No. of 

drywells 
% of 
Total 

Wrapped in geotextile fabric: 100 1.3% 
At basin's lowest point: 2901 38.7% 

Water never reaches: 135 1.8% 
Sinkhole forming: 19 0.3% 

Offset, cannot clean: 10 0.1% 
TABLE 1 - SAMPLE OF INSPECTION DATA COLLECTED FOR DRYWELLS 

2017 INSPECTION WORK COMPLETED 

See maps in Appendix A to this document that show 2017 inspection work performed. 

2018 GOALS 
• Develop plan and procedures to use electronic data collection tools to facilitate data entry of

inspection information.
• Develop plan and procedures to use Asset Management software to help manage inventory

inspections.
• Complete development of a bio-infiltration swale facility inspection form.

FUTURE YEAR NEEDS & REQUESTS 
• Implement use of electronic data collection tools to facilitate data entry of inspection

information.
• Implement use of Asset Management software to help manage inventory inspections.
• Evaluate ongoing baseline inspection labor needs with new permit requirements and

implementation of technology tools.

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
Utility inspection activities assist the City in meeting the following regulatory requirements: 

• Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) Underground Injection Control (UIC) Rule
• Ecology National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit.

For those interested in more detail, the following table illustrates the specific permit areas that
are met with the activities of this subprogram:

Area: SWMP PE&O PI IDDE CSRC PCWM O&M TMDL M&A Rec 
Section: S5.A S5.B.1 S5.B.2 S5.B.3 S5.B.4 S5.B.5 S5.B.6 S7 S8 S9 

Applicabilty: Yes Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes n/a Yes Yes 
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PREVENTION & CLEANING 
This set of activities and subprograms deals with keeping materials and pollutants out of the roadways 
and then dealing with those debris prior to discharge to the City’s underground drainage fields, or to a 
surface water body such as a creek or surface drain.  

FIGURE 3: SPRING SWEEPING RESIDENTIAL STREETS 

Prevention from early failure of drainage components starts with education, training, and informing the 
public.  Prevention includes reducing the amounts of materials and pollutants the City uses in winter 
months that would clog storm drainage systems.  It deals with sweeping and vacuuming up street debris 
that would eventually get to the City’s drainage facilities.  Cleaning includes the periodic cleaning of 
drainage systems for debris that does make it to City-owned structures.   

The City’s Utility provides the bulk of funding and coordination that the City provides for the prevention 
and cleaning subprograms discussed in this document.  These areas include: 

• Education, Training, and Collaboration
• Winter Road Maintenance Material Tracking
• Spills on City Streets & Drains - Containment & Disposal
• Street Sweeping
• Storm Drain Cleaning
• Roadside Swale Landscape Maintenance.

Many of these subprograms are provided through bid and award of contracts to qualified firms, or 
through separate outside funding sources and organizations.  An “Operations & Maintenance Plan for 
Stormwater Facilities and Structures”, available at the Utility’s webpage, has been produced by City staff 
that outlines work to be performed in order to maintain the City-owned systems. 
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EDUCATION, TRAINING, AND COLLABORATION SUBPROGRAM – “ONLY RAIN IN THE DRAIN” 
The City Utility staff works to collaborate and provide education and training opportunities to reduce 
debris and associated pollutants to stormwater structures and facilities.  Staff works internally with 
coworkers, externally with staff of other organizations, and directly with the public.  Specifically, the 
Stormwater Utility staff collaborates and trains with: 

External:  City of Spokane, Spokane County, Spokane Aquifer Joint Board (SAJB), Idaho-
Washington Aquifer Collaborative (IWAC), Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), 
EnviroStars, Spokane Regional Health District, University of Idaho Extension, Washington State 
Extension, Eastern Washington Stormwater Group, and area School Districts, among others 

Internal:  Management, Front Desk Personnel, Code Enforcement, Development Review & 
Inspection, Maintenance Inspection, and Capital Projects personnel 

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE 
Utility staff acknowledges the leadership and work towards protection of the aquifer, streams, creeks, 
rivers, and lakes that has been happening 
for decades in Spokane Valley.  Programs 
such as SAJB’s “Aqua Duck”, Spokane 
County Water Resources work on the 
development of bio-infiltration swales, 
and Central Valley School District’s 5th 
Grade Environmental Field trips were 
already underway when the City was 
incorporated.  City staff therefore works 
to build upon what is already known in 
the community, to help to fill in gaps, and 
serve as a resource to its citizens and 
ratepayers. 

CITY STAFF TRAINING 
Utility staff developed and instituted a 
“tail gate” type training meeting that 
takes place annually, to review what to 
look for to help prevent pollutants from entering the storm drain system.  Administrative staff that 
answer calls regarding stormwater problems are trained one on one with Utility staff on what questions 
to ask and how to refer a call or complaint utilizing the City’s “eGov” citizen request online tracking tool.  
Also, Utility staff annually attends conferences, workshops, and trainings specific to assisting with the 
City’s Stormwater Program to maintain professional standards and understand trends in the water 
quality and quantity profession. 

DEVELOPERS, DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION PROFESSIONALS 
City staff, on a continual basis, educates property owners, developers, engineers, and contractors on 
requirements of the Spokane Regional Stormwater Manual, communicates upcoming training events, 

Education,
Training,

&
Collaboration

City Staff

Development

Other
JurisdictionsCommunity

Spills
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notifies applicants of the need to obtain Washington State Construction Stormwater General Permits, 
and requires registration of new Underground Injection Control (UIC) drywells. 

Local groups such as the Inland Northwest Associated General Contractors (AGC) provide additional 
education and training to design and construction professionals including a 2-day Certified Erosion 
Control Lead (CESCL) Training and 1-day CESCL refresher training courses. 

COLLABORATION WITH JURISDICTIONS AND ENTITIES 
City Utility staff has consistently maintained a presence in the community discussion regarding storm 
and runoff quality and the connections of systems to drinking 
water, creeks, streams, rivers, and lakes. 

Utility staff continues to collaborate with professionals that deal 
with the State rules and regulations from other cities and 
counties in Eastern Washington.  Since City incorporation, staff 
has coordinated in: 

• the establishment and adoption of the Spokane
Regional Stormwater Manual

• permit negotiations with the State Department of
Ecology

• development of underground injection control program
and low impact development guidelines

• work to meet current permit requirements, including
monitoring and effectiveness studies

Much of this work has actually helped to clarify requirements and to save ratepayers increases by 
avoiding or eliminating requirements that are not applicable to Eastern Washington or the Spokane 
Valley area.  For example, recent estimates in one area of the permit for monitoring requirements show 
that this collaborative effort negotiated and saved Eastern Washington jurisdictions collectively over $16 
million over a 4 year period.  The relative savings to the City was estimated at around $1.1 million. 

Another fruit of collaboration within the community is 
the Spokane Valley-Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer Atlas.  The 
atlas was the creative idea of a number of jurisdictions in 
Idaho and Washington that share the aquifer.  Utility 
staff participated in the 4th Edition update, published in 
2015, with contributions to the new stormwater pages.  
Check out the new atlas online:  
http://www.spokaneaquifer.org/2015-aquifer-
atlas/2015AquiferAtlas.html 

AFTER THE SPILL – ONE ON ONE EDUCATION 
After a spill is reported and inspected, Utility staff educates property owners, mobile contractors, 
companies transporting material waste, and others about how to keep pollutants out of the flow of 

….. this collaborative effort 
negotiated and saved 

Eastern Washington 
jurisdictions collectively 

over $16 million ……savings 
to the City was estimated at 

around $1.1 million for the 
same 4-year period ….. 

http://www.spokaneaquifer.org/2015-aquifer-atlas/2015AquiferAtlas.html
http://www.spokaneaquifer.org/2015-aquifer-atlas/2015AquiferAtlas.html
http://www.spokaneaquifer.org/2015-aquifer-atlas/2015AquiferAtlas.html
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runoff and best practices to protect ground and surface waters.  Those individuals or businesses that do 
not respond to specific clean up requirements as indicated by City Code, their case is referred to the 
City’s Code enforcement for further action. 

2017 SPECIFIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS – COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
During the 2017 calendar year, the City of Spokane Valley had a variety of education and outreach 
efforts targeted at students and the general public. We used community events, classroom education, 
trainings, brochures, billboards, websites, “Storm Drain Dan” costume and activity books, posterboards, 
short sketches, citizen inquiries, construction project neighborhood meetings, games, and photos. Staff 
from the City’s Stormwater Utility attended 3 outreach events in 2017. Through the City of Spokane 
Valley Stormwater Utility, Spokane County Stormwater Utility, the Spokane Aquifer Joint Board, the 
Water on Wheels Program, the West Valley Outdoor Learning Center, the Spokane County Water 
Resources Dept and Stormwater Dept, thousands of people are hearing and learning about how 
stormwater affects the water bodies around us. A summary of each event attended by City Staff is 
outlined below:. 

FIGURE 4:  UTILITY STAFF IN THE CLASS ROOM WITH STORM DRAIN DAN 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
For more information and examples of the City’s ongoing efforts in Education, Training, and 
Collaboration efforts, see Appendix B of this document. 

2018 GOALS 
• Continue support of Utility staff participation of the Eastern Washington Stormwater Group

meetings, including discussions and input into:
o Ecology’s update of the Eastern Washington Stormwater Manual (which may impact the

locally approved Spokane Regional Stormwater Manual)
o Negotiations and discussions with Ecology regarding the proposed changes in the 2019-

2024 NPDES Permit.
o Current permit-required Effectiveness Studies

• Discuss joining through subscription the Idaho-Washington Aquifer Collaborative
• Continue support of Spokane County’s efforts to educate about storm water:

o Central Valley School District’s 5th Grade Environmental Education Field Trip
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o Valleyfest
o County Fair

• Programs and visits as invited to local school’s
• Continue staff attendance of:

o Idaho-Washington Aquifer Collaborative meetings
o Spokane River Forum meetings such as the H2O Breakfast, and the Conference, if

offered
o City Hall at the Mall
o Spokane Aquifer Joint Board meetings as needed

• 
• Attend the following conferences:

o Washington State Municipal
Stormwater Conference - if
offered.

o StormCon (National Stormwater
Conference) in Denver, CO

FUTURE YEAR NEEDS & REQUESTS 
• Continued support of staff time to

coordinate and attend programs at 2017
levels.

• Provide continued outreach to the
identified Asphalt, Concrete, and Aggregate Material Supply Businesses to look for ways to
reduce the track out from business properties, look for grant opportunities to support
improvements.

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
Activities in Education, Training, and Collaboration assist the City in meeting the following regulatory 
requirements: 

• Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) Underground Injection Control (UIC) Rule
• Ecology National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit.

For those interested in more detail, the following table illustrates the specific permit areas that
are met with the activities of this subprogram:

Area: SWMP PE&O PI IDDE CSRC PCWM O&M TMDL M&A Rec 
Section: S5.A S5.B.1 S5.B.2 S5.B.3 S5.B.4 S5.B.5 S5.B.6 S7 S8 S9 

Applicabilty: yes yes yes yes yes yes yes n/a yes yes 



18 | P a g e

0
200
400
600
800

1000
1200
1400
1600

Total Sand+Salt Use (tons)

MATERIAL REDUCTIONS – WINTER MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS 
Reducing the amounts of materials used to maintain traction and usage during winter months is 
important to the City for stormwater benefits of improving water quality and decreasing drain field 
clogging.  The City also wishes to decrease costs associated with purchase of materials, where possible 
while still maintaining services. 

FIGURE 5:  WINTER OPERATIONS IN SPOKANE VALLEY 

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE 
Street Maintenance staff should be commended for their ongoing efforts to save the City money, 
preserve drain fields, and protect water quality.  

SAND 
The reduction of sand has dramatically 
decreased over the last 3 decades due 
mainly to air quality requirements, and 
better controls through contracted work.  
Prior to City incorporation in 2003, it is 
estimated that Spokane County averaged 
well over 1,000 tons of sand to City streets 
each year.  Since 2009, the City has 
decreased its sand usage dramatically to 
almost 0, only using sand when absolutely 
needed. 

ROCK SALT 
The City has found that a mined mineral rock salt is more effective than typical rock salts that are 
processed using evaporation methods.  The mined rock salt is harder, lasts longer, and is more effective 
at lower temperatures than typical rock salt or liquid salts, thereby applying less salt to the roadway.  In 
addition, the City implemented only using rock salt at high traffic locations and in being less wasteful in 

TABLE 3:  CITY SAND & SALT USE DURING WINTER EMERGENCIES 
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application rates in recent years.  This all provides a higher level of service, while reducing the overall 
amounts of salt and sand to the roadway areas.  This has produced an average net reduction of over 
40% of salt use (from 850 tons to 580 tons) and 100% reduction of sand+salt (from 1330 to 670 tons) 
use over the last 7 years.   

LIQUID SALT & SURFACTANTS 
The average amount of liquid salt or magnesium chloride (MgCl) 
usage has not changed much since City incorporation.  Surfactants 
are added to help the liquid salt stick on the road better.  City staff 
checks that vendors supply eco-friendly blends of liquid salt and 
surfactants that have lower levels of chemicals of concern to the 
aquifer, including phosphorous. 

2017 GOALS 
• Continue to monitor and track materials used. 

FUTURE YEAR NEEDS & REQUESTS 
• Find out and address specific concerns regarding deicers 

and the City’s use. 

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
Material reduction activities assist the City in meeting the following regulatory requirements: 

• Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) Underground Injection Control (UIC) Rule 
• Ecology National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit.  

For those interested in more detail, the following table illustrates the specific permit areas that 
are met with the activities of this sub-program: 

Area: SWMP PE&O PI IDDE CSRC PCWM O&M TMDL M&A Rec 
Section: S5.A S5.B.1 S5.B.2 S5.B.3 S5.B.4 S5.B.5 S5.B.6 S7 S8 S9 

Applicabilty: Yes Yes  Yes   Yes n/a  Yes 
 

 

FIGURE 6:  SNOWPLOW FLEET PARKED AT YARD 

  

“Street Maintenance staff 
should be commended for 

their ongoing efforts to save 
the City money, preserve 

drain fields, and protect 
water quality.” 
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SPILLS ON CITY STREETS & DRAINS – CONTAINMENT & DISPOSAL 
Spills on occasion occur on city streets and flow to storm drains.  It may be due to an accident, toppling 
of an unsecured load, or deliberate dumping into the public right of way.  The most serious spills seem 
to come to Utility staff from first responders and maintenance crews that seek assistance in cleaning up 
what has been contained. 

FIGURE 7:  FUEL SPILL ON BROADWAY AVENUE CONTAINED BY SPOKANE VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

A proactive approach to spill response starts with informing and educating on how to identify, contain, 
report and clean spill incidents, so informing staff, first responders, and the community was priority to 
Utility staff.  This is part of the education, training, and collaboration efforts as mentioned previously.  
The inspection activity is also involved in this work, however spills are different in the fact that they may 
or may not deal directly with existing stormwater infrastructure.  Most spills that occur on the City 
roadways, don’t automatically discharge into storm drains, however, it is important that they are 
contained as quickly as possible to avoid problems in the drainage system.  See also Figure 8, the City 
Spill Response Plan. 

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE 
The City started tracking responses to citizen 
action requests from incorporation, and began 
entering them into an online database, “eGov” in 
2010.  From 2006-2017, staff documented 
an average of 12 spill reports each year.  In 
2016, staff decided to track and document 
all calls, whether they warranted additional 
action or not.  The number of reports on file is 
shown in Table 3. 

TABLE 5:  NUMBER OF SPILLS AND ILLICIT DISCHARGES REPORTED 
AND DOCUMENTED BY YEAR 
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FIGURE 8:  CITY OF SPOKANE VALLEY SPILL RESPONSE PLAN 

2018 GOALS 
• Continue documenting all calls that staff responds to regardless if it is deemed warranted to 

provide further action or not.   
• Continue to use the City’s online action request database, “eGov”. 
• Update Spill Response Plan. 

FUTURE YEAR NEEDS & REQUESTS 
• Continued support of Utility staff to provide this response to the community. 
•  

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
Activities dealing with spills in City roadways assist the City in meeting the following regulatory 
requirements: 

• Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) Underground Injection Control (UIC) Rule 
• Ecology National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit.  

For those interested in more detail, the following table illustrates the specific permit areas that 
are met with the activities of this sub-program: 

Area: SWMP PE&O PI IDDE CSRC PCWM O&M TMDL M&A Rec 
Section: S5.A S5.B.1 S5.B.2 S5.B.3 S5.B.4 S5.B.5 S5.B.6 S7 S8 S9 

Applicabilty: Yes Yes Yes Yes   Yes n/a  Yes 
 

  

Spill Reported to Emergency 
Response Personnel

Emergency Personnel 
Respond, Identify, and 

Contain Spill
City Public Works Notified

Traffic Control Provided by 
SCOPE if needed

Public Works responds on 
site and notifies Appropriate 

Government Agencies

Public Works Manages 
Cleanup, testing, and 

identification spill source(s).

City Finance and Legal 
Departments follow-up on 

reimbursement of spill 
response costs and potential 

criminal enforcement.



22 | P a g e  
 

STREET SWEEPING 
The Stormwater Utility funds 96% of street sweeping services for the following reasons: 

• keep gutters and inlets to drains clean and thereby minimize local street flooding 
• minimize debris that gets washed into and can clog underground drain fields, including finer 

dust particles 
• collect pollutants associated with street debris to protect water 

Debris waste is transported to a transfer station site within City limits and then transported by larger 
trucks and disposed of at the Waste Management, Inc. Graham Road Landfill west of Fairchild Air Force 
Base off of U.S. Highway 2. 

 

FIGURE 9:  CONTRACTED SWEEPER TIPPING LOAD AT TRANSFER STATION NEXT TO COLLECTED DEBRIS PILE 

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE 
The City has bid sweeping services and awarded to a local contractor to perform the work since 2007.  In 
2011, the City utilized Ecology grant funding to evaluate and to provide suggestions to improve the 
street sweeping program.  Three distinct action plans were created, 
one for Spring, one for Fall, and one for Arterial Maintenance.  Maps 
were created to help guide operational decisions on priority areas 
and streets for each plan.  The emphasis of each plan is as follows: 

• The Spring sweeping emphasis focuses on debris pickup on 
all City streets at least once a year.   

• The Fall sweeping emphasis is to pick up as much needle and 
leaf litter as possible prior to winter weather to keep storm 
drain inlets open and clear during the wet season from 
October through Spring. 

• The Arterial Maintenance sweeping emphasis is to remove as much of the fine particulate that 
clogs drain fields and carries pollutants that may downgrade water quality.  It also benefits local 
air quality and makes frontages to business areas cleaner and presentable. 

The Stormwater 
Utility funds 96% of 

street sweeping 
services.... 
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The plans are available on the City’s website under the Street Maintenance webpage that can be found: 
http://www.spokanevalley.org/streetmaintenance  

It is important to note that the plans do not include emergency response work, such as the additional 
clean-up work created after the November 2015 wind storm event.  Also, each year the amount of 
street debris cleared from streets varies.  This is due to how much pine trees drop in needles and if there 
is enough time in the fall to collect dropped leaves from deciduous trees before freezing conditions 
make it impossible to sweep.  

Table 4 below shows the total amount of cubic yards of street debris cleared from City streets over the 
last ten years.  Around 13,500 tons (27 million pounds) have been collected over the last decade, debris 
that would eventually get to storm drains and would clog existing drain fields, causing premature failue. 

TABLE 6:  TOTAL ANNUAL STREET DEBRIS COLLECTED IN CUBIC YARDS 

The plans implemented in 2011 and the new contract awarded in 2015 appears to have increased hourly 
effectiveness by 7% and also appears to be improving overall quality of service as noted by staff.     

The total contract work during normal years has remained at or below the initial not to exceed contract 
amount of $490,199.94 since 2009, with the exception of 2012 and 2015 years when additional 
sweeping was authorized due to clean up efforts after extreme wind storm events. 

Contracted hourly rates have increased due to market and inflationary pressures 9.6% over the past 8 
years (2009 to 2017), due to a number of factors including increasing fuel, equipment, State required 
prevailing wages and government required health care cost increases.  Increasing the effectiveness and 
efficiency of the City’s sweeping program will need to continue in order to offset these pressures and 
maintain current contract limits. 

Table 5 below shows the increases in the average hourly rate for each year since 2007 with the amount 
shown below a solid line.  The dashed line shows the hourly rate from 2007 adjusted each year for 
inflation using the Consumer Price Index for all urban users (1984=100) from the United States 
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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TABLE 7:  AVERAGE HOURLY RATE VERSUS MARKET & INFLATION INDEX 

2018 GOALS 
• 
• Implement GPS tracking tools to assist in record keeping of where sweepers have been and

where they need to go next.
• Implement GPS tracking tools to begin collecting data to help meet future needs as stated

below.

FUTURE YEAR NEEDS & REQUESTS 
• The current contract is available for annual renewal through 2019 as long as the City and the

contractor agree to the annual renewals.  Services will need to be secured under new contract(s)
for 2020 and thereafter.

• Evaluate travel costs from field to transfer station.  Review that if an additional transfer & water
station were closer to the bulk pickup areas, would it lower overall costs? and if so, what would
the rate of return be on an investment of this type?  Also look at: if the sweepers were required
to have a larger haul capacity, would that lower annual costs?

• Look at options to increase competition for this work.  Evaluate alternate contracting options,
such as splitting the current contract into 3 separate contracts, one for Spring, one for Fall, and
one for Arterial Maintenance Sweeping.

• Identify and evaluate alternate measurements for success besides cubic yards or tons removed
such as curb miles swept, or total number of particles removed.

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
Street sweeping activities assist the City in meeting the following regulatory requirements: 

• Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency, Maintenance Area Requirements
• Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) Underground Injection Control (UIC) Rule
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• Ecology National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit.  
For those interested in more detail, the following table illustrates the specific permit areas that 
are met with the activities of this sub-program: 

Area: SWMP PE&O PI IDDE CSRC PCWM O&M TMDL M&A Rec 
Section: S5.A S5.B.1 S5.B.2 S5.B.3 S5.B.4 S5.B.5 S5.B.6 S7 S8 S9 

Applicabilty: YES   Yes  Yes Yes n/a  Yes 

 

  

FIGURE 10:  CONTRACTED SWEEPING FLUSH TRUCK REFILIING AT BEST ROAD, NEAR SPRAGUE  
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STORM DRAIN CLEANING 
This program cleans storm drain drywells, catch basins, manholes, pump station vaults, sidewalk inlets, 
culverts, and pipes.  The waste is transported and tipped at a facility that separates the liquids from the 
solids.  After the solids are dried, they are recycled by the Washington State Department of 
Transportation employees as safety fill projects on I-90 interchanges.  On occasion, loads with higher 
pollutant content are taken to the Waste Management, Inc. Graham Road Landfill, west of Fairchild Air 
Force Base off of U.S. Highway 2. 

FIGURE 11:  CONTRACTED STORM DRAIN CLEANING SERVICE OF A DRYWELL ON 
A RESIDENTIAL STREET 

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE 
Disposal of debris collected from storm drains cost the City approximately $325 per cubic yard until the 
first load of storm drain cleaning debris was tipped into a new transfer facility, an “Eductor Waste 
Decant Facility” in spring of 2015.  In less than 2 years, the City has received its return on investment 
into the project.  Disposal costs are now around $60 per cubic yard. 
The new facility has reduced disposal costs more than 500%, saving 
the City more than $50,000 a year.  The centralized facility location at 
Pines & I-90 means decreased transport times for City crews and 
translates to additional savings. 

The $1.3 million facility was built in partnership with the State 
Department of Ecology (Ecology), the State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT), and the City of Spokane Valley.  As the 
project manager, the City built the facility on WSDOT property and 
negotiated a 30-year intergovernmental agreement to allow the City 
to tip storm drain debris at the facility.  The City pays the WSDOT 

The new facility has 
reduced disposal 
costs more than 

500%, saving the City 
more than $50,000 a 

year. 
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monthly fees for labor, materials, and equipment to recycle or dispose of the City’s material.   

 This type of waste has become highly regulated in recent years, and the City did not have a place to 
legally dispose of the liquid directly.  Prior to the transfer facility, the City was forced to pay for 
absorbent pellets and have them added to each load, pay to have trucks sit to absorb the liquids, and 

then pay to transport the debris to the 
Waste Management, Inc. Graham Road 
Landfill and then pay tipping fees that 
averaged around $200 a load. 

The backlog of cleaning needs rests with 
the drywell structure group, all other 
types of structures such as catchbasins 
and sidewalk inlets have been cleaned at 
least once, if needed, and are migrating 
to a routine cleaning schedule.  Table 6 
illustrates the current status of drywell 
cleaning in the City.  

2018 GOALS 
• Evaluate current contract specifications, recommend changes, prepare bid package, advertise 

for bids, award new contract to qualified and responsible firm for work starting in 2018. 
• Project manage the development of design, plans and specs, environmental review for DOE 

grant approved Phase III Decant Facility.  
• Develop plans and procedures to pilot test GIS technology to make field recording of work 

easier, with less probability of error due to data entry of paper records. 
• Analyze program to estimate remaining inherited backlog. 

FUTURE YEAR NEEDS & REQUESTS 
• Implement use of electronic data collection tools to facilitate data entry of inspection 

information. 
• Implement use of Asset Management software to help manage work orders determined during 

inspection and cleaning efforts. 
• Continue to support cleaning efforts of storm drainage systems to extend longevity. 

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
Storm drain cleaning activities assist the City in meeting the following regulatory requirements: 

• Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) Underground Injection Control (UIC) Rule 
• Ecology National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit.  

For those interested in more detail, the following table illustrates the specific permit areas that 
are met with the activities of this sub-program: 

Area: SWMP PE&O PI IDDE CSRC PCWM O&M TMDL M&A Rec 
Section: S5.A S5.B.1 S5.B.2 S5.B.3 S5.B.4 S5.B.5 S5.B.6 S7 S8 S9 

TABLE 9:    2017 DRYWELL CLEANING STATUS 

1546, 21%

967, 
13%3192, 44%

1558, 22%

In swale, cleaning
not required

By inspection, no
cleaning required

Total cleaned
since 2006

Remaining backlog

TABLE 8:  DRYWELL CLEANING STATUS 
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Applicabilty: Yes Yes Yes n/a Yes Yes 

ROADSIDE LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE 
75% of this activity is funded by the Utility to maintain bio-retention swales and pond areas owned and 
managed by the City.  Remaining  areas are maintained and paid for 
with the City’s Street fund.  Irrigated areas are maintained under a 
contract with a local service provider to water, mow, edge, fertilize, 
weed, and provide tree and shrub pruning as required.  Areas not 
provided with irrigation are mowed with the use of the Spokane 
Sheriff’s Inmate Labor Detail Crews.  Spraying of noxious weeds non-
irrigated areas is completed based on need through additional 
service providers. 

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE 
Starting in 2012, the contract type under this subprogram changed 
from a unit price bid to a lump sum bid, which resulted in savings to 
the City.  In 2014, weed spraying the cracks and joints of sidewalks 
along arterials was bid separately from previous contracts and 
further produced a net savings.  These combined to result in a 6.4% 
annual reduction in total costs.  When adjusted for inflation and a 19.5% increase in additional 
landscaping area maintained from 2011, the contracted savings is closer to 30%.  Table 7 shows the cost 
per acre to maintain over the years.  The dashed line shows the costs per acre from the 2011 contract 
price, adjusted that number each year for inflation and market conditions using the Consumer Price 
Index for all urban users (1984=100), United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

TABLE 10:  IRRIGATED LANDSCAPE ANNUAL CONTRACTED COSTS PER ACRE TURF 
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2017 GOALS 
• Continue to manage contract of service provider for irrigated roadside landscaping, Senske. 
• Inspect dryland grass areas and prioritize for noxious weed spraying, hire a local provider. 
• Consider the use of GPS tracking unit with weed sprayer to see which routes they drove on what 

days.  
• Distribute to business/property owners a mailing 

to eliminate the staking of advertisement signs in 
swales per SVC 22.110. 

FUTURE YEAR NEEDS & REQUESTS 
• Investigate the costs of replacing the netafim 

systems due to frequent, time consuming, and 
costly maintenance requirements. 

• Tree maintenance plan/policies to address 
blockage of sign and business, amongst other 
needs 

•  

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
Roadside Swale Maintenance activities help the Utility 
meet the following regulatory requirements: 

• Washington State Department of Ecology 
(Ecology) Underground Injection Control (UIC) 
Rule 

• Ecology National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit.  
For those interested in more detail, the following 
table illustrates the specific permit areas that are 
met with the activities of this sub-program: 

Area: SWMP PE&O PI IDDE CSRC PCWM O&M TMDL M&A Rec 
Section: S5.A S5.B.1 S5.B.2 S5.B.3 S5.B.4 S5.B.5 S5.B.6 S7 S8 S9 

Applicabilty:  Yes  Yes  Yes Yes n/a  Yes 

  

FIGURE 12:  ROADSIDE LANDSCAPING MAINTAINED BY 
THE CITY BETWEEN THE CURB AND SIDEWALK ON 
SPRAGUE 
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REPAIR & REPLACEMENT 
Most of the work to repair and replace components of the storm drainage system is handled through 
the Street and Stormwater Maintenance and Repair Services Contract with usual expenditures around 
$120,000 to $130,000 annually.  Work is identified by City staff and through referrals from citizens. 

 

FIGURE 13:  REPLACED AN INLET WITH A HOODED TYPE CATCH BASIN TO IMPROVE CAPTURE OF RUNOFF 

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE 
Since 2012, over 91 locations have received major repairs and range from inlet replacement to full 
drywell and drain field replacements.  Hundreds of other locations have received minor repairs such 
manhole cover replacements, grinding asphalt, or blading out potholes in gravel areas. 

2018 GOALS 
• Continue to reduce backlog list of repair and replacement projects (Maint. Repair Services 

Contract). 
• Continue to reduce backlog list of repair and replacement projects by executing up to 3 small 

works contracts. 
• Develop plan and procedures to use Asset Management software to help manage inventory 

repair and replacement 

FUTURE YEAR NEEDS & REQUESTS 
• See discussion under Financial section regarding probable increases due to maturing 

infrastructure. 
• Implement use of Asset Management software to help manage inventory repair and 

replacement. 

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
Repair & Replace activities assist the City in meeting the following regulatory requirements: 

• Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) Underground Injection Control (UIC) Rule 
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• Ecology National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit.  
For those interested in more detail, the following table illustrates the specific permit areas that 
are met with the activities of this sub-program: 

Area: SWMP PE&O PI IDDE CSRC PCWM O&M TMDL M&A Rec 
Section: S5.A S5.B.1 S5.B.2 S5.B.3 S5.B.4 S5.B.5 S5.B.6 S7 S8 S9 

Applicabilty:        n/a   
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
Private and/or public entities may fund and build future City-owned drainage facilities.  Private funding 
usually is concerned with new construction and redevelopment, which public portion is generally 
accepted by the City for long-term maintenance commitments.  Public funding usually is concerned with 
improving or correcting substandard drainage systems for flooding or water quality concerns.  Utility 
funding may also install new or replace old systems with better on street widening or other 
improvement projects in the roadway prism.  Both public and private should work towards providing 
systems that return value to the community for the current need and also address long term 
preventative maintenance, repair, and replacement needs of the system installed. 

This section focuses only on the capital improvements planned by the Utility in the next 5-6 years and is 
based on the current highest identified needs and available funding.   

 

FIGURE 14:  BEFORE AND AFTER SPRAGUE SWALE PROJECT, NEAR THIERMAN CIRCA 2012 AND 2014 

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE 
Utility staff worked to secure funding and manage projects such as the Sprague UIC Retrofit Project (aka 
Sprague Swales), Appleway Improvements between Thierman and Park Roads, 14th Avenue 
Improvements, Bettman/Dickey Improvements and Broadway Avenue Stormwater Improvements.   

A Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) was developed and is updated annually by staff and brought to Council 
prior or during the start of discussions for the next year’s budget.  The latest plan is available online at 
the Utility’s webpage:  http://www.spokanevalley.org/stormwater 

In addition, the Utility has worked to coordinate stormwater retrofits with a number of major City 
street, intersection, pavement preservation, and bridge projects, as well as Water and Sewer Utility 
projects over the years.  This helps to limit cutting into new stretches of pavement after a few years to 
make retrofits and strives to limit overall lane and roadway closures to one period of time. 

http://www.spokanevalley.org/stormwater
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Small works projects have been developed by the Utility to take advantage of lower cost, short duration 
work: 

• resolve unsatisfactory flooding through expansion of drainfields 
• adding capture of stormwater from the street through adding “hooded” inlets 
• providing additional treatment prior to discharge by adding a swale or catchbasin upstream.  

2018 GOALS 
• Update Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 
• Complete design, plans and specs, environmental review for up to 5 DOE grant approved 

projects.. 

FUTURE YEAR NEEDS & REQUESTS 
• Continued development of proactive program to identify needs and issues before storm drain 

systems fail and to be ready to work with other projects 
• Continue to work on outfall elimination projects to limit requirements of the Ecology Municipal 

Stormwater NPDES Permit. 
• Develop property acquisition needs list and business proposals for critical location/needs. 

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
Stormwater Capital Improvement assist the City in meeting the following regulatory requirements: 

• Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) Underground Injection Control (UIC) Rule 
• Ecology National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit.  

For those interested in more detail, the following table illustrates the specific permit areas that 
are met with the activities of this sub-program: 

Area: SWMP PE&O PI IDDE CSRC PCWM O&M TMDL M&A Rec 
Section: S5.A S5.B.1 S5.B.2 S5.B.3 S5.B.4 S5.B.5 S5.B.6 S7 S8 S9 

Applicabilty:    Yes  Yes Yes Yes  Yes 
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FINANCIAL 
This section deals with how the Stormwater Management program is paid for and annual budgeting. 

NEED BASED 
The last change in revenue requests were based on projected program needs over a decade ago.  The 
new Utility faced a number of unknowns at the time including:  

• new water quality regulations 
• newly incorporated City 
• an uncompleted drainage structure inventory 
• and an unknown maintenance backlog 

Since City incorporation, Utility staff has responded to immediate needs, while closing the knowledge 
gap about regulations, system inventory, and maintenance backlog.  The Utility is at a point to become 
more proactive than reactive in problem resolution.  As this plan points out, there is more to do to 
continue the proactive trend towards avoiding clogged drainage systems in the next big event, or 
promoting activities and projects that maximize protection of water quality for the money. 

ENTERPRISE FUNDS 
The Stormwater Management program receives revenues from two local funds to accomplish its work, 
as well as grant funding from State and Federal sources for specific projects and activities. 

The City established the Stormwater Management Fund with the creation of the Stormwater Utility.  It 
generates approximately $1.8 million in revenue each year and is collected twice a year with the County 
Property Tax & Fee bill.  The current rate is the equivalent of $1.75 a month ($21/year) for a single 
family residence, with commercial properties paying a commensurate rate based on the amount of hard 
surfacing on the parcel, whether private or publicly owned.  The fee calculation is explained further 
“Stormwater Utility Fee Calculation” in Appendix C of this Plan, on the Stormwater webpage:  
http://www.spokanevalley.org/stormwater 

The Aquifer Protection Area fee was created based on popular voting in 1984 and in a renewal vote 
2004.  It established fees to water and sewer utility billing to help pay for funding sanitary sewer 
projects in the County, and has been later used to fund stormwater projects in the City.  It generates 
approximately $450,000 in annual revenue for City projects.  The current rate is $1.25 per month for 
water and $1.25 per month for sewer.  For more information, see Spokane County’s Aquifer Protection 
Area webpage:  https://www.spokanecounty.org/1530/Aquifer-Protection-Area  

2018 BUDGET 
The annual budget for the Utility is passed as part of the City budget each year, typically in the fall.  The 
budget process for the Utility starts in the Spring, the year prior, with staff proposing requests based on 
the needs of individual areas discussed in this Plan.  The draft plan of the SWMP for the following year 
starts at this point, as well as the update to the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Plan to provide as 
backup for the requests.   

http://www.spokanevalley.org/stormwater
https://www.spokanecounty.org/1530/Aquifer-Protection-Area
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The 2018 Budget does not change much from previous years, with the exception of the deferred funding 
from Ecology that pushes a few larger projects back in the Stormwater CIP Plan.  To review the current 
2017 budget, see page 38 and from the Approved City Budget 2018 in Appendix C of this document or 
at:   
http://www.spokanevalley.org/filestorage/6836/6902/7156/6868/Budget_Book_2018_11_14_17_Final.
pdf  

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE 
Utility expenditures continue to be managed under fiscally constrained budgets. Accomplishments on 
savings are referred to throughout this plan document.  The overall 
effect of these savings is zero increases in Stormwater Utility fees in 
over a decade.  

It should also be pointed out that over $5.3 million in grant funding 
has also been received over the past decade to assist with a number 
of Utility led projects and activities.  Over $4.0 million in grant funding 
has been received in 2018 to assist with a number of Utility led 
projects and activities. 

2017 GOALS 
• Continue to build this section of the SWMP Plan, coordinating with City Finance Department 

staff. 

FUTURE YEAR NEEDS & REQUESTS 
• Market and inflationary pressures are always of concern and modest increases in fees may be 

necessary to maintain current service 
• How does the Utility pay for the repair and replacement of a maturing stormwater 

infrastructure?  (Pay as we go?  Build now, pay later?  Save now, use savings when needed?)  
Based on estimated lifespans of stormwater infrastructure components, when should the City 
expect to see increased needs to repair and replace? 

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
Financial work for the Utility assists in meeting the following regulatory requirements: 

• Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) Underground Injection Control (UIC) Rule 
• Ecology National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit.  

For those interested in more detail, the following table illustrates the specific permit areas that 
are met with the activities of this sub-program: 

Area: SWMP PE&O PI IDDE CSRC PCWM O&M TMDL M&A Rec 
Section: S5.A S5.B.1 S5.B.2 S5.B.3 S5.B.4 S5.B.5 S5.B.6 S7 S8 S9 

Applicabilty: yes yes yes yes yes yes yes n/a yes yes 

  

The overall effect of 
these savings is zero 

increases in 
Stormwater Utility 

fees in over a decade. 

http://www.spokanevalley.org/filestorage/6836/6902/7156/6868/Budget_Book_2018_11_14_17_Final.pdf
http://www.spokanevalley.org/filestorage/6836/6902/7156/6868/Budget_Book_2018_11_14_17_Final.pdf
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CONTACTS 
Questions about the City of Spokane Valley’s Stormwater Management Program can be directed to: 

Chad Phillips, PE  
Stormwater Engineer 
City of Spokane Valley 
10210 E. Sprague Avenue 
Spokane Valley, WA 99206 
(509) 720-5013 
cphillilps@spokanevalley.org 

Questions about the Eastern Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit can be directed to: 

David Duncan 
Municipal Stormwater Permit Manager 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
4601 North Monroe Street 
Spokane, WA 99205 
(509) 329-3554 
ddun461@ecy.wa.gov 

REFERENCES 
Washington State Department of Ecology. 2006.  Frequently Asked Questions about Municipal 
Stormwater Permits. Publication No. 06-10-005 (revised). 

Washington State Department of Ecology.  2007.  Protecting Washington’s Waters From Stormwater 
Pollution. Publication No. 07-10-05. 

  

mailto:ajenkins@spokanevalley.org
mailto:ddun461@ecy.wa.gov
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Mapping of Storm Drainage Infrastructure 

March 2018 

(Permit Requirement S5.B.3.a) 

City of Spokane Valley Public Works - Stormwater Utility 

The City has completed its mapping of all MS4s.  We are continually adding to our map as drainage 
structures are eliminated, found, or added with construction, maintenance, or inspection.  Below is an 
updated list (March 2018) of the City’s drainage system.  The information is contained within a GIS 
spatial database. 

  Drainage Structure Inventory    Treatment/Infiltration Facilities 

 

Facility Type Number 

Retention Ponds  105 

Detention Ponds 2 

Bio-Infiltration Swales/Cells  3,650 (approx.) 

Porous Gravel Shoulders 123  (20,577 SF) 

Porous Pavements 7   (9,115 SF) 

Porous Concrete Sidewalk 1 (11,058 SF) 

Grass Pavers 1 (700 SF) 

Total Facilities: 3,889 

Structure Number 

Catchbasins (with sump) 2,615 

Inlets (no sump) 1,407 

Culverts 183 

Inlets (Curb, Sidewalk, Bridge) 3,173 

Manholes 168 

Vaults 5 

Stormwater Lift Stations 4 

Drywells (UIC's) 7,240 

Pipe Sumps (UIC's) 146 

Outfalls 30 

Total Structures: 14,956 
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Number of Structural BMPs Inspected - 2017 
March 2018 

(Permit Requirement S5.B.5.c.iii) 

City of Spokane Valley Public Works - Stormwater Utility 

The intent of the City’s structural BMP inspection & maintenance programs are to inspect, clean, or 
repair all City-owned BMPs as required, including those that have been recently added since the 
inception of the first NPDES Permit in 2006 for newly developed or redeveloped areas. 

The 2017 Structural BMP Inspections are listed in the table below and include BMPs as part of newly 
developed or redeveloped areas since 2006, and also includes additional City-owned BMPs existing prior 
to 2006. By 2018, the entire inventory of City owned structural BMPs that were in place prior to 2006 
will be continually inspected and maintained. 

The City’s stormwater structural BMP inventory currently includes the following: 

2017 Structural BMP Inspections 

BMP    Inspected    Total 

Catchbasin  

(inspected during cleaning) 

  414    1,094 

Catchbasin with Spill Control Separator 
(inspected during cleaning) 

   401       1,549 

Bio-Infiltration Swales  
 (City owned & maintained swales – windshield inspections)  298     298 

Detention Pond    2      2 

Cartridge Media Filter    3      3 

Permeable Pavement 

Porous Asphalt Roadway   6 (9,015 SF)      6 

Porous Concrete Roadway   1  (100 SF)          1 

Porous Concrete Sidewalk      1  (11,058 SF)    1 

Grass Pavers   1  (700 SF)            1 

Total Structures:  1,127    2,955 

The records are kept by the City in a GIS spatial database.  A map has been produced depicting BMP 
structure type and locations of inspections in 2017 and is available separately. 
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Public Education & Involvement Activities 
March 2018 (Permit Requirement S5.B.1.a and b) 

City of Spokane Valley Public Works - Stormwater Utility 

During the 2017 calendar year, the City of Spokane Valley had a variety of education 
and outreach efforts targeted at students and the general public.  We used community 
events, classroom education, trainings, City media releases, brochures, billboards, 
websites, “Storm Drain Dan” costume and activity books, posterboards, short sketches, 
citizen inquiries, construction project neighborhood meetings, Don’t Drip and Drive 
campaign, games, and photos.  Staff from the City’s Stormwater Utility attended 3 
outreach events in 2017.   Through the City of Spokane Valley Stormwater Utility, 
Spokane County Stormwater Utility, the Spokane Aquifer Joint Board, the Water on 
Wheels Program, the West Valley Outdoor Learning Center, the Spokane County Water 
Resources Dept and Stormwater Dept, thousands of people are hearing and learning 
about how stormwater affects the water bodies around us.   A summary of each event 
attended by City Staff is outlined below: 

City of Spokane Valley Stormwater Utility 

Event 1 
Title: CVSD Environmental Education, 
        5th grade 

Staff:  A. Clary, Spo. County Staff 
Location: Liberty Lake Regional Park 
Dates: 5/17, 5/30, 5/31, 6/2, 2017  
Time: 8am – 4:30pm 

Event 2 
Title: Valley Mall Interpretive Sign Installation 
Staff:  Clary, Intern 
Location: Spokane Valley Mall 
Date: 9/13/2017 
Time: 10am – 2pm 

Event 3 
Title:  2nd Grade Stormwater Classroom Presentation 
Staff: Clary 
Location: South Pines Elementary 
Date: 11/14/2017 
Time: 11:30am - 12:30pm 
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Spokane Aquifer Joint Board (SAJB)   
The SAJB is the leading group aimed at educating people about the Spokane-Rathdrum 
Prairie Aquifer, our sole-source aquifer that provides drinking water for over 500,000 
people in this region.  They use “Aqua Duck”, billboards, websites, attend events, 
coordinate meetings and educate many adults and children in our City about the 
importance of protecting our aquifer and the effects of stormwater pollution on the 
aquifer.   

Spokane County 
The Spokane County Water Resources and Stormwater Utility play a large part in our 
education and outreach program.   The Water Resources Center, located on Freya 
Street, provides touch and feel models and hands-on education on: The Spokane 
Valley-Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer, Stormwater and Wastewater systems, Spokane 
County Regional Water Reclamation Facility, and Regional water resources.  Water 
Resources has staff that leads many classroom education activities at almost every 
elementary school within the City of Spokane Valley as well as other schools in the 
area.  Staff also monitors our aquifer constantly and work hard to keep the aquifer safe 
from pollution, including stormwater.  Staff from the County created a fantastic “Storm 
Drain Dan” activity book for kids.  The book is being passed out all over the region.   
County Staff also takes part in the Central Valley School District’s Environmental Camp 
for all 5th graders and Mead School Districts Outdoor Education Program.  Below is a 
summary of “Watersheds”, the Spokane Valley – Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer and 
Stormwater lesson taught every year. 

The students were introduced to a Watershed model that includes mountains, a flat area 
with a lake like the area around Liberty Lake, and a level area beyond, like the Spokane 
Valley.  The students sprayed water on the model to simulate precipitation and 
described what happened to the water that fell in different areas.  The different parts of 
the watershed were explained in terms of the water cycle including infiltration to the 
Spokane Valley – Rathdrum Prairie (SVRP) Aquifer.  Most of the students knew their 
drinking water comes from an aquifer.  A map of the SVRP Aquifer and the surrounding 
area showed the students the location of their watershed. 

The watershed model includes “streets”.  The students were asked if they knew where 
the precipitation that lands on the streets goes.  Most thought it goes to the sewer.  It 
was explained that in the Spokane Valley, where most of them live and go to school, the 
water lands on the streets (and anything else that is mobilized by the water) goes into 
storm drains and then to the SVRP Aquifer via drywells. It was pointed out that the storm 
drains and drywells do not act as filters.  The students identified potential stormwater 
contaminants and storm drain obstructers then discussed alternatives for keeping them 
out of the storm drains.  The function of grassy swales as filters was explained. 
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Spokane County Education & Outreach Event Tracking 

The West Valley School District Outdoor Learning Center (OLC) 
The West Valley Outdoor Learning Center is a teaching and learning facility for students 
and their teachers in grades Pre K-College.  Students spend their time learning about 
topics such as plants, wildlife, geology, water ecology, and conservation.  Through a 
partnership with the SAJB, the center staff educated many students and adults in 
watersheds, water quality, water cycles, and the aquifer, the effects of stormwater on 
our water bodies within the City of Spokane Valley.  Last year, OLC staff spoke with 
hundreds of 3rd & 5th graders, junior high and senior high students from schools in the 
West Valley School District about the importance of the aquifer, including stormwater 
and its effect on the aquifer.   
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Media Release 
For immediate release 

February 17, 2017 

Caution Reminder for Standing Water 

SPOKANE VALLEY, WA --- As stormwater crews in Spokane Valley work to clear storm drains and keep 

water flowing off roadways, they want to remind everyone to use particular caution and avoid driving through 

areas of standing water.  Areas of particular note are those along Chester Creek, and on Thorpe Road just east of 

Dishman-Mica where water is over the roadway signs have been posted alerting drivers to high water. 

Community members can report areas where standing water is covering lanes of traffic, or going over 

curbs, online at www.spokanevalley.org/CARES or by calling 509-921-1000.  To help crews locate problem 

areas, information should include an adjacent address or a complete description of the location, including the 

affected street name and nearest cross streets.  A contact name and number in case further information is needed 

are helpful, but not required. 

### 
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Media Release 
For immediate release 

April 18, 2017 

Spring Street Sweeping Under Way 

SPOKANE VALLEY, WA – The season for spring cleaning is here, and that means the season for street 

sweeping in Spokane Valley is here, too.  Crews are clearing accumulations of dirt and debris from roadways 

between the hours of 7:00 am and 5:00 pm weekdays, continuing until late June/early July. 

During those times, drivers should expect to encounter slow-moving street sweeping vehicles.  For 

safety, please maintain a safe distance behind street sweepers, and pass with caution only when it is safe to do 

so. 

To help crews complete sweeping more quickly and completely, please remove vehicles, basketball 

hoops, and other items from the roadway when sweeping is under way, and keep leaves and yard waste from 

private property out of the public right of way.   

While cleaner streets are one of the side benefits to the street sweeping program, its real purpose is to 

keep stormwater draining off the roadways.   

• Sweeping clears dirt and debris that could clog storm drains and drywells, resulting in standing

water.  Standing water not only creates a driving hazard, it can accelerate roadway deterioration,

resulting in significant cost to repair/reconstruct.  It can also cause damage to adjacent properties.

• Excessive accumulations of dirt and debris in drywells can damage their ability to drain, resulting in

costly reconstruction.  Street sweeping is a more cost-effective way to keep drywells functioning

because it helps keep dirt and debris from accumulating, minimizing the need for more expensive

vacuum removal.
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• Sweeping removes dirt and gravel from the roadway, improving stability for pedestrians, bicyclists,

and those using mobility devices.

• Because sweeping removes excess dust and dirt from the roadway that could otherwise get blown

into the air by wind and passing vehicles, the air is cleaner.

The cost of street sweeping is funded primarily through the City’s Stormwater Fund and supplemented 

by the Street Fund.  More information is available on the City of Spokane Valley website 

at www.spokanevalley.org/stormwater, or by calling 509-921-1000. 

### 
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MEDIA RELEASE 

For immediate release 
October 27, 2017 

Street Sweeping Underway in Spokane Valley 

SPOKANE VALLEY, WA --- Street sweeping to help keep stormwater drainage systems functioning is 

underway in Spokane Valley weekdays from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is expected to continue into late November.  

Community members are asked to keep leaves and debris from their property out of the road, and to remove 

items such as basketball hoops and bicycles to help street vehicles complete sweeping more quickly. Drivers are 

urged to use caution when approaching or passing street sweeping vehicles to avoid dust and debris that may be 

swept into the air.   

Community members can view a map of street sweeping areas on the City’s Street Maintenance web 

page at www.spokanevalley.org/StreetMaintenance.  Areas shown in orange on the map reflect locations where 

street sweeping is currently underway.  As those areas are completed, the color will be updated to green. 

The annual effort clears dirt and debris that could otherwise accumulate and clog the stormwater system, 

resulting in standing water in the roadway.  Standing water not only creates a driving hazard, it can accelerate 

deterioration of the driving surface and underlying structure, which could cost significantly to repair or 

reconstruct.  In severe cases, standing water can cause damage to adjacent properties.   

Street sweeping is just one of the ways the City of Spokane Valley maximizes taxpayer dollars to help 

keep streets in good condition.  It’s a more cost-effective alternative to vacuuming debris out of the drywells 

where it has accumulated.  It’s also less expensive than replacing drywells that have become so clogged that 

they no longer function.   

Street sweeping is funded primarily by the City of Spokane Valley Stormwater Fund and supplemented 

by the Street Fund.  More information is available on the City’s Street Maintenance web page shown above, or 

(509) 720-5000. 

### 
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Media Release 
For immediate release 

January 17, 2017 

Watch for Standing Water 

SPOKANE VALLEY, WA --- In anticipation of warmer temperatures and rain in the forecast, City of Spokane 

Valley Stormwater crews have been working to clear storm drains and help keep water flowing off the 

roadways.  They are monitoring roadways throughout the city to clear storm drains where needed and are 

coordinating with the Spokane Valley Police Department to address problem areas. 

Community members can report areas where standing water is covering lanes of traffic, or going over 

curbs, online at www.spokanevalley.org/CARES or by calling 509-921-1000.  To help crews locate problem 

areas, information should include an adjacent address or a complete description of the location, including the 

affected street name and nearest cross streets.  A contact name and number in case further information is needed 

are helpful, but not required. 

Drivers are encouraged to slow down and avoid driving through areas of standing water.  

### 
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Discussion of Opportunities for  
Public Participation with SWMP Updates 
Ecology Permit Section/Paragraph:S5.B.2.a:  Opportunities Created for Public 
Participation to Develop, Implement, and Update the Stormwater Management 
Program 

The City’s Stormwater Management Program (SWMP) and annual plan continues to evolve.  The plan is 
updated annually by staff and is based on long-range needs and issues.  It includes enough details of 
existing and potential problems to ascertain the amount of resources required to make needed changes.  
With clear and succinct language, the SWMP plan works to identify issues and how problems can be 
resolved.  Public involvement and input into the elements of the SWMP and annual plan is critical to the 
success and sustainability of the City’s drainage infrastructure for protecting water quality and reducing 
risks of flooding. 

To assist with the development, implementation, and periodic updates to the City’s SWMP and annual 
plan updates, the City employs several ways for public involvement.  These include regular public 
Council meetings, and direct contact with staff via phone, internet, mail, and in-person meetings.  Staff 
and Council make it a priority to be available to discuss needs, concerns, and questions the general 
public may have regarding the City’s programs.  The City’s customer service philosophy states:   

“The staff of the City of Spokane Valley strives to provide service to our citizens 
in a respectful, knowledgeable, and welcoming manner.  Our goal is to deliver 
service that is complete, consistent and equitable to all our customers. 

The principles guiding our customer service philosophy are: 
• Integrity
• Respect
• Responsiveness “

In addition, the City Council and staff strives to follow the values and core beliefs, one of those beliefs 
being:   “We believe in hearing the public view.  We affirm that members of the public should be 
encouraged to speak and be heard through reasonable rules of procedure when the public business is 
being considered, thus giving elected officials the broadest perspectives from which to make decisions.”  

For a list of the City’s core values and beliefs, see 
link:  http://www.spokanevalley.org/content/6834/9135/default.aspx 

Regular Council Meetings 
The public is invited to comment at regularly scheduled City Council meetings.  These meetings normally 
start at 6:00 pm at City Hall and residents have the opportunity to provide input and comment regarding 
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the City’s SWMP during the public comment period of the meetings.  In addition, the public has several 
opportunities throughout the year to comment and give input to elements of the SWMP and annual 
plan as part of the following annual Council Meeting Actions: 

1. Stormwater Capital Improvement Program Update – see pages 124-152
link:  http://laserfiche.spokanevalley.org/WebLink8/0/doc/160389/Page30.aspx

2. Annual Business Plan – see
link:  http://www.spokanevalley.org/content/6834/6846/default.aspx

3. Annual Budget – see
link:  http://www.spokanevalley.org/content/6836/6902/7156/default.aspx

Each action requires a minimum of three notices and meetings with the Council and the public to 
receive a final motion for approval by the Council.  Each meeting must be at least a week apart.  The 
Council and public is notified through the publication of Council Agendas, which are distributed per law. 

At the first meeting, normally staff submits an informational memo, giving the Council and public an 
early notice of what topic will be discussed at an upcoming City Council meeting.  The second meeting(s) 
generally come in the form of an administrative report, where a member of staff reviews with the 
Council and answers questions regarding proposed updates and changes.  The third meeting is generally 
a motion consideration where the Council votes on whether to approve of proposed changes and 
updates.   

Direct Contacts 
The public can participate directly with staff by giving input to the ongoing updates of the SWMP plan 
elements through in person meetings, phone, email, and the City’s online “Citizen Action Request online 
Entry System”, or “CARES”.  The public is able to participate directly through requesting actions for 
resolving existing problems, expressing interest in protecting water quality, and through specific 
questions regarding program elements such as street sweeping or storm drain cleaning. 

Problems or needs reported by citizens are either directly entered by the citizen or by staff into the 
CARES online reporting tool, and selecting under Public Works:  Illicit Discharge, Storm 
Drainage/Erosion, Street Sweeping, Landscaping Right of Ways – see 
link:  http://www.spokanevalley.org/cares.  A member of the stormwater utility staff receives these and 
will contact citizens to meet or discuss the problem or concern and are dealt with based on the type of 
issue/problem.  These problems and the discussion with citizens help to give input and direction to 
program resources and updates of the SWMP and annual program. 
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IDDE Information for the General Public 
March 2018 (Permit Requirement S5.B.3.c.vi) 

City of Spokane Valley Public Works - Stormwater Utility 

The City is fortunate to have many agencies, schools and non-profit groups spreading 
the word about how stormwater affects the water bodies within Spokane Valley.  They 
used a variety of tools and techniques including; webpages, classroom education, 
trainings, brochures, billboards, regional meetings, outreach programs, conferences, 
websites, “Storm Drain Dan” activity books, posterboards, short sketches, citizen 
inquiries, games, photos and community events.  A summary each group’s involvement 
is outlined below: 

Stormwater Utility staff interacts with public employees, the general public, and with 
businesses through a variety of ways.  City staff is aware and has been trained of the 
need to dispose of waste properly and not to dump anything into a stormdrain.  With 
that knowledge, City staff comes into contact with the public and businesses in the 
many ways and can direct people to proper waste disposal techniques.  Staff interacts 
through the following ways” 

• phone calls
• emails
• council meetings
• site visits
• development meetings
• construction projects
• pre-construction neighborhood meetings
• complaint response
• technical assistance visits
• illicit discharge response
• spill response
• pre-application meetings
• zoning meetings
• planning meetings
• street maintenance
• City’s website
• Parks programs
• code enforcement
• public outreach events
• and citizen inquires
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In addition, when City staff is informed of an IDDE incident, an investigation is initiated. 
If those responsible are not readily known and can be communicated with to educate 
about the violation(s), then the area around where the IDDE incident or spill receives 
door hangers that indicate that pollutants were found in a local drain and that it is 
improper to dispose of materials in the City’s storm drains. 

Spokane Aquifer Joint Board (SAJB)   
The SAJB is the leading group aimed at educating people about protecting the 
Spokane-Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer, the area’s sole-source aquifer that provides drinking 
water for over 500,000 people.  This group uses a mascot “Aqua Duck”, advertises on 
billboards, updates websites, attends events, coordinates meetings and educates many 
adults and children in our City about the importance of protecting our aquifer and the 
effects that stormwater pollution can have on the aquifer.   

SAJB have also coordinated efforts to provide the “Spokane EnviroStars Waste 
Directory” on their website.  This website helps producers of waste to know where they 
can take what types of waste to dispose of it properly.  This helps to keep unwanted 
wastes out of the stormwater stream. 

Spokane County 
The Spokane County Water Resources and Stormwater Utility play a large part in the 
City’s education and outreach program.   Water Resources has staff that leads many 
classroom and event education activities at almost every elementary school within the 
City of Spokane Valley, as well as other schools in the area.  Last year, they educated 
over 2,000 students and adults in the Valley.  Staff also monitors our aquifer constantly 
and works to keep the aquifer safe from pollution, including stormwater.  Staff from the 
County created a “Storm Drain Dan” activity book for kids.  The City has purchased 
copies and distributes at events with children.   

The West Valley School District Outdoor Learning Center (OLC) 
The West Valley Outdoor Learning Center is a teaching and learning facility for students 
and their teachers in grades Pre K-College.  Students spend their time learning about 
topics such as plants, wildlife, geology, water ecology, and conservation.  Through a 
partnership with the SAJB, the center staff educated many students and adults in 
watersheds, water quality, water cycles, and the aquifer, the effects of stormwater on 
the water bodies within the City of Spokane Valley.  Last year, OLC staff spoke with 
hundreds of 3rd & 5th graders, junior high and senior high students from schools in the 
West Valley School District about the importance of the aquifer, including stormwater 
and its effect on the aquifer.   

Idaho Washington Aquifer Collaborative (IWAC) 
The purpose of the Idaho Washington Aquifer Collaborative (IWAC) is to work together 
to maintain and/or enhance water quality and quantity for present and future 
generations by developing management strategies which benefit the Spokane Valley 
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Rathdrum Prairie Aquifer and the Spokane River region.  IWAC facilitates regional 
dialogues and studies that result in recommendations for policy directions and shared 
stewardship of the Aquifer and the Spokane River, in a collaborative manner. 

Household Hazardous Waste Webpages 
The City has deployed a webpage on how to recycle household hazardous wastes for 
free at the Spokane Valley University Transfer Station.  This service is provided by 
contract to the residents of the City by Sunshine Disposal and Recycling. 

Waste Management 
Waste Management is responsible to remove just about any kind of waste from homes 
and businesses within Spokane Valley.  Waste Management’s trucks and staff provide 
waste pickup, recycling services, yard waste pickup, bulk waste pickup, hazardous 
waste pickup, and food and organic waste pickup.  The company always encourages 
their patrons to “THINK GREEN”.  They offer the best way for citizens and business to 
dispose of waste rather than dumping it in City stormdrains! 

Central Valley 5th Grade Outdoor Environmental Program 
Every 5th grader within the Central Valley participates in this one day event.  Each 
school is given a day to attend the field trip at Liberty Lake County Park.  The students 
are taught about the great outdoors, the importance of forests, rivers and lakes, where 
their drinking water comes from, a lesson in stormwater, and ways to protect water 
quality. 

Spokane Regional Health District 
Urban Waters Initiative 
Technical assistance visits are offered without charge to small quantity generators of 
hazardous waste including businesses, schools, and government entities to prevent 
pollution. Waste handling practices are evaluated for regulatory compliance and to offer 
new and best management practices for improvement. The following practices are 
evaluated by specialists during business visits: 

• Generation and pretreatment of wastewater
• Management of wash water
• Waste disposal and recycling
• Spill prevention
• Outdoor maintenance practices
• Outdoor storage practices for products and waste
• Fueling operations
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Washington State Dept of Ecology  
Urban Waters Initiative 
A team of Ecology scientists, technical staff, and specialists from the Spokane Regional 
Health District are sampling water and visiting businesses along the river to identify 
sources of toxic chemicals that affect the river.  Reports that track sources may be 
found on the Urban Waters website.   

Ecology also has staff that deals with businesses in Spokane Valley whether through 
enforcement of regulations or through technical site visits.  Through Ecology’s many 
environmental programs, businesses are learning how to properly dispose of 
waste/sediment in an effort to protect our aquifer and local water bodies.  Some of 
Ecology’s programs include: 

• Hazardous Waste & Toxics Reduction
• Water Quality
• Industrial and Construction Stormwater Permits
• Underground Injection Control

EnviroStars 
EnviroStars is a voluntary program offered to local small businesses. The program 
certifies businesses having practices and policies in place demonstrating proper 
management & reduction of hazardous and other waste.  The certification includes 
proper stormwater management practices. EnviroStars Spokane is a unique partnership 
between agencies and non-profits that provides certified businesses with public 
recognition & advertising.  Currently, Spokane Valley has 18 EnviroStar certified 
business. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/urbanwaters/index.html


The following pollutants were found 
in a storm drain or on a street near 
you: 
 Motor Oil 

 Oil filters 

 Automotive Fluids 

 Paint 

 Solvent/degreaser 

 Cooking grease 

 Detergent 

 Concrete/ Mortar waste 

 Pet waste 

 Yard waste 

 Excessive dirt and gravel 

 Trash 

 Construction debris 

 Pesticides and fertilizers 

 Chemicals 

We need your help – 
Please help protect our aquifer and our 
stormdrains.  If the pollutants came from you, 
please find another way to dispose of them. 
Thanks for your cooperation. 

Report pollutant discharges to the street or storm 
drain system by calling the City of Spokane Valley’s 
Stormwater Dept: 

720-5000 
http://www.spokanevalley.org (Report a Problem) 

Illicit Discharge Door Hanger

http://www.spokanevalley.org/


From: Carolbelle Branch
To: Aaron Clary
Subject: RE: stormwater info in Hot Topic or Media Releases
Date: Monday, February 26, 2018 8:56:51 AM
Attachments: FINAL HotTopic Fall Sep.pdf

Media Release - Street Sweeping.docx
Media Release - Spring Street Sweeping.docx
Media Release - Watch for standing water 011717.docx
Media Release - Caution Reminder for Standing Water.docx

Hi Aaron.
 
One item in Fall 2017 HotTopic mentioning stormwater drainage improvements on Saltese from

Houk to 24th (page 3).
 
Also, one media release on Spring street sweeping, one media release on Fall street sweeping, and
two media releases on standing water.
 
News coverage:
1/20/17 Valley News Herald on standing water
2/24/17 Valley News Herald on standing water
3/3/17 Valley News Herald on standing water
3/10/17 Valley News Herald on standing water
4/20/17 Spokesman-Review on street sweeping
5/1/17 The Current on street sweeping
9/9/17 Spokesman Review on storm water
11/3/17 Valley News Herald on street sweeping
 
 
 
Carolbelle Branch| Public information Officer
10210 E. Sprague Avenue | Spokane Valley, WA 99206
(509) 720-5411 | CBRANCH@spokanevalley.org

This email and any attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to Washington State’s
Public Record Act, chapter 42.56 RCW.
 

WE’VE MOVED!  We are now in the new City Hall at 10210 E.
Sprague Avenue, Spokane Valley, WA 99206. 

 

From: Aaron Clary 
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2018 11:15 AM
To: Carolbelle Branch <cbranch@spokanevalley.org>
Subject: FW: stormwater info in Hot Topic or Media Releases

mailto:/O=SV ORGANIZATION/OU=FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CBRANCH
mailto:aclary@spokanevalley.org
mailto:CBRANCH@spokanevalley.org



A community of  
opportunity where  
individuals and families  
can grow and play, and 
businesses will flourish  
and prosper. 


 Community identity and 
pride. 


 Focus on the future. 


 Open, collaborative  
government. 


 Mayor’s Corner 


 City Hall Open House 


 City Hall funding 


 Design of City Hall 


 City Hall construction costs 


 City Hall site acquisition 


 Sculptures donated by 
Spokane Valley Arts 
Council 


 New phone numbers at 
City Hall, and more... 


Our Values 


Inside 


 


Included in your new City 
Hall are features that 
maximize energy efficiency 
and reduce energy costs:   


 Windows that take 
advantage of natural 
lighting 


 LED lights that use less 
energy and automatically 
adjust in response to 
natural light levels 


 Occupancy sensors that 
turn lights off when 
areas of the building are 
unoccupied 


 A heating and cooling 
system that uses less 
energy while providing a 
more comfortable 
environment 


 Window overhangs that 
help reduce heat gain 
from the sun 


 Spray foam insulation 
that helps minimize 
energy loss 


WWW.SPOKANEVALLEY.ORG                    Fall 2017 


QuickFacts Mayor’s Corner 
with Mayor  
Rod Higgins 


 


As we approach 
autumn, it’s re-
freshing to take 
stock of the City’s 
accomplishments 
to date.  You’ve no doubt no-
ticed the Sullivan Bridge project 
is completed except for some 
minor details in the park.  What 
a pleasant change and im-
provement to that area!   


Our new City Hall is now 
complete.  As of September 20, 
all offices have transitioned to 
the new building at 10210 E. 
Sprague Avenue, and the area 
outside is looking like the wel-
coming municipal campus we 
envisioned.   


The building is not only a 
commanding presence, it’s a 
promise of economic life 
breathed into that area of Spra-
gue Avenue.  Picture in your 
mind a landscaped City Hall 


(Continued on page 4) 


New City Hall Now Open 
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As of September 20, all offices are now open in the new 
City Hall at 10210 E. Sprague Avenue.  It is more than just a 
utilitarian building housing city government and services.  It 
is a welcoming place where stronger connections are built 
between citizens and the elected officials and staff members 
who serve them.  Located in the former University City Shop-
ping Center (long considered by locals to be the heart of the 
city), the new City Hall is intended to be the centerpiece of a 
civic center that contributes to a unique city identity and 
builds community pride.  It is also hoped that the new City 
Hall will serve as a catalyst for economic development, as 
well as new public and private investment in the area. 


(Continued on page 4) 
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City Hall Funding 
Taxes will not be increased to pay for this project, which was 
funded by: 
 $6,300,000 in cash set aside by the City specifically for this 


purpose. 
 $7,850,000 in net limited tax general obligation (LTGO) 


bond proceeds. 
 Bonds will be repaid over a 30-year period in roughly 


equal annual installments. 
 Average annual interest rate on bonds of just 2.91%. 
 Average annual bond repayment of $399,888 is 


$34,712 less per year than the City’s annual lease 
payment for space formerly leased at the Redwood 
Plaza located at 11707 E. Sprague. 


 The City has leased office space since its incorporation in 
2003 and over the past 14.5 years has paid $5,9543,000 in 
rent. 


City Hall Site Acquisition 
In 2015, the City acquired 3.38 acres at the southeast 


corner of Sprague and Dartmouth, part of the former Univer-
sity City Shopping Center site.  The cost of acquisition was 
$1,160,000, which is included in the total project cost of 
$14,150,000. 


City Hall Construction Contract 
 The City received nine bids on this project. 
 Meridian Construction of Spokane Valley was the low 


bidder. 
 Contract cost:  $9,742,700 plus sales tax. 


TOTAL CITY HALL  
PROJECT COSTS 


 


The total project cost of $14,150,000 
is $250,000 less than the $14,400,000 
budget estimate established in 2014.  
This cost includes: 


 Land acquisition 


 Design services 


 Construction and related sales tax  


 Furniture, fixtures and equipment 


 Full basement 


 Landscaping 


 Hardscaping 


 Undergrounding of utilities 
 Permit fees 
 


The project has been delivered  
on budget. 
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Keeping Your Roadways in 
Good Condition 


Because it’s one of your top 
priorities, keeping Spokane 
Valley roadways in good con-
dition is one of our top priori-
ties, too.  During the 2017 
construction season, an esti-
mated $13 million has been 
invested in roadway improve-
ments at a variety of locations 
throughout the city.  See be-
low for a list if this year’s pro-


jects. 
To stay updated with traffic 


impacts for these and other 
road and street improvement 
efforts, sign up to receive 
weekly emailed Traffic Alerts.  
Go to spokanevalley.org/
signup, where you can also 
subscribe to receive emailed 
updates on a variety of other 
City topics.  


2017 Road Projects Description 
9th Avenue from Raymond to University Add a new sidewalk and curb ramps on the south side. 


Appleway Trail from Sullivan to Corbin, and Pines 
to Evergreen 


Construct a 12-foot wide shared-use trail with landscaping, trees, lighting, and 
park amenities. 


Bowdish Sidewalk from 8th to 12th Install sidewalks on the east side of Bowdish from 8th to 12th and on the north 
side of 12th from Bowdish to Wilbur at Opportunity Elementary School, including 
curb ramps. 


Euclid—Flora to Barker, and Flora from Euclid west 
of Barker to north of Dalton 


Install sewer (Spokane County)  and reconstruct the roadway. 


Indiana from Mirabeau to Evergreen Resurface roadway, upgrade signal, and upgrade sidewalk curb and island ramps. 


ITS Infill Project Install conduit to connect signals at various locations to the regional traffic man-
agement center. 


Mission from Pines to McDonald Resurface roadway, upgrade sidewalk curb ramps. 


Saltese from Houk to 24th Resurface roadway, improve stormwater drainage, and  
replace corner curb ramps. 


Sullivan Road West Bridge Replacement Complete incidental items to finalize the bridge replacement project. 


Sullivan/Euclid intersection Replace existing asphalt with concrete and replace corner curb ramps. 


Traffic Signal Backplates Install reflective backplates on traffic signals at 24 Intersections to improve  
visibility and safety. 


Street Maintenance Projects Miscellaneous street repairs throughout the city. 


City Hall Building Designed by 
Architects West 
 Design contract cost: $1,027,400. 
 The design process incorporated public input which lead to 


design principles integrating: 
 Efficiency, tradition and function. 


 The design process also incorporated the history of the 
valley through the inclusion of these key elements:  


 River, orchards, agriculture, and opportunity. 
 Total square footage of the structure is 65,172 


 3 stories above-grade totaling 47,485 square feet. 
 First floor—18,553 square feet. 
 Second floor—15,155 square feet. 
 Third floor—13,777 square feet. 


 Full basement—17,687 square feet. 
 The structure was designed to accommodate reasonable 


expansion during its 50-100 year expected useful life. 


City Hall Construction Schedule 
 Construction broke ground in June 2016. 
 Substantial completion on September 5, 2017. 
 The move into the new facility was completed on 


September 20, 2017.   


This photo taken in August of 2016 shows the City Hall 
basement and foundation under construction.  


Sculptures at City Hall Donated 
by Valley Arts Council 


Through the generosity of 
the Spokane Valley Arts 
Council (SVAC) your new City 
Hall is home to three 
sculptures.   


“Coup Ponies,” pictured 
above, was created by Jerry 
McKellar, the same artist who 
created the “Mountain Man” 
and “Dance of the Sun and 
Moon” sculptures located just 
south of Discovery 
Playground. 


Another sculpture donated 
by the SVAC and known as 
“The Berry Picker,” was 
moved from its former 
location near Discovery 
Playground.  It is now located 
adjacent to the main entrance 


doors at the new City Hall, 
where it can now be enjoyed 
by even more people. 


On the west side of the 
building by the entrance to 
the Permit Center is artist Ace 
Powell’s figure of a young girl 
raising the image of a horse 
to the sky, titled “Great 
Spirit’s Gift.   


The three sculptures will be 
dedicated at a special 
ceremony to be held at the 
new City Hall on Wednesday, 
October 25 at 2:00pm. 


More information is 
available on the SVAC website 
at spokanevalleyartscounil.org 
or by calling Dr. James 
Harken at (509) 924-5009. 







Contact Your Council  


      Because they value the opportunity to hear from you directly, 
your City of Spokane Valley Mayor and Councilmembers want you 
to know they are just an email or phone call away when you want 
to discuss City government or legislation.   


To email the Council as a group, send to: 
citycouncil@spokanevalley.org 


or, contact Councilmembers individually: 


Contact Administration or 
Senior Staff  


City of Spokane Valley Administration and staff are committed 
to providing top notch services.  They want to hear from you any 
time you have questions, comments or concerns regarding 
legislative policy or City operations and services. 
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...Mayor’s Corner 


Spokane Valley University 
Rd Transfer Station 
2405 N. University Rd. 
Spokane Valley, WA 
509-924-5678 or 
www.spokanevalley.org/
solidwaste 


Arne Woodard, Deputy Mayor (Position  3) 
509-720-5062 


awoodard@spokanevalley.org 


Ed Pace, Councilmember (Position 4) 
509-720-5065 


epace@spokanevalley.org 


Sam Wood, Councilmember (Position  6) 
509-720-5063 


swood@spokanevalley.org 


Caleb  Collier, Councilmember (Position 2) 
509-720-5064 
ccollier@spokanevalley.org 


Pam Haley, Councilmember (Position 5) 
509-720-5060 
phaley@spokanevalley.org 


Rod Higgins, Mayor (Position 1) 
509-720-5066 
rhiggins@spokanevalley.org 


Michael Munch, Councilmember (Position 7) 
509-720-5061 
mmunch@spokanevalley.org 


Administration 


City Hall:  10210 E. Sprague Avenue 
PH:  509-720-5000      FAX:  509-720-5075 
EMAIL: cityhall@spokanevalley.org  


Website:  spokanevalley.org 


General Information 


Senior Staff 


Police Department, Mark Werner, Chief 
(Law enforcement, policing) 
509-477-3331 or mwerner@spokanesheriff.org 


Parks & Recreation Department, Mike Stone, Director 
(Parks, pools, recreation) 
509-720-5400 or mstone@spokanevalley.org 


City Clerk, Chris Bainbridge 
(Public records requests, Council meetings and minutes) 
509-720-5102 or cbainbridge@spokanevalley.org  


City Attorney, Cary Driskell 
(Legal representation for the City government) 
509-720-5150 or cdriskell@spokanevalley.org 


Finance Department, Chelsie Taylor, Director 
(Financial management for all city departments) 
509-720-5040 or ctaylor@spokanevalley.org 


Mark Calhoun, City Manager 
(Executive and legislative support) 
509-720-5100 or mcalhoun@spokanevalley.org 


John Hohman, Deputy City Manager 
(Community/ & Public Works, planning, zoning, code enforcement, building 
inspections) 
509-720-5300 or jhohman@spokanevalley.org 


complete with sculptures donated by the Spokane Valley Arts 
Council.  Across Sprague is Balfour Park, which promises to 
be the home for a new library, surrounded by a beautiful set-
ting, anchoring the community center of Spokane Valley.  
That picture may not be completed next week, but it’s in our 
plans for the future.   


Let’s take a moment to talk about the new City Hall.  It’s 
been called a ‘Taj Mahal’ and a waste of taxpayers’ money.  
It is indeed a beautiful structure, but certainly not approach-
ing the real Taj Mahal in breathtaking splendor.  Instead it is 
a very practical building, designed to house all the city func-
tions except our police precinct.  There is also space to ac-
commodate reasonable growth well into the future.   


A waste of taxpayer money?  Quite the opposite; because it 
provides a substantial savings of taxpayer money.  How?  
Well, the average annual bond repayment of $399,888 is 
$34,712 less than our current annual lease payment of 
$434,600.  Recognizing that our bond payments will not in-
crease over the next 30-years, and assuming that our annual 
lease payment increased by just 3% over this same time 
frame, the City would pay over $8 million more in lease pay-
ments than it will in bond payments.  And in thirty years we 
own our City Hall.  So, your money is being sensibly man-
aged.   


With a fresh look at the BNSF Rail Crossings at the inter-
sections of Pines Road and Trent Avenue and Barker Road 
and Trent, we are rethinking those plan designs.  The Pines 
Crossing is well defined as an underpass similar to Argonne, 
and the estimated cost for the project remains at just short 
of $20 million.   


In the Barker Rail Crossing, however, we’ve discovered new 
possible alternatives.  The last cost estimate we were work-
ing with for that project was $36.2 million.  We’ve discovered 
alternatives, making it apparent that other, less obtrusive, 
routes could prove much less expensive.  These discoveries, 
together with the determined assistance of our Fourth District 
legislators, Senator Mike Padden, and Representatives Matt 
Shea and Bob McCaslin, in securing $1.5 million of financial 
assistance from the State Capital Budget are bringing the 


(Continued from page 1) 


construction of that project within reach.   
All this comes at a very exciting time in our industrial park 


area.  While we already have the largest industrial park be-
tween Minneapolis and Seattle, recent improvements to the 
east of our park have presented the opportunity to more 
than double the current size.  Those improvements have at-
tracted the attention of some very significant businesses.  
Stay tuned for forthcoming announcements.   


Lastly, I hate to keep mentioning the preservation and 
maintenance of our roads, but I must.  We have the best 
roads in the surrounding area because we’ve been willing to 
spend the money to keep them that way.  But we have a 
problem.  A few years back, the City approved a telephone 
tax.  Revenue from that tax began to decline in its first year.  
It has been steadily declining ever since, causing the shortfall 
in our ability to address our roads that steadily worsens.  
We’re working on a solution, and we’ll be talking to you in 
the future to get your input.  As you know by now, we’re all 
in this together.   


Exciting things are indeed happening here in the City of 
Spokane Valley.  You may not have realized it, but your City 
population is now above 96,000.  We’re within striking dis-
tance of that magic 100,000.  Who knew 14 years ago that 
we’d become not just the second largest city in Spokane 
County, but the fastest growing one.   


I’m proud of our City, and proud to be a Valley citizen.   
Warm regards from your Mayor, 


Rod Higgins 


… City Hall Now Open 


Designed for energy efficiency as well as functionality, the 
building’s internal layout emphasizes a commitment to serv-
ing the citizens of Spokane Valley.  The most frequently ac-
cessed services are conveniently located on the first floor.  
Council chambers are located just inside the main entrance, 
with increased seating capacity to welcome community 
members who are interested in seeing their city government 
in action.  We hope you’ll come see us soon! 


(Continued from page 1) 
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For information contact:  Carolbelle Branch, PIO
City of Spokane Valley
10210 E. Sprague Avenue
Spokane Valley, WA  99206
PH: 509-720-5411
FAX: 509-720-5075
Email: cbranch@spokanevalley.org

MEDIA RELEASE

For immediate release

October 27, 2017



Street Sweeping Underway in Spokane Valley



SPOKANE VALLEY, WA --- Street sweeping to help keep stormwater drainage systems functioning is underway in Spokane Valley weekdays from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is expected to continue into late November.  Community members are asked to keep leaves and debris from their property out of the road, and to remove items such as basketball hoops and bicycles to help street vehicles complete sweeping more quickly. Drivers are urged to use caution when approaching or passing street sweeping vehicles to avoid dust and debris that may be swept into the air.  

	Community members can view a map of street sweeping areas on the City’s Street Maintenance web page at www.spokanevalley.org/StreetMaintenance.  Areas shown in orange on the map reflect locations where street sweeping is currently underway.  As those areas are completed, the color will be updated to green.

The annual effort clears dirt and debris that could otherwise accumulate and clog the stormwater system, resulting in standing water in the roadway.  Standing water not only creates a driving hazard, it can accelerate deterioration of the driving surface and underlying structure, which could cost significantly to repair or reconstruct.  In severe cases, standing water can cause damage to adjacent properties.  

Street sweeping is just one of the ways the City of Spokane Valley maximizes taxpayer dollars to help keep streets in good condition.  It’s a more cost-effective alternative to vacuuming debris out of the drywells where it has accumulated.  It’s also less expensive than replacing drywells that have become so clogged that they no longer function.  

Street sweeping is funded primarily by the City of Spokane Valley Stormwater Fund and supplemented by the Street Fund.  More information is available on the City’s Street Maintenance web page shown above, or (509) 720-5000.
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For information contact:  Carolbelle Branch, PIO
City of Spokane Valley
11707 E. Sprague Ave., Suite 106
Spokane Valley, WA  99206
PH: 509-720-5411
FAX: 509-921-1008
Email: cbranch@spokanevalley.org



Media Release
For immediate release
April 18, 2017



Spring Street Sweeping Under Way



SPOKANE VALLEY, WA – The season for spring cleaning is here, and that means the season for street sweeping in Spokane Valley is here, too.  Crews are clearing accumulations of dirt and debris from roadways between the hours of 7:00 am and 5:00 pm weekdays, continuing until late June/early July.

	During those times, drivers should expect to encounter slow-moving street sweeping vehicles.  For safety, please maintain a safe distance behind street sweepers, and pass with caution only when it is safe to do so.

To help crews complete sweeping more quickly and completely, please remove vehicles, basketball hoops, and other items from the roadway when sweeping is under way, and keep leaves and yard waste from private property out of the public right of way.  

While cleaner streets are one of the side benefits to the street sweeping program, its real purpose is to keep stormwater draining off the roadways.  

· Sweeping clears dirt and debris that could clog storm drains and drywells, resulting in standing water.  Standing water not only creates a driving hazard, it can accelerate roadway deterioration, resulting in significant cost to repair/reconstruct.  It can also cause damage to adjacent properties.

· Excessive accumulations of dirt and debris in drywells can damage their ability to drain, resulting in costly reconstruction.  Street sweeping is a more cost-effective way to keep drywells functioning because it helps keep dirt and debris from accumulating, minimizing the need for more expensive vacuum removal.    

· Sweeping removes dirt and gravel from the roadway, improving stability for pedestrians, bicyclists, and those using mobility devices.

· Because sweeping removes excess dust and dirt from the roadway that could otherwise get blown into the air by wind and passing vehicles, the air is cleaner.

The cost of street sweeping is funded primarily through the City’s Stormwater Fund and supplemented by the Street Fund.  More information is available on the City of Spokane Valley website at www.spokanevalley.org/stormwater, or by calling 509-921-1000.

###



image1.gif




























11707 E Sprague Ave Suite 106  Spokane Valley WA 99206

509.921.1000  Fax: 509.921.1008  cityhall@spokanevalley.org





















For information contact:  Carolbelle Branch, PIO
City of Spokane Valley
11707 E. Sprague Ave., Suite 106
Spokane Valley, WA  99206
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Media Release
For immediate release
January 17, 2017



Watch for Standing Water



SPOKANE VALLEY, WA --- In anticipation of warmer temperatures and rain in the forecast, City of Spokane Valley Stormwater crews have been working to clear storm drains and help keep water flowing off the roadways.  They are monitoring roadways throughout the city to clear storm drains where needed and are coordinating with the Spokane Valley Police Department to address problem areas.

Community members can report areas where standing water is covering lanes of traffic, or going over curbs, online at www.spokanevalley.org/CARES or by calling 509-921-1000.  To help crews locate problem areas, information should include an adjacent address or a complete description of the location, including the affected street name and nearest cross streets.  A contact name and number in case further information is needed are helpful, but not required.

Drivers are encouraged to slow down and avoid driving through areas of standing water.  
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Media Release
For immediate release
February 17, 2017



Caution Reminder for Standing Water



SPOKANE VALLEY, WA --- As stormwater crews in Spokane Valley work to clear storm drains and keep water flowing off roadways, they want to remind everyone to use particular caution and avoid driving through areas of standing water.  Areas of particular note are those along Chester Creek, and on Thorpe Road just east of Dishman-Mica where water is over the roadway signs have been posted alerting drivers to high water.

Community members can report areas where standing water is covering lanes of traffic, or going over curbs, online at www.spokanevalley.org/CARES or by calling 509-921-1000.  To help crews locate problem areas, information should include an adjacent address or a complete description of the location, including the affected street name and nearest cross streets.  A contact name and number in case further information is needed are helpful, but not required.

###
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Media Release 

For immediate release 
April 18, 2017 

 
Spring Street Sweeping Under Way 

 
SPOKANE VALLEY, WA – The season for spring cleaning is here, and that means the season for street 

sweeping in Spokane Valley is here, too.  Crews are clearing accumulations of dirt and debris from roadways 

between the hours of 7:00 am and 5:00 pm weekdays, continuing until late June/early July. 

 During those times, drivers should expect to encounter slow-moving street sweeping vehicles.  For 

safety, please maintain a safe distance behind street sweepers, and pass with caution only when it is safe to do 

so. 

To help crews complete sweeping more quickly and completely, please remove vehicles, basketball 

hoops, and other items from the roadway when sweeping is under way, and keep leaves and yard waste from 

private property out of the public right of way.   

While cleaner streets are one of the side benefits to the street sweeping program, its real purpose is to 

keep stormwater draining off the roadways.   

• Sweeping clears dirt and debris that could clog storm drains and drywells, resulting in standing 

water.  Standing water not only creates a driving hazard, it can accelerate roadway deterioration, 

resulting in significant cost to repair/reconstruct.  It can also cause damage to adjacent properties. 

• Excessive accumulations of dirt and debris in drywells can damage their ability to drain, resulting in 

costly reconstruction.  Street sweeping is a more cost-effective way to keep drywells functioning 

because it helps keep dirt and debris from accumulating, minimizing the need for more expensive 

vacuum removal.     

mailto:cbranch@spokanevalley.org
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• Sweeping removes dirt and gravel from the roadway, improving stability for pedestrians, bicyclists, 

and those using mobility devices. 

• Because sweeping removes excess dust and dirt from the roadway that could otherwise get blown 

into the air by wind and passing vehicles, the air is cleaner. 

The cost of street sweeping is funded primarily through the City’s Stormwater Fund and supplemented 

by the Street Fund.  More information is available on the City of Spokane Valley website 

at www.spokanevalley.org/stormwater, or by calling 509-921-1000. 

### 
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For information contact:  Carolbelle Branch, PIO 

City of Spokane Valley 
10210 E. Sprague Avenue 

Spokane Valley, WA  99206 
PH: 509-720-5411 

FAX: 509-720-5075 
Email: cbranch@spokanevalley.org 

MEDIA RELEASE 
For immediate release 

October 27, 2017 
 

Street Sweeping Underway in Spokane Valley 
 

SPOKANE VALLEY, WA --- Street sweeping to help keep stormwater drainage systems functioning is 

underway in Spokane Valley weekdays from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is expected to continue into late November.  

Community members are asked to keep leaves and debris from their property out of the road, and to remove 

items such as basketball hoops and bicycles to help street vehicles complete sweeping more quickly. Drivers are 

urged to use caution when approaching or passing street sweeping vehicles to avoid dust and debris that may be 

swept into the air.   

 Community members can view a map of street sweeping areas on the City’s Street Maintenance web 

page at www.spokanevalley.org/StreetMaintenance.  Areas shown in orange on the map reflect locations where 

street sweeping is currently underway.  As those areas are completed, the color will be updated to green. 

The annual effort clears dirt and debris that could otherwise accumulate and clog the stormwater system, 

resulting in standing water in the roadway.  Standing water not only creates a driving hazard, it can accelerate 

deterioration of the driving surface and underlying structure, which could cost significantly to repair or 

reconstruct.  In severe cases, standing water can cause damage to adjacent properties.   

Street sweeping is just one of the ways the City of Spokane Valley maximizes taxpayer dollars to help 

keep streets in good condition.  It’s a more cost-effective alternative to vacuuming debris out of the drywells 

where it has accumulated.  It’s also less expensive than replacing drywells that have become so clogged that 

they no longer function.   

Street sweeping is funded primarily by the City of Spokane Valley Stormwater Fund and supplemented 

by the Street Fund.  More information is available on the City’s Street Maintenance web page shown above, or 

(509) 720-5000. 

### 
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FAX: 509-921-1008 
Email: cbranch@spokanevalley.org 

 
Media Release 

For immediate release 
January 17, 2017 

 
Watch for Standing Water 

 
SPOKANE VALLEY, WA --- In anticipation of warmer temperatures and rain in the forecast, City of Spokane 

Valley Stormwater crews have been working to clear storm drains and help keep water flowing off the 

roadways.  They are monitoring roadways throughout the city to clear storm drains where needed and are 

coordinating with the Spokane Valley Police Department to address problem areas. 

Community members can report areas where standing water is covering lanes of traffic, or going over 

curbs, online at www.spokanevalley.org/CARES or by calling 509-921-1000.  To help crews locate problem 

areas, information should include an adjacent address or a complete description of the location, including the 

affected street name and nearest cross streets.  A contact name and number in case further information is needed 

are helpful, but not required. 

Drivers are encouraged to slow down and avoid driving through areas of standing water.   
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Media Release 

For immediate release 
February 17, 2017 

 
Caution Reminder for Standing Water 

 
SPOKANE VALLEY, WA --- As stormwater crews in Spokane Valley work to clear storm drains and keep 

water flowing off roadways, they want to remind everyone to use particular caution and avoid driving through 

areas of standing water.  Areas of particular note are those along Chester Creek, and on Thorpe Road just east of 

Dishman-Mica where water is over the roadway signs have been posted alerting drivers to high water. 

Community members can report areas where standing water is covering lanes of traffic, or going over 

curbs, online at www.spokanevalley.org/CARES or by calling 509-921-1000.  To help crews locate problem 

areas, information should include an adjacent address or a complete description of the location, including the 

affected street name and nearest cross streets.  A contact name and number in case further information is needed 

are helpful, but not required. 

### 

 

mailto:cbranch@spokanevalley.org
http://www.spokanevalley.org/CARES


 

 







   

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Spokane County Water Resource Education events within Spokane Valley

Date County Staff Organization Event Audience Topic
Youth

Estimate
Adult

Estimate Total
1/23/2017 Taylor, Kat Hall U-High AP Environmental 

Science Classroom visit 11th-12th grades Snow-Water Equivalency 12 1 13
1/23/2017 Taylor, Kat Hall CVHS AP Environmental Science Classroom visit 10th-12th grades Snow-Water Equivalency 25 1 26
2/23/2017 Boese, Hess McDonald Elementary Science Night Elementary students & parents Stormwater and Aquifer 25 25 50
2/24/2017 Boese, Hess Ponderosa Elementary Science Fair Elementary students & parents Aquifer & stormwater 25 25 50
3/10/2017 Boese, Hess South Pines Elementary 1st grade Aquifer and stormwater 24 4 28
3/16/2017 Hess, Taylor Trentwood Elementary Experience Science Night Elementary students & parents Aquifer and stormwater 65 10 75
3/17/2017 Boese, Hess, Taylor, Co Otis Orchards Elementary Elementary students Aquifer, storm, waste, conservation 55 4 59
4/14/2017 Boese, Hess, Taylor Summit School 2nd grade cycle, aquifer, storm & waste 38 2 40
4/28/2017 Boese, Hess CVSD - Broadway - Greenacres Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/1/2017 Boese, Hess CVSD - South Pines Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/2/2017 Boese, Hess CVSD - Liberty Lake Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/3/2017 Boese, Hess, Kendall CVSD - Liberty Lake & South 

Pines Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/4/2017 Taylor, Boese, Hess, Ke Pioneer School grades K - 5 Aquifer, stormwater, wastewater 54 3 57
5/5/2017 Boese, Hess CVSD - Ponderosa & Opportunity Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/8/2017 Boese, Hess CVSD - Ponderosa Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/9/2017 Hess, Clary CVSD - Liberty Lake Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58

5/10/2017 Hess, Clary, Kendall CVSD - Adams Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/12/2017 Boese, Hess CVSD - Adams & Chester Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/15/2017 Taylor South Pines Elementary 5th graders Wastewater 75 12 87
5/15/2017 Boese, Hess. Kendall CVSD - McDonald Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/17/2017 Boese, Clary CVSD - Broadway Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/17/2017 Taylor Mica Peak High School High School students Wastewater, biosolids 24 2 26
5/19/2017 Hess, Kendall CVSD - Sunrise Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/22/2017 Boese, Hess CVSD - Sunrise Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/23/2017 Boese, Hess CVSD - Progress Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/24/2017 Kendall, Boese CVSD - University Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/26/2017 Boese, Hess CVSD -  Greenacres 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/30/2017 Boese, Hess CVSD - Chester 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
5/31/2017 Boese, Hess CVSD - Opportunity 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
6/2/2017 Kendall, Clary CVSD - Summit & SVLA Outdoor Enviro Education 5th graders Aquifer and stormwater 50 8 58
6/8/2017 Taylor, Kendall CVSD APES class Project Judging High School students Water issues 18 0 18

6/23/2017 Taylor SVT Environmental Science High School students Water reclamation 13 1 14
7/18/2017 Boese, Hess, Kendall WVSD Summer School K - 5th graders Water in Food 145 11 156
8/23/2017 Boese, Hess Girl Scouts Ages 8 & 9 Aquifer and stormwater 23 5 28
8/24/2017 Boese City of Spokane P&R Ages 8-11 Aquifer, waste/stormwater 12 2 14
9/8/2017 Boese, Hess, Taylor Spokane Interstate Fair Spokane Inter. Fair All ages 0 0 0

9/23/2017 Boese, CoSV ValleyFest ValleyFest All ages Aquifer and stormwater 100 40 140
10/9/2017 Taylor Excelsior Youth Center High School students Climate change, wastewater 12 2 14

10/11/2017 Boese, Hess HUB 360 North Pines, Bowdish, Summit studentsWater cycle and What should you flu 12 2 14
10/12/2017 Boese, Hess HUB 360 Evergreen, Greenacres students Water cycle and What should you flu 25 2 27
10/16/2017 Boese, Hess HUB 360 East Valley Middle School students Water cycle and What should you flu 7 1 8
10/27/2017 Boese South Pines Elementary SPACE 2nd graders Water Cycle and aquifer 17 4 21
11/9/2017 Boese, Hess HUB 360 Centennial, City School Middle School Water cycle and What should you flu 12 1 13

11/15/2017 Taylor, Boese FLL Gracious Professional Night Middle School Cleaning Wastewater 200 20 220
1,968 332 2,300



STORMWATER 
POLLUTION PREVENTION 

TRAINING



“ONLY RAIN IN THE DRAIN”
What!?!  Why?
As rain or snowmelt flows over the ground, 

it can pick up  and deposit debris, 
chemicals, dirt and other pollutants into a 
storm drain or waterbody.  Anything that 
enters a storm drain may discharge to 
water we use for swimming, fishing, and 
drinking. Drywall mortar

DebrisPaint

RV waste



“ONLY RAIN IN THE DRAIN”

So – what’s the big deal?
Pollutants in rainwater:

 Cost everyone money to clean up.
 Impact our future use of waterbodies and our way 

of life.
 Plug storm drain systems causing property flooding 

and damage.

SolventsExcessive Gravel

Diesel fuel spill cleanup

Plugging stormdrain



“ONLY RAIN IN THE DRAIN”
If you see these pollutants or anything other than 

water going into a storm drain… (continued on next slide)

 Home improvement waste (concrete, mortar)
 Yard waste (leaves, grass, mulch)
 Antifreeze/transmission fluid
 Excessive dirt and gravel
 Pesticides and fertilizers

 Construction debris
 Solvent/degreaser
 Cooking grease

 Pet waste
 Motor Oil
 Oil filters
 Detergent

 Paint
 Trash
 Fuel

Concrete waste

Chemicals

Excessive dirt

Automotive fluids



“ONLY RAIN IN THE DRAIN”

…Call Public Works… 
 Aaron Clary 720-5005
 Chad Phillips 720-5013
 Lorri Latiolais 720-5008

…and your Stormwater Staff will get to the 
bottom of it!  Thanks for your help!

Gasoline spill cleanup

Cooking Waste

Trash
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2017 2018 Difference Between
As As Proposed 2017 and 2018

Adopted Amendment Amended Budget $ %

CITY OF SPOKANE VALLEY, WA
2018 Budget

ENTERPRISE FUNDS  
#402 - STORMWATER FUND
RECURRING ACTIVITY
Revenues

Stormwater Management Fees 1,860,000 0 1,860,000 1,870,000 10,000 0.54%
Investment Interest 2,500 0 2,500 7,500 5,000 200.00%

   Total Recurring Revenues 1,862,500 0 1,862,500 1,877,500 15,000 0.81%

Expenditures
Wages / Benefits / Payroll Taxes 546,421 4,900 551,321 557,157 5,836 1.06%
Supplies 15,425 0 15,425 14,800 (625) (4.05%)
Services & Charges 1,111,076 0 1,111,076 1,140,982 29,906 2.69%
Intergovernmental Payments 50,000 0 50,000 35,000 (15,000) (30.00%)
Vehicle rentals - #501 12,750 0 12,750 12,750 0 0.00%
Transfers out - #001 13,400 0 13,400 13,400 0 0.00%

   Total Recurring Expenditures 1,749,072 4,900 1,753,972 1,774,089 20,117 1.15%

Recurring Revenues Over (Under)
Recurring Expenditures 113,428 (4,900) 108,528 103,411

NONRECURRING ACTIVITY
Revenues

Grant Proceeds 210,000 0 210,000 65,000 (145,000) (69.05%)

   Total Nonrecurring Revenues 210,000 0 210,000 65,000 (145,000) (69.05%)

Expenditures
Capital - various projects 450,000 0 450,000 450,000 0 0.00%
Effectiveness study 210,000 0 210,000 15,000 (195,000) (92.86%)
Watershed studies 50,000 0 50,000 60,000 10,000 20.00%

   Total Nonrecurring Expenditures 710,000 0 710,000 525,000 (185,000) (26.06%)

Nonrecurring Revenues Over (Under)
Nonrecurring Expenditures (500,000) 0 (500,000) (460,000)

Excess (Deficit) of Total Revenues
Over (Under) Total Expenditures (386,572) (4,900) (391,472) (356,589)

Beginning working capital 1,761,416 1,761,416 1,369,944
Ending working capital 1,374,844 1,369,944 1,013,355

Stormwater Fund Summary
Total revenues 2,072,500 0 2,072,500 1,942,500
Total expenditures 2,459,072 4,900 2,463,972 2,299,089
Excess (Deficit) of Total Revenues

Over (Under) Total Expenditures (386,572) (4,900) (391,472) (356,589)
Beginning unrestricted fund balance 1,761,416 1,761,416 1,369,944
Ending unrestricted fund balance 1,374,844 1,369,944 1,013,355

#403 - AQUIFER PROTECTION AREA
Revenues

Spokane County 460,000 0 460,000 460,000 0 0.00%

   Total revenues 460,000 0 460,000 460,000 0 0.00%

Expenditures
Capital - various projects 530,000 0 530,000 400,000 (130,000) (24.53%)

   Total expenditures 530,000 0 530,000 400,000 (130,000) (24.53%)

Revenues over (under) expenditures (70,000) (70,000) 60,000
Beginning working capital 950,725 950,725 880,725
Ending working capital 880,725 880,725 940,725
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STORMWATER UTILITY FUNDING 
 

The stormwater utility fee is based on the area of impervious surface* on each parcel.  The fee is 

higher for property with greater impervious surface areas since this property contributes more 

stormwater loading.  Although the fee is a cost to property owners, it is not a tax on the value of 

the property. 

 

All developed properties contribute to the City’s need to manage stormwater. All property owners, 

including churches and tax-exempt properties, share in the cost of the Utility.  Partial exemptions 

are given for low-income senior and disabled persons receiving relief under RCW 84.36.381. 

 

Single-family homes, duplexes and triplexes are charged a flat fee per unit per year, which is based 

on the calculated average of 3,160 square feet of impervious surfacing per unit. Other properties 

are charged based on the amount of impervious surface on the property. The annual stormwater 

fee is calculated as follows: 

 
    DESCRIPTION ANNUAL FEE 

 

 Single-family homes 

 Duplexes 

 Triplexes 

 Fourplexes 
 

 

$21 per unit 

 

 Commercial 

 Industrial 

 Business 

 Recreation Centers 

 Churches 
 

 

$21 per 3,160 square feet of 

impervious surface* 

 
* Impervious surface:  a hard surface area, which either prevents or retards the entry of water into 
the soil mantle as under natural conditions prior to development, and/or a hard surface area which 
causes water to run off the surface in greater quantities or at an increased rate of flow different than 
the natural conditions prior to development.  
 
Common examples of impervious surfaces include:  rooftops, walkways, patios, driveways, paved 
parking lots or storage areas, concrete or asphalt paving, gravel roads, packed earthen materials, 
and oiled surfaces which similarly impede the natural infiltration of stormwater. 

For further questions about the Stormwater Fee, contact us at 720-5000. 
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