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In the coming years, the Appleway Trail Corridor will be 
transformed from an underutilized former rail corridor 
thanks to the addition of the Appleway Trail and enlivened 
by plazas, public art, perennial gardens, community 
gardens, plantings, trails and playspaces thanks to 
creative investment partnerships. The space will be a 
boundless community asset and a critical linkage in the 
Spokane region’s extensive active transportation network. 

Meandering along the corridor, the Appleway Trail 
forms the backbone of the space ferrying cyclists and 
pedestrians between schools, stores, senior living 
communities, transit hubs and residential neighborhoods. 
Along the way, cyclists and pedestrians pass friends, 
family and neighbors. The trail is not just transportation 
infrastructure; it is community infrastructure. 

Additions like lighting, carefully-sculpted landforms, 
benches and trash receptacles all support the community’s 
desires for a safe and accessible community asset offering 
opportunities for everyone. 

As the trail negotiates intersections, a series of crossing 
strategies are used to make the roadway crossings clear 
and safe for trail users and drivers alike.

If the trail is the corridor’s backbone, the program 
elements are its lifeblood. Plazas anchor either end of this 
phase of the trail—a large plaza at S University Road and 
a small plaza at S Evergreen Road—providing orientation 
and meeting points while offering the opportunity for 
future programming opportunities. As partnerships 
arise, locations along the corridor are planned for shared 
gardening space, particularly near multi-family housing. 

Interpretive spaces, signage, kiosks, playspaces and a 
mountain bike trials course provide additional layers of 
value, meaning and engagement for a variety of trail user 
groups. 

Nature, too, has its place along the trail. Between cross 
streets, the trail is surrounded by two types of plantings. 
The first, closer to the trail, are lower-growing flowering 
plants arranged in perpendicular rows, recalling the 
agricultural history of the space. Yet, beyond these 
cultivated furrows, the ecological past emerges as prairies 
and wild outcrops. Both of these plantings provide refuge 
for birds and butterflies that also call the corridor home. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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RECENT HISTORY

The Appleway Corridor has been the subject of numerous 
community meetings and discussions over the past 
several years. Past ideas under consideration included 
trail, rail and roadway extensions. The current proposal 
to develop the trail preserves the ability to accomodate 
these alternative uses should the need arise.  

While the long-term direction of the corridor remains 
undefined, the space has been slowly, subtly evolving. In 
some locations, there are encroachments into the public 
space. In other places, the corridor was used for stormwater 
management for adjacent roadway projects. Construction 
debris like concrete and stones were deposited in various 
locations along the trail: a phenomenon of which there 
is some evidence of today. Opportunistic vegetation, 
including a small habitat island of native trees, grows on 
unkempt mounds inviting in smiling children and singing 
birds, as well as some undesirable uses.  

With this under-utilized corridor lying in the heart of 
their community, the City of Spokane Valley began a 
conversation with Spokane County, which owns the 
corridor. The County agreed that the corridor could 
provide an asset to the community by converting it into a 
multiuse trail.

Thus the corridor will become a critical link in their regional 
transportation network but it could also, through a series 
of program interventions, become a powerful asset for the 
surrounding neighborhoods. 

With this, the City embarked on a corridor planning and 
trail design process. The Conceptual Corridor Plan is 
represented in this document; trail design and engineering 
continues. 

APPLEWAY TRAIL 
CORRIDOR STATS:
 - Length: 2 miles 

 - Area: 25 acres

 - Width: 60’ to 100’
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PROCESS IMAGES
The products from the 

public open house 

included an opportunity 

map (left) that the 

community was invited to 

mark up with their insights 

and concerns. These 

comments were compiled 

into areas where the public 

were in agreement (top 

right and center) and areas 

where the public was less 

cohesive in its feedback 

(bottom right). 
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PROCESS

The Appleway Trail Corridor Conceptual Design was 
developed over a series of meetings with community 
members and City of Spokane Valley staff members. The 
process sought to engage a broad swath of Spokane 
Valley’s residents in the development of a preferred 
framework plan for the corridor. 

INITIAL PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

On March 11, 2013 a well-attended open house was 
hosted at Spokane Valley’s City Hall. The open house 
lasted from 4-7 PM with dozens of citizens in attendance. 
The meeting was conducted in an open house format with 
two orientations presentations—one at 4:15 and the other 
at 6PM. The open house was arranged as three stations:

Project Overview: explaining the goals of the project, 
timeline and providing precedent images.

Opportunities Mapping: providing residents with the 
chance to provide input on the opportunities that exist 
along the corridor (see facing page).

Program Desires: asking respondents for their 
preferences regarding which program elements might 
be the most appropriate for the corridor.

The public feedback regarding opportunities along the 
corridor were synthesized into areas of broad public 
agreement and areas of divergent public opinion.

The public feedback regarding preferred program 
elements was tallied to give a broad understanding of 
the community’s desires for program elements along the 
corridor.

CITY STAFF CHARETTE

The following day, the design team presented city staff 
with the compiled results of the public feedback. The staff 
diverged from the public in the following areas:

Trail-Street Crossings: some members of the public 
advocated for grade-separated crossings at Pines and 

The public open house 

also provided insights on 

the types of programs 

residents wanted to see 

in the corridor. These are 

ranked above.

PROJECT GOALS

Create a safe, shared-use path that is accessible to 
pedestrians and cyclists.

Provide safe street crossings where the trail meets 
a road.

Invite a diverse set of users to the Appleway Trail by 
creating a variety of park programs. 
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Evergreen due to perceived high-traffic volumes. Staff 
felt that the proposed, at-grade crossing approaches 
adequately mitigated for traffic volumes, pointing to 
other examples in the region where similar strategies 
were deployed, and noted that since the trail may be 
an interim facility, investing large sums to create grade 
separated overpasses may not be the most prudent 
expenditure. 

Undergrounding of powerlines: though everyone 
agreed this would improve the aesthetics, the expense 
of this strategy made it cost prohibitive. 

Dog park: staff were concerned about the 
appropriateness of a dog park along the corridor 
given the spatial constraints. Staff will look for other 
opportunites to create a dog park near the corridor. 

The design team also presented city staff with the program 
ranking results. As each element was reviewed, city staff 
provided feedback and concerns regarding the long-
term feasibility of making the various program elements 
successful financially, operationally and programmatically. 
This process narrowed the program elements to a core list 
that not only helped make the Appleway Corridor a great 
place, but also manageable, affordable and safe. 

Collaborating with the design team, City staff helped 
assign program opportunities to specific areas along the 
corridor, providing a basic programmatic framework that 
you will see presented in the next section.

PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN 
PRESENTATION

On March 27, 2013 this preliminary layout was presented 
as part of the Parks & Recreation Open House. Feedback 
was gathered from members of the public and compiled 
into a feedback form. This feedback, along with City of 
Spokane Valley comments, helped evolve the plan.

DEVELOPING THE VOCABULARY

While the large-scale programming progressed, the 
design team began exploring how the visual language 
of the corridor might look and feel. The only “given” was 
that there would be a 12’ wide trail, but what about all 
of the space around it? Would the trail be curvilinear or 
straight? If there were plantings, what would they look 
like? Flowering or bunch grasses; irrigated or not? Would 
there be trees? These critical explorations led to the 
proposed Conceptual Design Framework you see on the 
following pages. 

Preliminary layout 

presented at the the 

March 27th PROS Plan 

Meeting.   
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Each of the options provided as a sketch to the left  is a 
typical plan view of the trail (curving thick line) coming to 
a roadway on the right of the image. The intent of these 
explorations was to begin to develop a design vocabulary 
for the trail corridor.

Option 1: 

dark vertical lines represent gabion walls 

a grove of trees creates shade near the roadway, 
recalling the valley’s agricultural past

used at each intersection, the gabion walls and 
the grove cue trail riders into the fact that they are 
approaching a road 

rows of perennials--lower near the trail, taller farther 
from it--recall the agrarian past

the area of lower perennials would also serve as a 
stormwater facility

Option 2

one gabion wall and a grove cues visitors into the 
approaching road, with a open plaza

rows of perennials cross the entire corridor

a secondary, cross-corridor path system replaces 
existing desire paths

“wild” habitat islands provide an opportunity for 
engagement with the natural world

Option 3

gabion walls again cue trail users to approaching 
roadways

desire paths perpendicular to the corridor break up 
the space into smaller fields of flowers

these fields can be redesigned and repurposed for 
other uses over time
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A typical trail section.
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CONCEPTUAL DESIGN FRAMEWORK

In the coming years, the Appleway Corridor you see today 
will be unrecognizable. Residents from the surrounding 
neighborhoods will fill the space, mixing and talking to 
bike commuters on their way to Spokane or Liberty Lake. 

MINING THE HISTORY OF PLACE

The trails’ design idiom will be profoundly informed by the 
valley’s history: its ecological legacy and the farm heritage 
of the valley. Centuries-old agricultural forms will be used 
and reinterpreted with a modern twist. Native ecologies 
will help people and plants feel grounded, and mounded 
vegetative outcrops recall remnant “habitat islands”, 
spared from the scouring ice age floods and thickly 
planted with trees and shrubs.

Swallows will swoop across the trail, providing intimate 
connections to the natural world. A winding trail will 
weave between shallow divots and sculpted hummocks 
blanketed in native prairie plantings.  

As trail users approach intersections, a low gabion 
wall—a reinterpretation of the classic, dry-stacked 
fieldstone path—will alert them to approaching roads. At 
key intersections, formal groves will provide shaded relief 
for riders and a welcome respite for walkers. These trees 

are an echo of the apple orchards that are the corridor’s 
namesake, connecting the past with the present.

PROGRAM DIVERSITY IN THE CORRIDOR

The Appleway Trail will be a regional transportation 
facility, but the Appleway Corridor will be both a regional 
and a neighborhood destination with a rich diversity of 
programs inviting residents and visitors of all ages and 
abilities to interact, relax, enjoy and watch.

Aside from the trail, program uses such as plazas, 
restrooms, seating areas, a mountain bike trials course, 
play environments, interpretive signage, public art, lighting 
and exercise stations will help fill the space with users 
throughout the year.

WHO IS THIS TRAIL FOR?

The trail will be for non-motorized users (with the 
exception of motorized scooters and wheelchairs 
needed for universal accessibility).  Cyclists, pedestrians, 
skateboarders and rollerbladers are welcome on the trail.  
Occassionally, service vehicles will use the trail to access 
utliities within the corridor. 

An existing dry stack stone 

wall in Spokane Valley (top) 

and an example of the 

type of gabion benches 

along the trail corridor. 
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BLOCK BY BLOCK DESCRIPTION

Let’s take a walk along the trail from west to east – 
University to Evergreen – to help understand how the trail 
might look in the coming years.

UNIVERSITY TO BOWDISH

A cyclist travelling east on the Appleway bike lane or a 
pedestrian disembarking at the transit center, will cross to 
a pedestrian island in the middle of Appleway Boulevard. 
This refuge will be the launch pad for entering the 
Appleway Corridor allowing pedestrians and bikes to use 
a new crosswalk while cars are turning left and right at the 
University Road tee intersection. 

For trail users approaching by car, three strategies are 
being explored by the City: collocating parking with 
adjacent businesses, or purchasing nearby undeveloped 
property. 

Once across University, trail users will enter the most 
significant space of the entire corridor, the University Plaza 
(see rendering on next pages). With restrooms, public art, 
a formal grove of flowering trees, seating elements and 
interpretive/wayfinding signage, the plaza is a place for 
people to rest, regroup and reorient. It is where groups can 

meet up and enjoy a snack and where occasional larger 
gatherings—group rides or festivals—might establish a 
base. 

On its western border, a low gabion seating wall will frame 
the plaza, separating the paved surface of the plaza from 
the planted corridor. From a mobility perspective, it will also 
establish an important visual/spatial cue for riders along 
the trail; it will mark the transition from a predominantly 
transportation–oriented space to a shared space where 
cyclist will need to interact with pedestrians, drivers and 
other user groups.

Passing out of the plaza, trail users will find themselves in a 
gently contoured prairie landscape with rows of perennial 
wildflowers in furrows running perpendicular to the trail 
and a prairie landscape surrounding them. In strategic 
locations the trail will bend around taller mounds which 
will rise up to provide habitat islands where birds and 
butterflies can find refuge, preserving the opportunity to 
engage nature in the corridor. Pedestrian-scaled lighting 
will provide a safe nighttime environment along the entire 
corridor. 

Gravel access pathways will serve as pedestrian points 
of access on the north and south sides of the trail. As 
the corridor evolves over time, this secondary circulation 

APPLEWAY

STA TRANSIT CENTER
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N
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D

POTENTIAL COMMUNITY GARDENUNIVERSITY PLAZA

“Remnant” orchards will 

recall the agricultural roots 

of the valley’s economy, 

providing a quiet refuge 

from the busy streets. 



Appleway Trail: Conceptual Design Report 
May 2013          

|  9

system will become a frame for repurposing tracts of land 
for new program uses. For  example, between University 
and Bowdish, a community garden could be specifically 
located on the south side of the trail near the existing 
multi-family housing as resources and partnerships 
present themselves. 

The edges of the trail currently present several interesting 
opportunities. Many of the north-side buildings have 
large, blank façades that do not particularly enhance the 
corridor experience. Over the long-term, owners should 
be encouraged to create more welcoming and inviting 
façades that will enliven the trail with people and activities, 
but in the near-term, using color, lighting, projections or 
murals could provide a low-cost, high-impact interest.

Currently, the south side of the corridor is often dominated 
by fencing: useful for privacy screening, but perhaps not 
the most aesthetic treatment. In addition to mounding and 
screening vegetation, a low-cost, high-impact win for this 
southern edge could come from encourage residents to 
create standardized bird houses—painted and decorated 
in interesting styles—that would create both visual unity 
through formal repetition and diversity through treatment 
along the corridor edge. Where fences are present now, 
birdhouses could be mounted to the fence posts; when 

a fence is not present, pole mounted birdhouses could 
be placed along the property line, establishing a clear 
ownership boundary. 

With more users along the trial corridor, access control 
along the south edge will continue to be a concern. Using 
private-property access control measures (e.g. a gate that 
locks from the inside, but requires a key from the outside), 
the trail will continue to be an amenity for adjacent land 
owners. 

As trail users begin to approach Bowdish, the low gabion 
seating wall will reemerge, marking the end of the prairie 
and opening up sightlines to the street. Between the 
gabion wall and the street, a low, perennial garden—where 
trail users can stop to smell or even pick the flowers—
brings a splash of color and interest to the corridor. These 
gardens could be stewarded by community volunteers. 
The pattern of low walls and gardens at the intersections 
repeats at each block until the trail reaches Evergreen. A 
crosswalk with traffic islands and a flashing beacon invites 
you across Bowdish.

Different styles of murals 

could provide visitors 

with a “rolling gallery” as 

they moved down the 

Appleway Corridor. 

S
 B

O
W

D
IS

H
 R

D

HABITAT ISLAND, TYP

PRAIRIE, TYP

WILDFLOWERS, TYP

TRAIL

GABION WALLS, TYP 

PERENNIAL GARDENS, TYP

See pages 12 + 13 
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Looking west toward 

Appleway Boulevard 

as the trail will enter 

University Plaza.

10  
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PINES TO MCDONALD IMAGE

S
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D

PRAIRIE, TYP

WILDFLOWERS, TYP

TRAIL

HABITAT ISLAND, TYP

BOWDISH TO PINES

A rectangular rapid 

flashing beacon (RRFB) 

(above) and example of 

moiuntain bike trials and 

skills courses scaled to 

teens (right, image by 

Steve Bennett) and young 

kids (left, image by Dakota 

County Parks). 

See pages 8 + 9 

ecological and agricultural history of the corridor as well 
as how the trail design reflects those histories.

This area will play host to a variety of activities that will 
attract and engage all ages and abilities of trail user. A 
natural playscape will engage younger children, older kids 
and teens will enjoy testing their skills in the mountain 
bike trials course and adults and seniors will enjoy a bit of 
exercise at a collection of exercise stations.

The corridor segment between Bowdish and Pines will 
be one of the more programmatically complex of the 
Appleway alignment. The same pattern (perennial garden 
to gabion wall to prairie to gabion wall to perennial garden) 
will repeat, but two low-volume streets—Union Road and 
Robie Road—break up the space creating interesting 
programmatic opportunities. 

The Robie/Appleway junction offers several fascinating 
opportunities due to the very mild traffic volumes and its 
proximity to the Spokane Valley Heritage Museum, which 
lies directly to the north. This dialogue could be expressed 
with wayfinding. Interpretive signs could reveal a bit of the 
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MCDONALD TO EVERGREEN IMAGE
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EXERCISE STATION CLUSTER

MOUNTAIN BIKE TRIALS COURSE

PERENNIAL GARDENS, TYP

NATURAL PLAYSCAPE

INTERSECTION TREATMENT LEGEND

See pages 16 + 17 

Examples of some of the 

plants in the perennial 

gardens that will be used 

to bring interest to the 

street crossings (left). See 

additional plant possibilities 

on pages 20 + 21. An 

example of the type of bird 

house that could be used 

to create interest along 

the trail. (right). Image via 

modernbirdhouses.com.

N
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Commuting cyclists 

and pedestrians pass 

the mountain bike trials 

course, exercise station 

and benches along the trail 

between Robie and Union.

14  
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PINES TO MCDONALD

This section of the corridor will offer a quiet contrast with 
the intensity of programming between Union and Pines. 
Near McDonald, there will be an opportunity to reconfigure 
the existing oversize swale in order to accomodate the 
trail.
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INTERSECTION TREATMENT LEGEND

A new HAWK signal (via 

Ada County, Idaho)

See pages 12 + 13
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One of the existing 

drainage swales and a 

schematic sketch of a 

retrofit trail section. 

See pages 18 + 19
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MCDONALD TO EVERGREEN

After passing east of McDonald, the trail will cross Blake 
Road. Between Blake and Evergreen, another stormwater 
management facility will need to be reconfigured to make 
accommodations for the trail. 

The current proposed terminus at Evergreen will have a 
modestly-scaled plaza that complements the larger space 
at University. It will have with informational and interpretive/
wayfinding kiosks, seating and trash receptacles. 

In the future, trail users will be able to continue east of 
Evergreen to Liberty Lake. 

S
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PERENNIAL 

Existing garden boxes 

near Evergreen.

SEE PAGES 16 & 17 
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Fringed sage

Douglas 

hawthorne

Rocky Mountain 

maple

Serviceberry Larch

Nookta rose Pacific ninebarkRed-twig 

dogwood

Shrubby 

cinquefoil

Wyeth 

buckwheat

PLANT COMMUNITIES

On the following pages, example plant communities are 
shown that could be used within the corridor. Native 
plantings will form the backbone of the prairie and habitat 
island ecologies, while cultivated, low-water use plantings 
will create accent plantings at intersections. (These are 
not intended to be comprehensive lists.) 

Ponderosa pine
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Oregon iris

Sedum 

‘AutumThen 

Little spire 

Russian sage

Silver lupine

Agastache 

apricot sprite

Caradonna 

meadow sage

Blue oat grass Feather reed 

grass

Blue fescue Goblin blanket 

flower

Little business 

dwarf daylily

Moonshine 

yarrow

Stella d’oro Tufted-hair grass Munstead 

lavender

Russian sage Firecracker 

penstemon

H
A

R
D

Y
 P

E
R

E
N

N
IA

LS
 +

 G
R

A
S

S
E

S
N

AT
IV

E
 P

R
A

IR
IE

 
P

LA
N

TI
N

G
S

Arrowleaf 

balsamroot

Wooly sunflower Sticky geranium KinnickinnickCommon yarrow Wild blue flax
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PHASE ONE: RAKE

EXISTING

PHASE TWO: PLACE

PHASE THREE: PLOW

PHASE FOUR: BUILD

PHASE FIVE: SOW
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IMPLEMENTATION APPROACH

Implementing the Appleway Corridor Conceptual Master 
Plan will take time. The corridor will need a strategic, phased 
implementation approach to demonstrate continuous 
evolution and enhancement without precluding future 
design improvements. 

PHASE ONE: RAKE

Like a farmer readying the field, the first task for the 
Appleway Corridor is to sort, leaving the primary medium—
the soil—ready for manipulation. 

The corridor has numerous resources placed haphazardly 
within it, giving it a disorderly appearance. Collecting and 
organizing the debris within the corridor will help give it a 
more orderly, cared-for appearance. 

Though placed willy-nilly, the concrete and stone debris 
is an important resource that can be redeployed during 
future phases along the corridor’s development.  

PHASE TWO: PLACE

Based on the Conceptual Master Plan, we can place 
underground infrastructure in the corridor that will support 
future programming. Water lines, conduits,  electrical stub-

outs: each of these planned elements will be addressed 
and constructed in anticipation of future implementation.  

PHASE THREE: PLOW

With the overlying debris removed and underlying 
infrastructure in place, significant earth moving can begin. 
For the Appleway Corridor, this will consist of both subtle 
and dramatic sculpting of mounds and depressions in 
ways that give order and rhythm to the trail. Fat areas 
for community gardens and hillocks for playspaces and 
mountain biking can be rough graded at this stage.

PHASE FOUR: BUILD

With the debris removed, a gravel bed can be traced into 
the corridor and the asphalt trail itself built.  Crossing 
treatments can be installed. These are critical steps, 
providing access and enticement to use the corridor.

PHASE FIVE: SOW

As resources and opportunities present themselves, 
individual program elements—plazas, community gardens, 
enhanced plantings, playspaces—can be advanced from 
plan to concept enriching the corridor for all of its users. 
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ENGINEERING COST ESTIMATES

On the following pages are planning level cost estimates 
for the Appleway Corridor Concept Plan. These estimates 
are based upon 2013 costs.  
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TRAIL AND CROSSINGS

The trail and crossings include installing all gravel beds, conducting necessary, minimal regrading, installing conduits, 
installing crossing elements--signals, pedestrian islands, markings. Alternate items include installing gabions and 
landscaping at intersections, lighting, interpretive signage and other site furnishings and birdhouses. 

Trail and Crossings .................................................................................................. $1,859,000

Alternate A: Gabion Walls and Landscaping ........................................................... $1,179,000

Alternate B: Trail Lighting ........................................................................................ $475,000

Alternate C: Interpretive Signage/Benches/Bike Racks .......................................... $49,000

Alternate D: Birdhouses .......................................................................................... $1,000
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UNIVERSITY PLAZA
The University Plaza is an important welcoming space for the entire corridor. The base costs include specialty paving, 
benches, trash receptacles, kiosks and plantings. Alternates include adding restrooms, public art and a water feature. 

University Plaza ....................................................................................................... $232,000

Alternate A: Restroom ............................................................................................. $260,000

Alternate A: Public Art ............................................................................................. $26,000

Alternate A: Water Feature ...................................................................................... $65,000

A gabion wall with seat 

bench. 
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EVERGREEN PLAZA

The Evergreen Plaza is a smaller-scale version of the University Plaza, which serves to anchor the eastern edge of the 
trail. The base costs include specialty paving, benches, trash receptacles, kiosks, public art and plantings. 

Evergreen Plaza ....................................................................................................... $84,000
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NATURAL PLAY AREA
The natural play area consists of natural materials arranged to create playable spaces for kids to explore. Sculpted 
berms, logs, loose parts like stones and twigs and other elements will invite kids to explore in a safe environment. 

Natural Play Area ..................................................................................................... $80,000

Examples of natural play 

areas from around the 

world.
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EXERCISE STATIONS

Dotted along the corridor, a series of exercise stations provide adults, seniors and teens with the opportunity to improve 
their health while activating the corridor. The cost includes stations and concrete foundations. 

Exercise Stations ..................................................................................................... $54,000

Examples of exercise 

stations adjacent to trails 
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MOUNTAIN BIKE TRIALS COURSE
Jumps, tabletops, banked turns and other trail elements define the trials course. Sculpting landforms and planting new 
trees are the primary costs. 

Mountain Bike Trials Course .................................................................................... $54,000

Examples of mountain 

bike trials courses. Image 

on left by Just Mommying 

Around
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CONCLUSION

Over time, the Appleway Corridor will be a treasured asset 
for the Spokane Valley community. Through leveraged 
investments, strategic community partnerships and—
most importantly—strong public support, the corridor will 
continue to grow both as a regional active transportation 
corridor and neighborhood destination. 

This document provides a compelling design framework 
to guide future development within the corridor. As the 
corridor is developed, informed by the past’s agricultural 
forms, patterns and ecological outcrops, its value to 
the community will only grow. Ultimately, the Appleway 
Corridor will be a place for the community, defined by the 
community for generations to come. 
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