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City Council & Administration
Your Spokane Valley mayor and 
councilmembers value the opportunity to 
hear from you directly, and want you to know 
they are just an email or phone call away 
when you need to discuss city government or 
legislation. To email the entire council, send 
to: citycouncil@spokanevalley.org

POSITION 1

Rod Higgins, deputy mayor

rhiggins@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5066

CITY HALL 
(GENERAL INFORMATION)

10210 E. Sprague Avenue
509.720.5000
509.720.5075 Fax 
cityhall@spokanevalley.org
spokanevalley.org

WASTE MANAGEMENT 
TRANSFER STATION

Spokane Valley University 
Road Transfer Station
2405 N. University Road
509.924.5678
spokanevalley.org/solidwaste

POSITION 2

Brandi Peetz
bpeetz@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5064

POSITION 3

Arne Woodard
awoodard@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5062

POSITION 5

Pam Haley, mayor

phaley@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5060

POSITION 4

Ben Wick
bwick@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5065

POSITION 7

Laura Padden
lpadden@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5061

POSITION 6

Tim Hattenburg
thattenburg@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5063

City of Spokane Valley administration are committed to providing 
excellent customer service. They want to hear from you any time you 
have questions, comments or concerns regarding legislative policy or 
city operations and services. 

John Hohman 
city manager

jhohman@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5300

•  Erik Lamb
deputy city manager

elamb@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5100

•  Chelsie Taylor
finance director

ctaylor@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5040

•  John Bottelli 
parks and recreation director

jbottelli@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5400

•  Cary Driskell
city attorney

cdriskell@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5150

•  Chris Bainbridge
city clerk

cbainbridge@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5102

•  Bill Helbig
community & public works director

bhelbig@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5320

•  Mike Basinger
economic development director

mbasinger@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5331

•  John Whitehead
human resources director

jwhitehead@spokanevalley.org
509.720.5111

•  Dave Ellis
police chief

dellis@spokanevalley.org
509.477.3300

http://spokanevalley.org
http://spokanevalley.org/solidwaste
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Amid the holiday season, when spending time with 
family and friends is top of mind, I’d like to wish you 
peace, good health and happiness on behalf of the 
Spokane Valley City Council and staff.

Improving quality of life for you and your family is a 
priority for our council. A big highlight of this year was 
the city being awarded about $33 million in federal and 
state dollars for the Pines Road/BNSF Railway Grade 
Separation Project. In total, the City of Spokane Valley 
was allocated more than $21.7 million in federal RAISE 
grant funds; $6 million in federal funds from the Spokane 
Regional Transportation Council; and a $5 million state 
grant (pending final approval) to construct and improve 
the Pines Road railway crossing. This project will reduce 
long wait times so you can spend less time on the road 
and have more time for you and your family. It will also 
improve freight mobility as well as pedestrian, bicycle 
and vehicle safety. Thank you to our federal and state 
delegations for their strong support of this project!

Speaking of safety, Spokane Valley also received 
two grants from the Washington State Department of 
Transportation that will: 

• Pay for new sidewalks on the east side of 
South Bowdish Road from 12th to 22nd 
Avenues with crosswalk, signage, ADA 
ramp and bicycle lane improvements.

• Install a new pedestrian beacon crossing 
connecting City Hall to the south with Balfour 
Park, the new Spokane County Library, and 
an existing transit stop to the north. 

Both projects are expected to be constructed in 2024.
The city had planned an expansion at Balfour Park 

this past summer, but due to unfavorable bids, the 
project was delayed and will be rebid in 2023. You can 
find more information about this exciting project at  
spokanevalley.org/balfourpark.

Recently, the city contracted with a firm to help us 
move forward in using federal Coronavirus State and 
Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (CLFR Funds) to address 
several community needs. So far, the council has 
committed to using CLFR funds for several uses including 
but not limited to law enforcement assistance such as 
the Regional Safe Streets Task Force; behavioral health 
and homeless services; sewer system improvements; and 
Launch NW that will help students and their families. 
The city has two more years to allocate the funds and 
must use them by the end of 2026. Stay tuned for more 
information in 2023 on the availability of these funds.

To keep more dollars for your family’s budget, the 
city tries to operate with conservative staffing levels 
as much as possible. In fact, Spokane Valley has the 
lowest number of employees per capita than any other 
city in the state with more than 50,000 residents. 
Utilizing contracted assistance helps us ramp up when 
times are busy and maintain basic staffing when there 
is not as much activity or a downturn in the economy. 
Additionally, regional partnerships allow us to share costs 

By Mayor Pam Haley
phaley@spokanevalley.org 

MAYOR’S CORNER “
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The city is working hard to leverage grant opportunities, 
      utilize partnerships and maintain fiscal responsibility to 
  make life more manageable for you and your family.”

and resources with other entities to be good stewards of 
the public’s funds.

The council recently completed its yearly budget 
process. It’s important to know that the city collects only 
9% or 9 cents on the dollar of your total property tax bill 
that is paid to Spokane County. The remainder goes to 
the school districts and state school fund, fire and library 

districts and Spokane County. (See the graph above.) 
In conclusion, the city is working hard to leverage 

grant opportunities, utilize partnerships and maintain 
fiscal responsibility to make life more manageable for 
you and your family. Thank you for making Spokane 
Valley a great place to be and I wish everyone a happy 
and prosperous New Year!

Spokane County
9%

City of
Spokane Valley

9%

Spokane Valley Fire
District No. 01

23%

Spokane County Library District
4%

State School
23%

Central Valley School 
District Voted

32%

Property Tax 
Distribution



City Council approves
2023 Budget
City Council adopted a 2023 city general fund budget of about $53 
million in continuing expenditures on November 8 after a lengthy 
planning process that included numerous meetings and three public 
hearings. The 2023 budget is 5.9% greater than the amended 2022 
budget of $50.1 million.

The city has a history of responsible fiscal management that 
ensures sustained financial stability with strong reserves and well-
managed operations. The city continues to provide key services to 
residents while minimizing taxes, fees and other charges. There will 
be no increase in property taxes or the city's sales tax rates in 2023.

The city seeks to utilize grant opportunities to leverage city 
funds, maintain basic service levels with minimal resources, and 
minimize personnel costs by contracting when it makes financial 
and operational sense. Plans for preparing the annual budget begin 
in June. The city’s chief budget priorities in 2023 are public safety, 
pavement preservation, transportation and infrastructure, and 
economic development.

The city’s budget is built to maintain a positive fund balance 
that provides for cash flow without costly borrowing. This past year 
has been challenging nationally with record inflation; dramatically 
increased energy and food prices; a war in Ukraine that has further 
disrupted supply chains already stressed from the COVID-19 
pandemic; and uncertainty about where the economy is headed. The 
city is well prepared to weather these challenges thanks to realistic 
revenue projections, controlled spending, limited growth of city 
programs, and adherence to key fiscal policies.

2023 BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

• The largest sources of general fund 
revenues for the 2023 budget are sales 
taxes (61%) and property taxes (24%). Sales 
taxes are estimated to be $30.6 million, up 
1.9% from the amended 2022 estimate. 

• The largest general fund expenditures 
for the 2023 budget are public safety 
(58%), general government (14%) and 
community and public works costs (10%).

• Public safety costs, including law 
enforcement, courts, prosecution, 
public defense and jail related services, 
of $34.2 million represent 58% of the 
budget. This reflects a 7% increase from 
amended 2022 public safety costs. The 
city will conduct a law enforcement 
staffing needs assessment in 2023.

• The budget includes $30 million for capital 
expenditures that the city anticipates 
will be in-part offset with $13 million 
in grant revenues. This means about 
44% of capital project costs will be 
financed with state and federal dollars.

• The budget appropriates $7.8 million 
for pavement preservation projects and 
about $13 million for street construction 
and reconstruction projects. 

• The city’s full-time equivalent employee 
(FTE) count will be 105 employees, 
an increase by 2 FTE in 2023.

• Budget challenges in 2023 include declining 
revenues in the Street Fund, balancing 
the cost of pavement preservation against 
other transportation and infrastructure 
needs, and funding high-cost projects such 
as railroad grade separation projects.

City of Spokane Valley, WA
2023 General Fund Expenditures

Community &
Public Works

9%

Operations & 
Administrative

5% Council & Executive
4%

General Government
14%

Economic Development
3%

Parks & Recreation
6%

Public Safety
58%

Facilities
1%
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This fall, the City Council has been working on state and 
federal legislative agendas as part of their annual process 
to monitor current and emerging legislation on state and 
federal levels. 

Working together strengthens our community by 
addressing needs that the city may not be able to 
tackle on its own. Coalitions of community partners 
such as elected officials, intergovernmental partners, 
governmental consultants and other agencies (such as 
transit, transportation and utilities to name a few) are 
key to achieving successful outcomes. 

Some of you may wonder: “What is a legislative 
agenda and why is it needed?” A legislative agenda 
is a document that includes policy statements either 
supporting or asking for changes to current or emerging 
legislation and sometimes it includes funding requests 
for projects. Publicly announcing the city’s priorities 
helps create transparency and builds trust in local 
government.

The city’s state agenda addresses state law that is 
either proposed or already adopted as well as potential 
funding requests for consideration by the Legislature. 

07

Legislative efforts
produce community wins

The federal agenda is similar yet directed to our federal 
delegation. 

The City of Spokane Valley is happy to report that 
due to the efforts of our state, federal and community 
partners, we were successful in funding several major 
projects this year. To date this year, over $39 million has 
been awarded to the City of Spokane Valley for eight 
different road, sidewalk and traffic safety projects! 

These funding awards would not be possible 
without the assistance of our 4th Legislative District 
Representatives Rob Chase and Bob McCaslin, as well 
as Senator Mike Padden, U.S. Representative Cathy 
McMorris-Rodgers, and U.S. Senators Maria Cantwell 
and Patty Murray. Their efforts were instrumental in 
our city’s success to fund projects that make a positive 
difference in our community!

On the horizon, the city’s 2023 State Legislative 
Agenda will likely ask for support for public safety, 
housing, and steps to allow cities to better manage 
growth. As this article is prepared, the City Council is 
discussing legislative priorities for next year. To learn 
more about them, visit spokanevalley.org.

http://spokanevalley.org
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City dedicates Dragonflies 
as a new public sculpture

09

The city recently welcomed a donation of new public art. Titled Dragonflies, 
the sculpture was commissioned and donated by Alvin J. Fritz Wolff Jr. and 
his family. The artists are Spokane residents Bill and Karma Simmons. 

The art piece features two dancing dragonflies suspended in midair. The 
Simmons have several pieces of industrial public art in the Spokane/Coeur 
d’Alene region. You can view more of their public art at 2simmons.com. 

Dragonflies joins 14 other sculptures donated to the city in past years by 
the Spokane Valley Arts Council. Eight sculptures are currently on display 
and accessible for viewing at three locations – City Hall, CenterPlace 
Regional Event Center and Mirabeau Point Park. The remaining sculptures 
are committed to future installations at Balfour Park, Appleway Trailhead 
at University Road, Pines Cemetery and the Idaho Central Spokane Valley 
Performing Arts Center.

Dragonflies is located near the Centennial trailhead at Old Mission Avenue, 
which is accessible from Mission Parkway just east of Sullivan Road. There is 
a parking area near the sculpture for anyone who wishes to view the art and 
enjoy the trail.

The public is also encouraged to view and 
enjoy these sculptures, donated to the city by 
the Spokane Valley Arts Council: 

If I Could But Fly
Artists: Bob and Jo Wilfong
Location: West Lawn Plaza, CenterPlace 
Regional Event Center

Working the Line
Artist: Jerry McKellar
Location: Mirabeau Point Park

Rock Star
Artists: Bob and Jo Wilfong
Location: West Lawn Plaza, CenterPlace 
Regional Event Center

Coup Ponies
Artist: Jerry McKellar
Location: City Hall

Dance of the Sun and Moon
Artist: Jerry McKellar
Location: Mirabeau Point Park

4

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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The City of Spokane Valley has 
established a city-wide Tourism 
Promotion Area (TPA). In recent 
years, the city has participated in 
the Spokane County Regional TPA. 
City Council withdrew from the 
regional TPA earlier this year, with 
an effective date of Dec. 31.

A TPA differs from the city’s 
3.3% lodging tax. A lodging tax is 
collected as a sales tax and paid 
by the customer at the time of the 
transaction. Lodging tax revenues 
must be used for eligible tourism 
promotion activities or tourism-
related facilities.

A TPA assesses a per room, 
per night flat fee. TPA-generated 
fees can fund activities and 
expenditures that promote tourism 
and convention business, but not 
facilities.

The regional Spokane TPA 
assessed a $4 per room night fee 
and generated approximately $2.5 

Spokane Valley's retail offerings are 
often cited as a tourism asset that 
draws visitors to the city and spurs 
additional economic spending.

GROWING
LOCAL

to $3 million annually in revenue. 
Spokane County commissioners 
were responsible for dispersing 
the TPA revenues to tourism-
related organizations and events 
in the area. Regional TPA revenue 
attributable to Spokane Valley 
hotels in 2021 was about $730,000.

In late spring of this year, 
city officials and Spokane Valley 
hoteliers began discussions 
regarding the establishment of 
a city-wide TPA. Through these 
discussions, hoteliers collaboratively 
established a petition and collected 
the necessary signatures to 
establish the city-wide TPA. City 
Council approved a resolution and 
ordinance in September. The state 
has approved the Spokane Valley 
TPA and will begin collecting fees 
Jan. 1, 2023. The city-wide TPA will 
also assess a $4 per room night fee. 

There are numerous benefits 
to having a city-wide TPA, such 

as increased local control and 
the ability for the city to focus 
TPA revenues on programs and 
strategies that steer visitors to the 
valley.

The city will need to establish 
a TPA Hotel/Motel Commission 
of five hoteliers after Jan. 1. The 
commission will work to develop 
a business/marketing plan that 
identifies strategies and goals for 
tourism promotion. The plan must 
be presented to Council by Sept. 
30, 2023. 

In support of the new TPA, the 
city is updating its 2016-17 Tourism 
Study to identify and prioritize 
development of tourism assets that 
could draw more visitors to the 
city in future years. The updated 
study should be completed in spring 
2023.

TOURISM
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Preparing for winter’s challenges
PLOWING
When snow begins falling, the city’s crews spring into action. 

Our primary routes—which include main arterials, critical 
intersections and hillsides—are plowed whenever snow 
accumulates. You can track the progress of the plows on our 
website at spokanevalley.org/snowinfo. When possible, the 
main plowing of snow takes place overnight as the safest time 
for both citizens and the plow driver given less traffic on the 
roads. In addition, the faster that roadways are cleared, the 
less likely snow will become a layer of ice.

Residential streets are considered for plowing when traffic 
flow is significantly reduced. Currently, the City of Spokane 
Valley uses contracted graders to plow residential areas within 
the city. There are 624 lane miles to plow and it takes about 
48 hours. 

If you would like to be notified when the City of Spokane 
Valley starts a full residential plow, sign up for email alerts 
at spokanevalley.org/signup or follow us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

There are a few areas not plowed by the city including Trent 
Avenue (SR 290) and Pines Road (SR 27), which are plowed by 
the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT). 
For more information, contact WSDOT at 509.324.6000.

Privately-owned roads within the city limits are also not 
plowed by the city. To find out if you live on a privately-owned 
road check out our snow map at spokanevalley.org/snowinfo. 

DEICING
Liquid deicing is applied on bridges, arterial intersections, specific hillsides 
and at critical intersections when snow, ice or frost is predicted. Granular 
deicer may be used on arterial streets if conditions warrant. Deicer is not 
applied on residential streets except at controlled intersections and certain 
problem areas. 

SIDEWALKS
To help keep sidewalks safer for schoolchildren, seniors and those with 
mobility concerns, community members are responsible for keeping 
sidewalks cleared when three or more inches of snow/ice accumulate.

This year, the city will be clearing sidewalks along arterials that are 
designated Tier 1 and Safe Routes to School, which is a total of 35 miles 
of sidewalk. The city recognizes that street plows can throw snow on 
sidewalks and our goal is to lessen the impact to property owners in these 
areas. 

Learn more about the sidewalk ordinance and which areas are Tier 1 on 
our website at spokanevalley.org/snowinfo. 
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REPORTING A PROBLEM

If you believe your street has 
been missed, see a problem 
area or have another snow-
related question, you can 
report it via SVexpress online 
at spokanevalley.org/311 or 
download the SVexpress mobile 
app on iOS or Android. Submitted 
requests are monitored during 
business hours. You may also call 
the city at 509.720.5000. 

Visit spokanevalley.org/
snowquestions for answers to 
frequently asked questions about 
plowing and snow removal.

!

http://spokanevalley.org/snowinfo
http://spokanevalley.org/signup
http://spokanevalley.org/snowinfo
http://spokanevalley.org/311
http://spokanevalley.org/snowquestions
http://spokanevalley.org/snowquestions


SPOKANE VALLEY WINTER MARKET
Thursdays – December 1, 8 & 15
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.
CenterPlace Regional Event Center, West Lawn Plaza
2426 N. Discovery Place, Spokane Valley

A variety of local vendors will provide booths filled 
with handmade items and gifts just in time for the 
holiday season. Stroll through CenterPlace’s winter-
themed West Lawn Plaza to find the perfect item. 
A beer garden will be provided by 
LeCatering and non-alcoholic options 
such as cider and hot cocoa will be 
available for those who want to warm up! 
Free crafts and activities will be provided 
by Spokane Valley’s Parks and Recreation 
Department, along with photo stations 
set up throughout the plaza for a family 
or friend photo opportunity! 

WINTER PALAA-ZA
Saturday, December 17
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
CenterPlace Regional Event Center & 
West Lawn Plaza, 2426 N. Discovery 
Place, Spokane Valley

This one-day winter event is the grand 
finale of the Spokane Valley Winter 
Market! An expanded market will be 
situated in both indoor and outdoor 
spaces at CenterPlace to provide a 
plethora of holiday items and activities 
for everyone to enjoy. Along with vendor 
booths there will be free crafts and 
activities for children, an opportunity 
for children to purchase a gift for their 
parents, donation areas for local charities, 
and more!

For additional information on the 
above events including a list of 
vendors, please visit: 
spokanevalley.org/winterevents 

Parks & Recreation Events PARKS & REC NEWSLETTER
Stay up-to-date with all things 
Spokane Valley Parks and Recreation! 
This monthly newsletter will include 
upcoming recreation programs and 
events, city park updates and more! 

Sign up at 
spokanevalley.org/
pandrnewsletter
or scan the QR 
code at left. 

Thursdays
December 1, 8 & 15

CenterPlace West Lawn Plaza
4:00 - 7:00pm

Stroll through the West Lawn Plaza and
visit local vendor booths to find the

perfect holiday gift this season!

For more info and vendor info:
www.spokanevalley.org/winterevents

Winter
M A R K E T

S P O K A N E  V A L L E Y

A variety of local Spokane area vendors
Beer garden provided by LeCatering Co.
Free crafts and activities for kids provided
by Spokane Valley Parks and Recreation
Holiday photo stations throughout the
West Lawn Plaza and more!12

http://spokanevalley.org/winterevents
https://spokanevalley.org/pandrnewsletter
https://spokanevalley.org/pandrnewsletter
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WINTER BREAK COOL CAMP
December 19-23 and December 27-30
Drop off as early as 7:15 a.m.
Pick up as late as 5:45 p.m.
Daily Registration: $35/day
CenterPlace Regional Event Center
2426 N. Discovery Place, Spokane Valley

Cool Camp is an extension of the city’s awesome summer 
day camp program. Each week has a fun theme and a 
flurry of fantastic inside and outside games and activities. 
Parents can sign children up for one day or all 9! Field 
trips: Tuesday, December 20 to Riverfront Park and 
Swimming at the YMCA – dates TBD

Register at spokanevalley.org/coolcamp 
or call 509.720.5200

Letters from Santa
Online through December 16

The Parks and Recreation Department is teaming 
up with Santa's elves to provide an opportunity for 
Spokane Valley children and families to receive a letter 
from Santa! 

All ages are welcome to participate in this fun 
program. When registering, Santa's elves will ask some 
questions to help Santa write his personalized letter. 

Registration is available through December 16. 
Letters will be mailed to the address submitted. 
Participants who do not receive a letter by December 
20 should contact the Parks and Recreation office at 
509-720-5200.

To register, visit spokanevalley.org/letterfromsanta

CLASSIC CHARCUTERIE BOARD CLASS
Tuesday, December 20, 5:30-7 p.m.
CenterPlace Regional Event Center
2426 N. Discovery Place, Spokane Valley

Learn the ins and outs of making a classic charcuterie 
board just in time for the holiday season! Experienced 
LeCatering staff will lead this class. All supplies are 
provided, including a disposable board. A no-host bar 
will be available, including a holiday-themed cocktail and 
a tutorial on how to mix it.  Fee: $55, attendance: 10 
min/25 max

DIY FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR VALENTINE’S DAY
Thursday, February 9, 5:30-7 p.m.
CenterPlace Regional Event Center
2426 N. Discovery Place, Spokane Valley

Make a beautiful floral arrangement to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day. A hot cocoa station will be onsite to 
keep attendees warm as they construct a fantastic 
fresh bouquet! Both kids- and adult-bouquet sizes are 
available. Kids bouquet fee: $25    Adult bouquet fee: $40

To register for the above classes, visit 
spokanevalley.org/recreation or call 509.720.5200.

http://spokanevalley.org/coolcamp
https://spokanevalley.org/letterfromsanta
http://spokanevalley.org/recreation


14

http://spokanevalleymuseum.com
http://svsummertheatre.com
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ORGANIZATIONS THAT RECEIVED FUNDS INCLUDE:
ELEVATIONS CHILDREN’S THERAPY: $11,041 to 
support a grants program to assist families that need 
help with medical costs and special therapies.

GREATER SPOKANE COUNTY MEALS ON WHEELS: 
$21,185 to deliver meals to vulnerable seniors in 
Spokane Valley, enabling seniors to maintain their 
independence and stay healthy.

HUB SPORTS CENTER: $4,286 to host a career 
pathways event for students in grades 6-8 that 
will introduce them to careers in manufacturing, 
construction, trades and the medical fields.

INLAND CHESS ACADEMY: $1,457 to support an after-
school chess program at two Title I schools in the city. 

JAKT FOUNDATION (Spokane Valley Farmers Market): 
$10,714 to support the Friday evening Farmers Market 
scheduled June through September 2023 at CenterPlace.  

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT OF WASHINGTON: $4,143 
to help underwrite the participation of students in 
Junior Achievement’s grades K-12 financial literacy, 
entrepreneurship and career readiness programs.  

MY TURN THEATRE: $4,286 to support production of 
a theatrical presentation that caters to and provides 
leading roles to adults with disabilities.

SPOKANE VALLEY ARTS COUNCIL: $17,326 to support 
the organization’s operating costs and production of a 
monumental bronze by artist Nancy McLaughin.

SPOKANE VALLEY HERITAGE MUSEUM: $16,469 to 
preserve, digitize and maintain access to historic records 
and continue to preserve Spokane Valley’s history.

SPOKANE VALLEY PARTNERS: $46,155 to help provide 
vital resources such as food, clothing, diapers and 
emergency assistance, and other outreach services to 
Spokane Valley citizens. 

SPOKANE VALLEY SUMMER THEATRE: $10,326 
to primarily support set rental for mainstage shows 
scheduled in 2023. 

TEEN & KID CLOSET: $10,000 to support the “2023 
New Shoes for All Initiative” which will provide children 
and teens referred to the program with one new pair of 
shoes.

TRANSITIONS: $8,571 to support operations of the 
New Leaf Café, which provides practical and supportive 
job training for women facing barriers to mainstream 
employment.  

WIDOWS MIGHT: $16,041 to help with rent, health 
care and programs for widows in need.

The Spokane Valley City Council has 
approved 14 nonprofit organizations 
to share in $182,000 in economic 
development and social service funds 
from the city’s 2023 budget. 

Each year, the City Council sets aside 
funds in the city’s budget to contract with 
organizations that coordinate activities 
or services that benefit Spokane Valley 
residents. Twenty-two organizations 
presented proposals to councilmembers 
on September 20. Fourteen were awarded 
funding in late October by the Council. GRANTS



City planning 20th Anniversary 
celebration events in 2023

2003-04
• Population:  About 80,700

• City roads: 420 miles

• City budget 2004: $27.6 
million general fund (source: 
Spokesman-Review)

• Estimated sales tax 
revenue: $15 million

CURRENT
• Population:  105,905 

(source: July 2021 census data)

• Roads: 451 miles

• City budget: $53 million 
general fund 

• Estimated 2023 sales tax 
revenue: $34.2 million

The city will celebrate its 20th year 
of incorporation on March 31, 2023. 
The city has formed a steering 
committee of community members 
to plan a series of community-
oriented events beginning in the 
spring to mark its 20th Anniversary. 
Events will celebrate the city’s 
overall history and milestones since 
incorporation.

The city invites Spokane Valley 
residents who may be interested 
in helping with the anniversary 
celebration to volunteer via an 
online form at spokanevalley.
org/anniversary20. The city will 
need volunteers to help promote, 
organize and staff events. 
Businesses are also invited to 
complete the online form. The city 
is seeking individual and business 
sponsors for some activities.

The incorporation in 2003 
brought several townships and 
communities together, including 
but not limited to Dishman, 
Opportunity, Veradale, Trentwood 
and part of Greenacres. Residents 
in these areas voted to initiate 
incorporation on May 21, 2002. It 
took about 10 months for the city 
to elect a council and hire enough 

staff to officially incorporate and 
be recognized by the state. At the 
time of incorporation, the city’s 
population was about 80,700 
residents making it the largest 
incorporation in Washington 
State and the third largest single 
incorporation in U.S. history. The 
city is currently the 8th largest city 
in the state.

The incorporation did not impact 
existing water or electric utility 
services or fire protection services 
within the city’s boundaries. 
However, the city did have to 
establish new agreements for some 
services, such as police, library and 
health services, and the city later 
acquired the 11 county parks that 
were within the city’s boundary 
from Spokane County to establish 
a citywide Parks 
and Recreation 
Department. 

More information 
about the city’s 
incorporation and 
valley history, as well 
as events planned to 
celebrate the 20th 
Anniversary, will be 
shared in the spring.

The city set up offices at Redwood 
Plaza, 11707 E. Sprague, in 2003 
and remained there until the current 
City Hall was completed in 2017.

2003 CenterPlace 
Groundbreaking 

included (l-r)
Councilmembers

Steve Taylor
Gary Schimmels

Mike DeVleming
Diana Wilhite
Mike Flanigan

and others.

FUN FACTS
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http://spokanevalley.org/anniversary20
http://spokanevalley.org/anniversary20
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Library District to open new 
Spokane Valley Library in June 2023

At the new library, Spokane Valley 
customers will continue to have 
access to over 1.5 million items in 
the district’s physical and digital 
collections. The new 28,000-square-
foot building will also feature:

• A community room large enough 
to accommodate up to 200 people

• Intuitive audio/visual systems

• An audio/visual studio where 
customers can record, mix, 
publish, and share their own 
audio and video content

• Flexible meeting rooms and 
co-working spaces available to 
the public at no charge, creating 
a business resource center 

• A vibrant, spacious and 
distinctively appealing 
children’s area

• Comfortable places to sit – perfect 
for reading the latest titles, using 
library computers, or charging 
your own technology and devices

Construction continues on the new Spokane Valley Library at the northeast 
corner of Sprague Avenue and Herald Road. Officials with the Spokane 
County Library District are planning to open the facility in June 2023.

The new library is designed to be an efficient, comfortable, multi-
purpose facility. Located across the street from City Hall, it will be part of a 
broader civic campus that includes an expanded Balfour Park and existing 
Spokane Valley Fire Department Station.

Construction on the new library got underway in April after a 
groundbreaking ceremony. The facility will replace the existing Spokane 
Valley library built in 1955 at 12004 E. Main Avenue. 

More than just books and computers, libraries are now considered 
community spaces that engage multiple generations of thinkers and 
learners through onsite and virtual services, and provide additional 
resources to entrepreneurs and businesses to spur economic development. 
The library district encompasses 11 community libraries plus administrative 
offices and a mobile library service.

•  To follow construction progress on the new library or 
learn about the facility, visit scld.org/new-sv-library.

•  The Library Foundation of Spokane County is conducting 
a community fundraising campaign. More details are 
available at supportscld.org.

STAY CONNECTED

http://scld.org/new-sv-library
http://supportscld.org


The Spokane Valley Police Department (SVPD) provides vital life and safety services 
to city residents 24/7. It can be difficult to understand what level of service should be 
utilized when contacting police and emergency services. The recommendations below 
are meant to clarify when to call 911 and when to call Crime Check at 509-456-2233.

When to Call 911
• If you are the victim, or witness a crime that 

is in progress or has just occurred.

• If you are the victim of a crime and the 
suspect remains in the area.

• If you need an immediate police response because 
you have been threatened or feel unsafe.

• If you need to report a fire or if you are trapped in a fire.

• If there is a medical emergency.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU CALL 911
• The call taker will collect information from you. 

Stay calm and continue providing information to 
help police know how to safely enter the area.

• The call will be routed electronically to a dispatcher 
who will assign a priority code and enter the 
call into a queue for an officer to respond.

• Some high priority calls may be transferred to 
the police dispatcher who will keep you on the 
phone (if it's safe to do so) until officers arrive.

• Other calls will involve the call taker collecting all 
relevant information and completing the call.

• The SVPD receives more than 51,000 calls for 
service each year. The department makes every 
effort to respond to every call, however there 
may be times when the number of calls exceeds 
the ability of the officers working and some 
calls may have to be prioritized over others. 

• Responding officers may complete reports on 
incidents and may be able to resolve the incident 
immediately. In some cases, an officer may 
determine no crime was committed and a report 
will not be completed. In other cases, the report 
may be forwarded to a detective to investigate.

When to Call Crime Check
• If you are the victim of a crime, or witness 

a crime that is no longer in progress.

• If you have information about a past crime.

• To add information to a previous crime report.

• To report a crime after the fact which does 
not require an officer/deputy at the scene.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU 
CALL CRIME CHECK
• A call taker will collect all information related to 

the crime. Please have all related information 
readily available, such as vehicle make and model, 
serial numbers, VIN numbers, descriptions 
and estimates of value, suspect description, 
and location, date and time of incident.

• This information will be forwarded to dispatch 
and entered in the computer system.

• Property crimes will be reviewed by a 
supervisor and assigned to detectives based 
upon a variety of factors, including quality 
of information provided, leads, seriousness 
of crime, magnitude of loss, and known or 
suspected involvement of prolific criminals.

• If your case is assigned to a detective, the 
detective will contact you to gather more 
information and keep you updated.

• If there isn't enough information to assign 
the report to a detective, you may not be 
contacted. It's still important to report these 
crimes as the police may recover your property 
and your report helps focus the efforts of 
law enforcement to prevent future crimes.

• All major crimes, including assault, robbery, 
and sex crimes, will be investigated.

Requesting Police and Emergency Services
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SVexpress is a service that is available on the city’s website or in a 
mobile app that allows citizens to report a concern to the City of 
Spokane Valley and request assistance. 

Common issues that are reported include downed street signs, 
potholes, overgrown vegetation, plugged drains, illegal graffiti or 
dumping of trash.

When a concern is reported, SVexpress assigns the case to the 
appropriate city department for processing. The system allows city 
staff to communicate by email to the citizen that reported the concern 
after the issue has been corrected or resolved.

Citizens can submit a request for assistance through SVexpress 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. However, the request will only be 
processed during regular city business hours. 

Citizens should not use SVexpress to report an emergency, but 
rather dial 911. For non-emergency crimes call Crime Check at 
509.456.2233.

Through SVexpress, citizens can take an active role in ensuring their 
city streets, pathways and parks are clean and safe.

 
How to report a concern

Report it with SVexpress online at spokanevalley.org/311

Download the SVexpress mobile app on iOS or Android.
Submitted requests are monitored during business hours.

Call the city at 509.720.5000

Christmas Tree Disposal
Waste Management curbside pickup subscribers can put trees in their yard 
waste container with decorations removed and cut into 4-foot lengths 
or less. Pick up is on your normal service day during the first two weeks 
of January between January 3–13. Additional charge applies for those 
without yard waste pickup service. Get more details at 1.877.466.4668 
or online at wmnorthwest.com.

Trees less than 6 feet long with a trunk under 3 inches in diameter 
can be taken to the University Road Transfer Station for a charge. 
Details at sunshinedisposal.com or call them at 509.924.5678.

SVexpress
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A TOOL FOR CITIZENS TO REPORT THEIR CONCERNS AND 
HELP KEEP OUR CITY CLEAN AND SAFE

http://spokanevalley.org/311
http://wmnorthwest.com
http://sunshinedisposal.com
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Local Artists' Hand-Painted Lighted Lantern Trees

Learn How Different Cultures of the World Celebrate the Holidays

http://northwestwinterfest.com

