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October 16, 2017  

The Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Barker Road/BNSF Grade Separation Project for the 2017 USDOT Grant Applications to INFRA and 
TIGER Programs 

Dear Secretary Chao: 
  
I am writing to express my support of the City of Spokane Valley’s 2017 INFRA and TIGER grant 
applications for the Barker Road/BNSF Grade Separation project. The crossing is a deficient component of 
an east-west rail corridor of commerce that supports the economic vitality of more than 38 million 
Americans across eight states. This is an innovative project that will help improve the efficiency of the rail 
movements along the corridor and serves to address environmental, noise, safety, and congestion issues 
impacting the region’s transportation network. I’d like to highlight some of the details of the project that 
are most significant to my organization: 
 

• The project significantly improves the gateway to the region's largest employment center with 
over 120 resident companies employing in excess of 4,500 people. (Spokane Industrial Park) 

• The Barker Road grade separation also has a significant benefit to trade facilitated by trucking. 
Barker Road serves as a primary arterial roadway directly connecting a State Highway (SR 290), 
at the project site, with Interstate 90 to the south. 

• According to WSDOT’s Washington State Rail Plan, almost 94 percent of Washington’s east-west 
bulk cargo rail traffic travels through this corridor. 

• The grade separation is an integral piece of the region’s long range transportation plan.  
 

I believe strongly in the future of Spokane Valley as a regional center for innovation. A new overpass and 
ancillary improvements at this intersection will be an important transportation facility for the Spokane 
region. To date nearly half of the necessary funds for this project have been secured. In order to help our 
community thrive, I urge you to provide the requested funding which will be crucial to the construction of 
the Barker Road/BNSF Grade Separation project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Todd Mielke, CEO 
Greater Spokane Incorporated 

801 W. Riverside | Suite 100 | Spokane WA 99201 
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Fax: 509.747.0077 
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